
Australians most enduring 
story revealed in an exhibition

urke & Wills: from Melbourne 
to myth, a m ajor travell ing e x h i
bit ion fo c u s s in g  on the l e g e n 

d a r y  19 t h  c e n tu ry  e x p e d it io n  that 

c ro sse d  Australia  from south to north, 
o p e n s  at the N ationa l  Library o f  A u s 
tralia  on 2 7  M arch  2 0 0 2 .

D ra w in g  on the library 's  o w n  m ate

rial a nd  a large nu m b er  o f  institutions 
and  private collections, the National Li
brary o f  Australia has gathered together 
the most interesting w orks  o f art, relics, 
s c ie n t i f ic  sp e c im e n s ,  letters a nd  jo u r 
nals  p ro d u ce d  before , during  and after 
the il l-fated journey .

Tim  B o n y h a d y  from the Australian 

N ationa l  University, o n e  o f  Austra l ia 's  
le a d in g  art historians and  e n v ir o n m e n 

tal la w y e r s  w h o s e  1 9 9 1  b o o k  a b o u t  
B urk e  a nd  W ills  r e c e iv e d  w id e s p re a d  
c la im , is the guest curator.

This exhibition is the first to exam ine  
the explorers '  p lace  in Australian culture 
from the 1 860s to the present. Art has a 
large p la ce  in the exhib it ion, both as a 
record of the exhibition and a response 
to this legendary  story. The exhib ition

contains remarkable  Aboriginal and Eu
ropean material. It is an exhibition which 

stretches across culture and time in order 
to reveal how  one of Australia's most en

during stories has grown and changed.

Items in the exh ib it ion  in clu de:

•  paintings m a d e  on the exp ed it io n  by 
the re n o w n e d  19 th  c e n tu ry  artist, 
Lu dw ig  B ecker, w h o  d ied  during  the 

journey;

•  S id n e y  N o l a n 's  o r ig in a l  se r ies  o f 
Burke and  W il ls  pa intings p ro d u ce d  
in 1 9 4 8 - 5 0 ;

•  the notes and diaries written by Burke 
and Wills leading up to their deaths;

•  the fa m o u s  portrait  o f  B u rk e  by 
W il l iam  Strutt, A u stra l ia 's  f inest f ig
ure painter o f  the 1 9th century ;

•  works by co n tem p o ra ry  artist Antony 
H am ilton  a n d  p h o to g r a p h e r  Jon 

Rhodes;

•  the earliest preserved exam ple  o f A b o 
riginal food —  the nardoo c a k e  —  
made from a type of native grass seed;

•  a letter from 'C u p id '  —  m ost likely

the c o m i c  actress  Ju lia  M a th e w s  —  
to Burke, and  the ' lo v e  g lo v e '  reput
e d ly  g iven  by M a th e w s  to W il ls  b e 
fore the expedit ion  started (she is said 
to h a v e  g ive n  its pair  to Burke);

•  the orig inal  p u b l ic  notice  a n n o u n c 
ing the d isc o v e ry  o f  Burke and W ills '  
rem ains  dated  3 N o v e m b e r  1 8 6 1 ;

•  rare m aps  from  the e x ped it ion ;

•  a s a m p le  o f  B u rk e 's  hair , his w h ip ,  
and  his C o lt  revo lver ;  and

•  the h o o f  o f  Bil ly , B urk e 's  last horse.

Burke & Wills: from Melbourne to 
myth is on display at the National Library 
of Australia  from 2 7  M arch to 2 June
2 0 0 2 .  As a National Library of Australia 
initiative, W il l iam  W il ls '  diary, held in 
the library's collection, will be availab le  

for the first time online from 2 7  March. 
Visit h ttp ://w w w.nla .gov.au  to v ie w  the 
transcript and the digitised manuscript.

T h e  exh ib it ion  co n t in u e s  to the Art 
G a l le r y  o f South Australia  from 2 1  June 
to 1 8  A u g u st  a n d  the  State  L ibrary o f  
V ic to r ia  from 1 3  S e p te m b e r  to 2 4  N o 
v e m b e r .  ■
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