
W e a v e r s  w e b
sponsored by
GEAC Computers Pty Ltd A plague on all their houses

Belinda W eaver

w e a v e r@ a l ia .o rg .a u

Hallo of fame are 

always fun, but for 

thooe with a taote fo r 

Schadenfreude, hallo 

of in famy may he even 

more enjoyable...

H alls  o f  fa m e  are  a lw a y s  fun, but for 
th o se  w ith  a taste for 
Sch a d e n fre u d e ,  halls o f in fam y m ay  

b e  e v e n  m o re  e n jo y a b l e .  T h e  P u b l ish e rs '  
P a g e  o f  S h a m e  lists b ran d  n e w  b o o k s  that 
h a ve  fallen apart  a lm ost  as  soon as they  hit 
the library sh e lves .  N o  o n e  pub lish er  is tar

geted  in the list; it se em s  po o r  b o o k b in d in g  
spans  the industry as a w h o le .  The  B ooth B ay  
Harbor M em orial Library in the United States 

state o f  M a in e  has put this site together, and 
contributions are  w e lc o m e d ,  as  the g ro w in g  
b o d y  o f e v id e n c e  w ill b e  used to attem pt to 
sh a m e  the b ook  industry into c le a n in g  up its 

act. G iv e n  the co st  o f  n e w  b ooks ,  it is rea
so n a b le  to a s su m e  that they sh ou ld  last long 
e n o u g h  to c i rcu la te  m a n y  t im es. A d d  yo u r  

o u tra g e  to the s ite 's  listings at h t tp :/ /w w w . 
b m pl .l ib .m e .u s/sh a m e .h tm .

Taming the avalanche
Searcher m a g a z in e  [h t tp :/ /w w w . in fo to d a y . 
co m / se a r c h e r/ ja n 0 2 / b lo c k .h tm ]  is a great 
p la c e  to get  tips on w e b  a n d  d a ta b a s e  
searching, and the Janu ary  issue is no e x c e p 
tion. 'M y  rules o f in form ation ',  b y  M ary la in e  
B lo ck ,  w h o  puts to g e th e r  the e x c e l le n t  
ExLibris e-zine, spells  out B lock 's  seven  rules 
(e x p a n d ed  from the original four) for d e v e l 
o p in g  the kind of inform ation li teracy librar
ians need in the a g e  o f information over load . 
This is bread  and butter stuff, but it n eed s  to 
be said, and said often. After all, it takes time 
and  effort to w is e  up to the w e b ,  and  learn 
to use  it in the right w a y  —  as an o p e n - a l l 
hours ex tension  and  a m plif ica t ion  o f  offl ine 

sources,  not as  a w h o le  n e w  c o n c e p t  —  so 
B lo ck 's  a d v ic e  on in formation strategies  will 
b e  h a n d y  for th o se  still t ry ing to c o m e  to 
grips with the internet.

It could happen to you
N o - o n e  e v e r  thinks the roof w ill  c a v e  in or 
that f loods  will devasta te  a w e l l -p la n n e d  li
brary, but acc idents  happen, and so do freak 
storms, acts of w ar  and plain bad luck. Before 
ca tastroph e  hits, it might b e  w is e  to h a ve  a 
d isaster plan in p la c e  so that w orst  c a s e  s c e 
narios are averted. Danie l C am pbell  has writ
ten an in troduction  to such  p lan s  for the 
e x ce l le n t  Legal R e so u rc e  Exch an ge , and  all 
libraries should  p ro b a b ly  print out and keep 
this o n e .  It c o v e rs  the b a s ic s  —  w h y  you 
need  a plan, h o w  to pre p a re  for a range  of 
e m ergenc ies ,  w h at  items to prioritise for s a v 
ing, and  h o w  to rehearse  and record disaster

responses .  It a lso  co v e rs  nuts and bolts like 
te le p h o n e  tree co m m u n ica t io n s ,  e m e rg e n c y  
supplies  such as torches and radios, and get
ting e m e rg e n c y  m o n e y  put as ide  w e ll  in a d 
va n c e .  W ell worth a look at http ://w w w.llrx . 

com /features/disasterplan.htm l

Keeping current
G a r y  Pr ice 's  Virtual Acquis it ion  Shelf  and 
N ew s Desk (http://resourceshelf.blogspot.com) 
is a great spot for digging up information about 
top ics  in the news, and also  for d isco ver in g  
new ly  ann ounced  w e b  resources, particularly  
invisible  w e b  databases . G a ry  now  offers a 
w e e k ly  update  e-mail  se rv ice  for the site 
w h ich  is updated daily . The w e e k ly  update  
highlights the major additions over the w e ek  to 
the w e b lo g ,  and pro v id es  a link should  you 
wish to visit the site to v ie w  the fuller listings. 
You can subscribe to the w e ek ly  update serv
ice at http://www.freepint.com/resourceshelf/ 

update.php3. G ary also has a good Winter O l
ym pics listing at http://www.freepint.com/gary/ 

o lym picreference.htm l.

