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R o y a l B o ta n ic  G ard ens
Roberta Cowan has taken a num ber of 
years to com p le te  her library q u a lifica 
tions and w ill have a master's degree in 
inform ation  m anagem ent, from Curtin 
Un iversity , D epartm ent of Inform ation 
Stud ies m id w ay  through 2003. Next 
year is also im portant in Roberta's life 
b ecause  she has been se lected  as the 
A ustra lian  B o tan ica l L ia ison  O ffice r 
(A B L O ) at the Royal Bo tan ic  G ardens, 
K ew  (R G B K e w ) (London ) for tw e lve  
months. Dr C o w an  is the first librarian, 
the first m arine botanist (her doctorate 
w as on red seaw eeds), the first person 
from a university and the seventh w o m 
an ever to take up the role. D uring the 
tw e lve  months at R B G K e w , D r C ow an  
w ill start w o rk  on a tw enty-five-year 
pro ject, Taxonom ic  Literature Crypto- 
gam ia  (TLC ) a b ib lio g rap h ic  database 
of non-flowering plant information.

S ince  the 1930s, an A B L O  has been 
appointed  ann u a lly  to w ork  at the H er
barium , R B G K e w . Charles Gard iner, 
the G overnm en t Botanist, W A  was the 
first A B L O  in 1937 and this position 
has been held  subsequen tly  by m any 
p rom inen t A ustra lian  botanists. The 
A B L O  services botanical enquiries from 
A ustra lian  and N e w  Z ea lan d  sources, 
p a rticu la rly  but not ex c lu s ive ly  from 
botanists w o rk ing  in State and C o m 
m onw ealth  herbaria, using the facilities 
at Kew, the N atu ra l H isto ry  M useum , 
London, and w h e re  necessary, other 
European herbaria. These enquiries may 
invo lve  using the p lant co llections, ar
ch ive  collection  and library collections. 
For m ore inform ation on the A B L O  and 
how  to access inform ation through the 
position  visit http://www.ea.gov.au/ 
b iodiversity/abrs/about/training/ablo/ 
index.htm l.

Roberta is taking a leave of absence 
from her part-time position as inform a
tion resources officer, East M etropolitan  
H ealth  Service : Population H ealth  U n it 
and from her w ork  as Research Fellow  
w ith  Curtin  Business Schoo l, Curtin  
University. Both of these positions have 
a llo w ed  Roberta to build  up her library 
research skills and w ill m ake the w ork 
for T LC  m uch easier. At the end of the 
tw e lve  m onths she w ill return to both 
positions.

O n e  U m b re lla
The O n e  U m b re lla  Brisbane office 
has re located  to brand n ew  and larger 
prem ises and also has a new  telephone 
num ber. H ere  it is for your records: 
07 3394 2899. The B risbane  team  
also w e lco m es  a n ew  team  member, 
Cerita Larmour, w h o  has just trans
ferred from the Syd ney  office. See the

w ebs ite  for m ore details: http ://ww w. 
oneum brella .com .au .

E B S C O  In fo rm atio n  Serv ices 
welcom es D e ird re  M c N a l ly  
E B S C O  is delighted to w e lcom e Deirdre 
McNally as national sales m anager and 
sales representative. Deirdre's extensive 
experience in the inform ation industry, 
and her know ledge  of the Austra lian  
lib rary m arket in particu lar, w ill be a 
w e lco m e  asset to E B S C O 's  sales force 
in Austra lia . D e ird re  w ill be based at 
E B S C O 's  M e lb o u rn e  o ffice and w ill 
be look ing  after specia l, pub lic , TAFE 
and school libraries in V icto ria , South 
Australia  and Tasm ania. 'I w ill also be 
visiting some acad em ic  libraries in Tas
m ania and parts of V ictoria , as I'm  keen 
to m ainta in  m y contacts in this sector 
too,' she said.

D eirdre 's first job  in Austra lia  
—  fresh from Ire land  in 1972 —  w as 
in the books departm ent at Farmers 
D epartm ent Store on G eo rg e  Street, 
Sydney, and she has rem ained  in the 
industry every since. She has w orked in 
the acquisitions and cataloguing depart
ments at A N U  and for publishers, book 
and subscrip tion  agents. After m any 
years at B la ck w e lls  focusing on books 
and journals, she began concentrating 
on serials w hen  Sw ets and B la ck w e lls  
merged in 2000.

