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Manifesto 
workshop aims 
to raise awareness
23-24 January 2003, University of Technology

O n 1 May 2002, the IF LA  In ternet M an ifesto  was 
launched. Through it, IFLA asserts that:

In te llectua l freedom  is the right o f every in d iv id 
ual both to ho ld  and express opinions and to seek and  
rece ive  inform ation; it is the basis o f dem ocracy; and  
it is at the core o f lib rary  service. Freedom  o f access 
to inform ation, regardless o f m edium  and  frontiers, is 
a centra l responsib ility o f the lib rary and  inform ation  
profession.

Fhe provision  o f unh indered  access to the internet by 
libraries and  inform ation services supports com m uni
ties and  ind ividuals to attain freedom , prosperity and  
developm ent.
Barriers to the flow  o f inform ation should  be rem oved, 
esp ecia lly  those that prom ote inequality, poverty, and  
despair.

The Manifesto continues by establishing principles of 
freedom of access to information via the internet and noting 
the need to develop strategies, policies, and plans to imple
ment the Manifesto. It aims to highlight the importance of 
unhindered access to information to help communities and 
individuals to attain freedom, prosperity and development.

The Manifesto emphasises the role of libraries and in
formation services in facilitating that access as essential 
gateways to the internet. They provide a mechanism to 
overcome the barriers created by differences in resources, 
technology, and training —  the digital divide. National librar
ies, in particular, play an important role through encouraging 
the establishment of appropriate infrastructures and assisting 
library to develop and implement plans to facilitate access to 
information via the internet.

Presented by Susanne Seidelin (director, IFLA/FAIFE 
committee) and Alex Byrne (chair, IFLA/FAIFE committee) 
the IFLA Internet Manifesto Workshop will explore the chal
lenges of implementing the Manifesto. Participants will focus 
on how to implement the manifesto in their own libraries 
and information services and how to promote its ideals in 
the wider community. Library directors and managers, infor
mation services professionals and library association officers 
will work together to highlight strategies to ensure that the 
internet remains a freely available means of accessing the 
information we need to live, work and play.

Further information on the Manifesto can be found at:
http://www.ifla.org/lll/misc/im-e.htm.

Registration costs $180 for IFLtVA LIA  members and re
ciprocal organisations and $240 for non-ALIA members. This 
includes dinner and drinks on Thursday 23 January, morning 
and afternoon teas and lunch on Friday 24 January.

The ALIA  National Office w ill be handling registra
tions for the event. Please contact Sandra Reid, e-mail
sandra.reid@alia.org.au, telephone 02 6285 1877 and 
watch the conference website at http://www.alia.org.au/ 
conferences/for more information. ■
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