It takes a lifetime
The United Kin gdom  Library Associat ion  has 
issued a n e w  report, entitled 'L ibraries  and 
li fe long learning: a strategy 2 0 0 2 - 4 ' .  The  re
port first d e f in e s  w h a t  l i fe lo n g  le a rn in g  is, 
a nd  then m o v e s  on to the key  issues for li
braries to con sider  and the role o f the iibrary 
sector in facil itating life long learning. Further 

re fe re n ce s  a re  a lso  su p p l ied  if you  w a n t  to 
read up m ore  on the sub ject.  The in trodu c
tion is o n l in e  in H TM L, and  the rest o f  the 
e ig h teen  p a g e  report is a v a i la b le  as a PDF. 
h t t p : / / w w w . I a - h q . o r g .  u k / d i  r e c t o r y /  

p ro f j s s u e s / l l s .h tm l

Get Smart
Lifelong learning requires information literacy, 
and a n ice - lo o k in g  n e w  site, L ibrarySm art, 

[h t t p : / / w w w . I i b r a r y s m a r t . c o m / w o r k i n g /  
home.asp] tries to make that skill accessib le  to 
ord inary  pe o p le ,  not just to l ibrarians. (The 
print is a little small for my liking, w hich spoils 
it a bit.) The site is d ivided up into three main 
sect ion s  —  o n e  on tips and strategies for 
evaluating information, one for parents, teach
ers and librarians, and on e  for kids and stu
dents. The site w as  created by the Washington 
State Library as part of its Information Literacy 
Project so it is very A m erican  in its focus, but 
the ideas behind m any o f the sites listed are 
u n iversa l ly  re levant and  the other ideas  —  
suggestions for getting information about eve-
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ryday life such as getting a job, starting your 

ow n business  —  can e as ily  be a dapted  to 
Australian conditions.

Humanities report
The auth ors  o f  the n e w  report, 'S c h o l a r ly  
w ork  in the hum anities  and the e v o lv in g  in
fo rm ation  e n v ir o n m e n t ' ,  [h t tp :/ /w w w .c l i r . 
o r g / p u b s / r e p o r t s / p u b 1  0 4 / c o n t e n ts .h tm l ]  

h a v e  e x a m in e d  h o w  h u m a n it ie s  s ch o la r s  
con d u ct  and  co lla te  their research, and pro
v id e  su g g e s t io n s  on w a y s  in w h ic h  a c a 
d e m ic  libraries  ca n  a d a p t  to this ra p id ly  
ch anging  environm ent. The report is go o d  at 
e x p la in in g  the c h a n g e s  that h a v e  o c c u rre d  

—  greater use o f  o n line  sources, m ore print- 
on- d e m a n d  use, in creas in g  rem ote  use  of 
libraries  —  and then predict ing  w h e re  and 
h o w  c h a n g e  w il l  next occ u r .  T h e  report is 
dated D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 1  and will be  re levant 
to a n y  a c a d e m i c  library, not just  to th ose  
serv ing  the hum anit ies . T he  report is a jo int 
p u b l ica t io n  o f the C o u n c i l  on L ibrary and  
Inform ation  R e s o u rc e s  a nd  the D igita l  Li
brary Federation.

Rescuing the newsgroup archives
U SE N E T  n e w s g ro u p s  h a v e  b e e n  a ro u n d  a 
long w h i le  in internet terms, but the o lder  
postings w e re  in creasingly  at risk as serv ices  
hosting  them  c h a n g e d  h ands  or c lo s e d  
d o w n .  G o o g l e  is h ost ing  th em  n o w  at 
h t tp :/ /g ro u p s .g o o g le .co m /  but the e a r ly  
postings w e re  in d ang er  o f being lost forever 
until a so ftw are  e n g in e e r  at G o o g l e  s tepped 
in to try to sa ve  them. The story of h o w  he 
tracked d ow n  the files is covered  in the story 
'The  g e e k s  w h o  sa ve d  Usenet' p ub lish ed  by 
S a l o n .c o m .  [h t tp :/ /w w w . s a lo n .c o m /te c h /  

