
Let there be light!

Looking up to the refurbished dome

T h e  S ta te  L ib rary  o f  
V ic to r ia 's  first p u b l ic  
v i e w i n g  o f  the  re 

ce n t ly  insta l led skylights in 
the D o m e d  R e a d in g  R o o m  
re p re se n te d  a m ile s to n e  in 
th e  l ib rary 's  $ 2 0 0  m il l io n  
r e - d e v e l o p m e n t  p ro g ra m .

M o r e  than 1 2  0 0 0  visitors 
c a m e  to the  State  Library 's  
d o m e  o p e n  d a y  on  S u n 

day ,  3 0  J u n e  to p r e v i e w  
th e  re s to ra t io n  o f  the  
m a je s t i c  o c t a g o n a l  ro o m .
It w a s  th e  first t im e  s in c e  
1 9 5 9 ,  w h e n  th e  o r ig in a l  
sk y l ig h t s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  
w ith  c o p p e r  s h e e t in g  to 

p r e v e n t  w a t e r  l e a k a g e ,  
that th e  p u b l i c  c o u l d  s e e  
n atu ra l  light s t r e a m in g  in 
th ro u g h  the  d o m e .

'S i t t in g  a s  it d o e s  at 

the  heart  o f  the library, the 
re s to ra t io n  o f  th e  d o m e 's  
sk y l ig h t s  m a rk s  a m a jo r  
m i l e s t o n e  in th e  State  
G o v e r n m e n t 's  re - d e v e lo p -  
m e n t  p r o g r a m  w h ic h  is d u e  
fo r  c o m p le t io n  in 2 0 0 4 , '  sa id  
th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to r ia 's  c h ie f  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  a n d  sta te  l ib rar ian ,  
F ra n ce s  A w c o c k .  'It's a w e l c o m e  sign 
that o u r  o n g o in g  re lo c a t io n  o f  p e o p l e  
a n d  m a te r ia ls  to te m p o r a r y  h o m e s  is 

a lm o s t  over . '

To a c c o m m o d a t e  th e  res to rat io n  
w o r k  in th e  D o m e d  R e a d in g  R o o m , 

th e  Sta te  L ib ra ry  has  h a d  to r e lo c a t e  
1 8 . 5  km s o f  c o l l e c t io n  m a te r ia l  a n d  
f ind a l t e rn a t iv e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  for 
staff  a n d  re la te d  s e rv ic e s ,  w ith  m u c h  
o f  the  m ateria l  b e in g  stored in the  five  
o ff-s ite  s to ra g e  lo cat io n s .

'D e s p i t e  the r e - d e v e l o p m e n t  w o rk  
g o in g  on a ro u n d  us for the past tw e lv e  
y e a r s ,  w e  h a v e  m a d e  e v e r y  e f fo rt  to 

c o n t i n u e  to p r o v id e  a h igh  q u a l i t y  
s e r v i c e  to  th e  p u b l i c , '  s a id  M rs  A w 
c o c k .  'W e  h a v e  a ls o  e n d e a v o u r e d  to 
e x p a n d  o u r  ro le  as  a ce n tre  o f  le a rn 
ing  that b u i ld s  on  o u r  d o c u m e n t a r y  
h e r i t a g e  a n d  o p e n s  up  th e  w o r l d 's  
in fo r m a t io n  re s o u r c e s  to the  p e o p l e  
o f  V ic to r ia . '

A g e n t  fo r  the  a rc h ite c tu r a l  firm 
A n c h e r ,  M o r t lo c k  a n d  W o o l l e y  a n d  
site a rch ite ct ,  Peter R ich a rd s ,  s a id  he 
w a s  im p re sse d  at the library 's  c o m m it 
m en t  to the  p u b l ic .  'It's in c re d ib le  that 
the l ibrary  has re m a in e d  o p e n  d u rin g  
th e  r e n o v a t io n s .  It w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
m u c h  q u i c k e r  if it h a d  c l o s e d  d o w n  
its o p e ra t io n s .  But, instead , the library 
h a s  c h o s e n  to d o  w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s 

s a ry  to m a in ta in  a leve l  o f  s e r v ic e  a n d  
a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to its users , '  h e  said .

O n  the d o m e  o p e n  day, th ere  w a s  
th e  m o m e n t a r y  w e e k e n d  lull , f r e e  
o f  th e  s o u n d s  o f  j a c k h a m m e r s  a n d  
d r il ls .  T h e n  at 1 2  n o o n ,  th e  c r o w d s  
a rr iv e d .  State  L ibrary  staff  a n d  v o l u n 

teers  h a n d e d  ou t  4 0 0 0  s h o w b a g s  a n d  
v is ito r s  e a g e r l y  c l i m b e d  th e  m a r b le  
s t a i r c a s e s  fo r  th e  first g l i m p s e  o f  th e  
D o m e d  R e a d in g  R o o m , c lo s e d  to the 
p u b l i c  s in c e  1 9 9 9 .

