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G r o o v y  B a b y !
The power of UW
at the Bendigo Institute ofTAFE Library

J  X ’"""'*congratulations to the lib rary on a job w ell
I  done again ' w as just one  of the com pli-
V ^ ^ m e n t s  echoed  by v isitors to the Bend igo  

Regional Institute o fT A FE  Library during the annual 
Library and Information W e e k  celebrations.

Preparations for Lib rary and  In fo rm ation  W e e k  
began very early  at the BR IT  Library. As soon as the 
them e w as announced  in late Leb ruary  our lib rary 
m anager, N a re lle  Stone, p ow ered  into action . The 
'Po w er your m ind ' them e instantly transform ed into 
the groovy w orld  of Austin  Pow ers ' E lec tric  P sych 
ed e lic  Pussycat Sw inger's C lub.

Lrom the m om ent staff/students w a lked  into the 
foyer of the library on D ay  1 of Library and Inform a
tion W e e k  they sensed they w ere  caught in som e cos
m ic tim e shift. Llashing lights and an illum inated  red 
pussycat sign, brightly co lou red  flow ers and Austin 
Pow ers ' m usic engaged their senses. A ll this before 
they had even entered the library!

Austin Powers (m an of the m om ent) greeted v is i
tors, G o-G o  girls danced under a pink gobo light, a 
plush p ink leopard-look L ib rary Loans desk, m an 
nequins dressed in the latest sw ing ing  60s fashion, 
gam es of tw ister and 60s m usic all he lped  set the 
tem po of the week.

D ay 2 and the scene was set for the B R IT  Library's 
A nnua l L ibrary W e e k  m orn ing tea. C haracters from 
the Austin Powers' m ovies m ingled w ith  library clients. M o rn 
ing tea was held in Dr Evil's U nderground  Lair, and w as w e ll 
attended by Institute Board  M em bers, B R IT  senior m anage
m ent and staff. Som e staff m em bers, so carried  aw ay  w ith  
the them e, cam e dressed in the ir favourite  outfits from  the 
60s. M em bers of local libraries and the general pub lic  w ere  
also in attendance at this m uch antic ipated  festivity. D r Evil 
oversaw  the function w ith  her (his) finger on the e ject button 
ready to e lim inate any dissenters. B R IT  C EO , M r Robert Smil- 
lie, addressed the gathering, praising the efforts of the library 
staff, recognising their valued contribu tion  to BR IT  and their 
prom otion  of inform ation literacy and BR IT 's  mission of life 
long learning.

Pictured: Narelle S tone (Austin Powers), Am anda S teen  (Felicity Shagwell), 
Natalie Rose (M rs Kensington), Jenn y  M cIntyre (Dr Evil), Pam Dawkins (M in i 
M e), Lindy Phegan, Rosem ary Rogers, Kathryn Launer, Carolyn Anderson , 
Michala Underw ood, M arion Cagney, Sherry  Bastin (Groovers).

A  choreographed  d ance  sequence  d isplayed  the talent 
of the lib rary staff to all in and around the library after the 
m orning tea. This w as w ithout doubt the highlight of Library 
and In form ation  W e e k , w ith  num erous encores requested 
throughout the day.

A  treasure hunt w as held to help prom ote and d eve lop  
information literacy skills and an increased awareness of the 
information tools and resources availab le. Sherbet Bom bs (left 
over from the 60s) w e re  the reward for tack ling this g roovy 
task.

O u r aim for Library and Information W e e k  was to promote 
the BR IT  Library w ith in  our ow n Institute and the w ider co m 
m unity and to prom ote the pow er of information literacy.

B e low : Pow ering into Library and  In form ation  W eek 2003  
w ere Narelle S tone  (front), Am anda Steen , Lindy Phegan, and  
M arion  Cagney

Library and Inform ation W e e k  provides us w ith  this va lu 
ab le veh ic le  each  year in w h ich  to ach ieve  this aim  and reaf
firm the library's important role w ith in  our Institute and w ider 
com m unity.

The libraries adaptation  of the Austin Pow ers ' sw ing ing  
60s them e brought the 'Pow er your m ind ' theme to life and 
encouraged the involvem ent of students and staff of all ages.

Library and Information W e ek  2003 was a terrific success. 
In reflecting on this success library staff realised that they had 
learnt a lot from past years and w orked  smarter to a ch ieve  
their aims. This cu lm inated  in an energised effort by library 
staff w h ich  further enhanced our client's experiences and reaf
firmed our important contribution towards the achievem ent of 
our Institute's m issions and goals.

Natalie Rose and
Pam Dawkins, BRIT Library
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