f  e a t  u r e / 2  0 0 2 / 0 1 / 0  7 / s a v i n g _  U s e n e t /  
in dex .h tm l]  This  is an en terta in in g  read  
a b out  an im portant s l ice  o f  internet history 
as  w e ll  as  a v ic to ry  for g e e k s  e v e r y w h e r e .  
Future research ers  w ill  be  grateful that the 
pro b lem  w a s  re c o g n ise d  in tim e b efore  the 
files va n ish e d  fo rever  into c y b e r-o b l iv io n .

Magazines and weblogs
L ibD ex  is p ro b a b ly  better k n ow n as a find
ing tool for m o re  than 1 7  0 0 0  l ibraries  

w o r ld w id e ,  but it a lso  hosts an a lph ab et ica l  
directory of on line  library journals, n ew sle t
ters, and  e-z in es  at h t tp :/ /w w w .lib d ex .co m / 
journals .htm l. Y o u  can c lick  on to the h om e 
p a g e  o f  the journa l  or new sle tter  from the 

listing. A lso  n e w  at the site is a d irectory  of 
library  w e b l o g s  [h t tp :/ /w w w . l ib d e x .c o m /

w eblog s .h tm !] .  The  first links are  to articles 
ab out w h y  w e b lo g s  are a natural tool for li
brar ians ,  and then links to in d iv id u a l  
w e b lo g s  fo llow. The site is a little stingy with 
information a b out  each  b log —  m o re  detail 
a b o u t  in d iv idu a l  w e b lo g  ' f l a v o u r s '  w o u ld  
help, as  the titles a lone  (The Laughing Librar
ian?) are  not part icu larly  in form ative .  N e w  
b logs are  w e lc o m e d ,  so if y o u  w a n t  to add  
yours to the L ibD ex collection, visit the p a g e  
and get the details  on jo in in g  up.

Everybody’s doing it
Digitisation projects are still getting going all 
over the place. The European Com m ission has 
got into the act, funding the n e w  ERPANET 
Project, [http://www.erpanet.org] w h ich  will 
try to establish a set of best practice guidelines 
in the area of digital preservation o f cultural 
heritage and scientific objects. ERPANET part
ners include representatives from museums, li
braries and archives, research institutions, 
governm ent organisations, the entertainment 
and creative  industries, and the com m e rc ia l  
sector, including the com puting and software 

industries. ERPANET aims to provide a virtual 
c lear in g h ouse  on state-of-the-art d e v e lo p 
ments in digital preservation and the transfer 
of that expertise  to indiv iduals  and institu
tions. You can get more information and d o cu 

mentation at the site.

Document delivery
FindLaw [http ://w w w.findlaw .com ] has been  

a ro u n d  for a w h i le  as a h u g e  legal portal .  
Probab ly  less w e l l -k n o w n  is their new sletter  
s e rv ic e  w h ic h  o ffers  a ra n g e  o f  to p ic s  to 
c h o o s e  from . All  n ew sletters  a re  a v a i l a b l e  
via  e-m ail.  Just sign up for the o n e s  that in

terest you . W h at can you get? Y o u  can sign 
up for c lass  action sum m aries  or m ajo r  legal 
new s, though the em p h asis  w ill  b e  m a in ly  
on United States legal matters. H o w ev e r ,  the 
latest addition to the newsletter se rv ic e  will 
be  m ore  gen e ra l ly  useful. This is the Break
ing Documents new sletter . Th is  w il l  a lert  
you  w h e n  n e w  prim ary  legal d o c u m e n ts  

from m a jo r  b re a k in g  n e w s  stories  such  as 
Enron or the U nited  States terrorist a ttacks 
b e c o m e  a c c e s s ib le  online. This  c o u ld  b e  a 
handy tool for librarians, journalists  or inter
ested m em bers  o f  the public  w a n t in g  to tap 
into d eep  background on m ajor n ew s  events. 
h ttp ://newsletters .fincl law.com . T h e  a rc h iv e  

o f  b re a k in g  n e w s  d o c u m e n ts  is at  http:// 
n ew s.f ind law .com /lega lnew s/docum en ts/ .  ■

■

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

This could be a bandy 

tool for libraria/w, 

journalists or interested 

members of the public 

wanting to tap into 

deep background on 

major news events...
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