
Information Literacy workshop
O n W e d n e sd ay  13 N ovem ber, 

representatives of som e dozen 
organisations w ith vested inter

ests in inform ation literacy and lifelong 
learning met at A L IA  House to workshop 
the form ation of an interim  coa lition  
for inform ation literacy advocacy. The 
meeting had been ca lled  in response 
to recom m endations arising from a 
Feasib ility Study for the D eve lop m ent 
of a N a tiona l C oa litio n  for In form a
tion L iteracy A d vo ca cy  cond ucted  by 
the Australian C o un c il for Educational 
Research (A C ER ) on behalf of A L IA , the 
National Library of Australia (N LA ) and 
the National O ffice  for the Information 
Econom y (N O IE ).

Fo llow ing a Round Table conducted 
by the In form ation Literacy Specia l In 
terest G roup  (later the A L IA  Information 
Literacy Forum) in February 2001, ALIA , 
N L A  and N O IE  had agreed to jo in tly  
fund a research p ro ject w h ich  w ou ld  
focus on d eve lop in g  a business case 
and strategic fram ew ork  for a broad- 
based national coa lition  and advocacy 
strategy to prom ote and ad vance  the 
integration of inform ation literacy into 
com m unity, business, p u b lic  library,

school and tertiary education programs 
and ensure an awareness of information 
literacy for lifelong learning. A  Steering 
G ro u p  cha ired  by Prue M ercer, A L IA , 
and includ ing members from N LA  and 
N O IE  w as established to oversee the 
pro ject and, fo llo w in g  a tender p ro c 
ess, com m issioned A C ER  to undertake 
the study.

As part of its study, A C ER  surveyed a 
broad range of organisations represent
ing business, com m unity, education , 
governm ent, lib rary and m edia inter
ests as w e ll as professional o rgan isa 
tions and unions to gauge interest in 
the form ation of a coalition . A  total of 
n ineteen key stakeholders identified  
from  the first round of consu ltations 
as interested in the proposed coalition  
w e re  fo llow ed  up to determ ine a level 
of com m itm ent.

The final report recom m ended the 
establishm ent of a national coalition  to 
be developed in stages through fo rm a
tion of a smail interim body drawn from 
key stakeholders w h ich  w ou ld , over a 
tw o  year period, develop a fram ew ork 
and long-term strategy for an ongoing

coalition .

The N o vem b er w orkshop  brought 
members of the Project Steering G roup  
together w ith  representatives of A du lt 
Learning  Australia , Austra lian  A s 
sociation  for the Teach ing  of English, 
Austra lian  C om puter Society, A ustra l
ian L iteracy Educators ' A ssoc ia tion , 
A SLA , C A U L , D epartm ent of Ed u ca 
tion, S c ie n ce  and Technology, G lo b a l 
Learning Services, N ational Centre for 
V oca tiona l Educationa l Research, N a 
tional W o rk in g  G roup  on TAFE Library 
Services and Pub lic  Libraries Australia. 
Im portant outcom es from the day w ere  
a w o rk ing  defin ition  of inform ation  
literacy w ith  w h ich  the broad group 
cou ld  w ork  and the establishm ent of a 
core body, consisting of A LIA , A SLA  and 
Adult Learning Australia, to drive further 
d eve lop m en t of the interim  coa lit ion . 
This core group, w ith secretariat support 
from A L IA  National O ffice, w ill oversee 
deve lopm en t of term s of re ference 
and the agenda for the interim  body. 
M em bers of the broader group agreed 
to act as a consultative body to the core 
group. Progress of the interim coalition  
w ill be rev iew ed  in mid-2003. ■

W e w ro te  th e  b o o k
At C h e s s  w e  have the industry expertise and 

the specialist equipm ent to make your next library 
move fast, sim ple, secure, and 100% reliable.

• Fully enc lo sed  trolleys safeguard  against loss
• Fixed height shelving prevents damage to books
• Rapid a c c e s s  co ntents during transport 

if required
• Efficient relocation and reinstallation
• Sequentia lly num bered trolleys p reserve your 

library num bering system .
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B ra n ch es  A u stra lia  w id e

Flexible knowledge 
management solutions

Start small and develop at your own pace.
From simple cataloguing to complete knowledge 
management on your intranet, Maxus can supply 
the solutions and has the resources to support 
your system as it grows, right across Australia.

Inmagic DB/TextWorks K solutions from Maxus. 
Contact Maxus or your local representative for 
free demonstration software or further information.

WA Library Technology Solutions 
SA Holdfast Books 
QLD Resource Options

(08) 9433 4992 
(08) 8294 0347 
(07) 3849 1383

MAXUS
PO Box 727 South Melbourne 
Victoria 3205, Australia 
maxus@maxus.net.au 
www.maxus.net.au
(03)9696 4866
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