D e ird re  is w e ll know n in A L IA  c ir
cles having  served as an o ffice bearer 
of the A cqu is itions section , Spec ia l 
Libraries section (V ic) and the V icto rian  
Branch  C o u n c il. She is a regular pre
senter at A L IA  events and an enthusias
tic participant at conferences. Deirdre's 
considered  com m ents and w illingness 
to w o rk  w ith  con fe ren ce  com m ittees 
have helped shape the form and flavour 
of some of our trade exhibitions and her 
hum our has added much to some of the 
extra curricu la  (and m em orab le) activ i
ties surrounding conferences.

T h e  com bination  of this n ew ly  cre 
ated position and the in troduction  of 
EBSC O 's  new  electronic journals service 
makes this an exciting tim e to jo in  the 
com pany. It a lso m eans I'm  now  part 
of the biggest lo ca lly  based team  of 
any subscrip tion  agency in Austra lia ,' 
she said.

Books A liv e  re ference group
Sandra Yates has accepted  the position 
of cha ir of the Books A liv e  reference 
group. Sandra has been invo lved  in 
mass com m u n ica tio n  throughout her 
career, pa rticu la rly  in the m agaz ine 
industry. She w as pub lisher of Time 
M agazine  from 1990 to 1 993, and was 
responsib le for turn ing the m agaz ine 
into the N o  1 news and business m aga

zine in Australia.

Sandra  a lso  has a long history of 
w ork ing  w ith  the Fairfax organisation, 
cu lm ina tin g  in setting up Fairfax Pu b 
lications in the U n ited  States in 1987. 
In 1988, w ith  her then business partner, 
D r A n n e  Sum m ers, she founded  M a t
ilda Pub lica tions Inc, w h ich  published 
a m agazine for teenage girls, Sassy, and 
the fem inist icon Ms.

In 1994/95, she chaired  the Austral
ian C ounc il for W o m en , the Australian 
G overnm en t’s advisory body for the 4 ^  
U n ited  Nations C onference on W o m en  
held in B e ijin g  in Sep tem ber 1995. In 
this capacity, she w as a governm ent ad 
viser and delegate to the conference.

She is also a passionate music-lover, 
w h o  has recen tly  acq u ired  a harpsi
chord , and is n ow  d eep ly  im m ersed 
in the w orks of Bach  and Scarlatti. 
In 1999/2000, she led the Saatchi & 
Saatchi research project for the Australia 
C ounc il for the Arts, w h ich  culm inated  
in the w id e ly  a cc la im ed  report, Austral
ians and the Arts, and w h ich  docum ent
ed for the first tim e Australians attitudes 
to the arts.

In June  2002, she w as appo in ted  
an O ff ic e r o f the O rd e r of Australia  
for services to w o m e n ’s organisations, 
vocational education  and training, and 
the advertising industry.

A ppo in tm ents to 
P r iv a c y  A dviso ry ' Com m ittee 
Dr John O 'Brien, Mr Peter Coroneos 
and Associate Professor Kathy 
Alexander have been appointed as part- 
tim e m em bers of the P rivacy  A dvisory 
Com m ittee until 30 June 2005.

The Privacy Advisory Com m ittee ad
vises the Federal Privacy Com m issioner 
on matters relevant to his functions, rec
om m ends material for inclusion  in the 
Com m issioner's guidelines and engages 
in com m un ity  education .

D r O 'B r ie n  is a senior lecturer in 
industrial relations at the Un ivers ity  of 
N ew  South W ales. In 2001, he was a vis
iting research fe llow  at both Cardiff U n i
versity and the University of Sydney.

M r Coroneos has been ch ief execu 
tive of the Internet Industry Association 
s ince  1997 and  has held a varie ty  of 
high level ad v iso ry  and consu lta tive  
appointm ents.

Associate Professor Kathy A lexander 
is the chief executive officer of W om en 's 
and C h ild ren 's  H ealth  in V ic to ria . She 
has w orked  in pub lic  health as a ch ief 
executive officer in com m un ity  health, 
as a hospital board m em ber and as 
an educato r of health  professionals 
since 1983. ■
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