'It w a s  gratify ing  to s e e  the  pub lic 's  
a w e d  re sp o n se s  to the D o m e 's  restora
tion, s ig n ify in g  as  it d o e s ,  the return to 
the  p e o p l e  o f  o n e  o f  the  m ost  b e a u t i 
ful r e a d in g  ro o m s  in th e  w o r l d , '  M rs  
A w c o c k  s a id .  ' M a n y  p e o p l e  I s p o k e  
to sa id  th e y  r e m e m b e r e d  the  D o m e d  
R e a d in g  R o o m  as b e in g  d a rk  and  s o m 
bre. T h e y  w e r e  a m a z e d  at h o w  m u c h  
light w a s  c o m in g  th rou gh  the  skylights 
a n d  the d i f fe r e n c e  it h as  m a d e  to the  

fe e l  o f  th e  r o o m .  In a m e t a p h o r i c a l  
s e n s e ,  th e  light is a s y m b o l  o f  the  
va st ly  im p r o v e d  a c c e s s  to o u r  se rv ic e s  
a n d  c o l le c t io n s  that the library 's  re-de- 
v e lo p m e n t  is d e s ig n e d  to  a c h ie v e . '

O n e  o f  M e lb o u rn e 's  g reat  a rc h ite c 
tural h er i tag e  sites, the D o m e d  R e a d 
ing R o o m  w a s  built  in 1 9 1 3  a n d  w a s  
in sp i re d  b y  t w o  o f  th e  w o r ld 's  g re a t  
l ib raries ,  the  British M u s e u m  L ibrary  

in L o n d o n  a n d  the Library  o f  C o n g r e ss  
in W a s h in g to n .  It w i l l  re - o p e n  as  the 
La T ro be  R e a d in g  R o o m  in 2 0 0 3 .

P a in s ta k in g  c a r e  to  deta i l  has  
e n s u r e d  the  h e r i t a g e  a s p e c t s  o f  the  
D o m e d  R e a d in g  R o o m  a re  b e in g  re 
ta in e d .  T h e  g la s s  sk y ligh ts  h a v e  b e e n  
r e in s ta te d  into th e  o r ig in a l  s teel a n d  
r e in f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  f r a m e w o r k ,  a n d  
th e  b o o k s h e l v e s  arid c u s to m - b u i l t  
Q u e e n s l a n d  s ilky o a k  d e sk s  w ith  their  
g r e e n  la n te rn s  a re  b e i n g  re fu r b ish e d  
in p re p a ra t io n  for the o f f ic ia l  o p e n in g  
next  year .

T h is  is not to  o v e r l o o k  th e  ro le  
t e c h n o l o g y  h as  p l a y e d  in re s to r in g  
th e  d o m e  a n d  tu rn in g  it into a s p a c e  
that m e e ts  the re q u ire m e n ts  o f  today 's  
u se rs .  T h e  n e w  sk y l ig h ts ,  fo r  e x a m 
p le ,  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  fro m  th e  latest 
in g la s s  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  c o n s i s t  o f  

t w o  la y e r s  o f  la m in a t e d  h e a t - t re a te d  
t o u g h e n e d  g la s s .  T h e  in terna l  layer  
is o p a q u e  g la ss  that d i f fu ses  the light, 
n e c e s s a r y  to p r e v e n t  d a m a g e  to the  
co l le c t io n  m ateria l  that w ill  b e  h o u sed  
in the  La T robe  R e a d in g  R o o m .

N e w  te c h n o lo g y  has b ee n  d iscrete
ly in tegrated into the s p a c e ,  im p ro v in g  
air  con d it io n in g ,  s e rv ice s  a n d  in form a

tion te ch n o lo g y ,  w ith o u t  im p a c t in g  on 
the  h istor ica l  in tegrity  o f  the  ro om .

'T h e  final s ta g e s  o f  the r e d e v e l o p 
m e n t  w i l l  s e e  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a 
c a f e ,  s h o p  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  g a l le r y  
s p a c e s ,  c r e a t in g  a L ib ra ry  for 2 1 s t  
c e n tu ry  users , w h i l e  still re ta in ing  the 

u n iq u e  h e r i t a g e  a s p e c t s  o f  the  site, '  
M rs  A w c o c k  sa id .  ■
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