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a  p la c e  w here people  

c o u ld  g e t  h o ld  o f  

e x u t in g  ta x o n o m ie s  

r a t h e r  th a n  c reate  

th e ir  ow n  fro m  

s c ra tc h . . .

T h e r e  s a  w o r d  f o r  i t
F or me, the w ord  taxonom y has a l

w ays had a vague ly  sin ister ring to 
it, p rob ab ly  because it rem inds me 

of tax iderm y, an altogether d ifferent art 
form. Luck ily , the Taxonom y W a re h o u se  
[http://www.taxonom ywarehouse.com /] is an 
entirely different kettle of fish —  not a stuffed 
animal in sight —  and librarians can be grate
ful that som eone thought of creating a p lace 
w here peop le cou ld  get hold of existing tax
onom ies rather than create the ir ow n  from 
scratch. The W areho u se  is a free service for 
both taxonom y users and publishers, and it 
aims to provide a com prehensive directory of 
taxonomies, thesauri, classification  schemes 
and other authority  files from  around  the 
w orld , plus inform ation abou t taxonom y 
references, resources and events. There are 
currently around tw o  hundred vocabu laries  
ava ilab le  from the site, but m ore w ill be 
added. You can browse taxonom ies by topic 
or by publisher, and there are various options 
for getting hold of them, depend ing on w hat 
kind of ongoing  support you w ill need to 
keep them  up-to-date. P rob ab ly  the easiest 
option is sim ply to dow n load  those vo cab u 
laries ava ilab le  on line  from the site itself.

Let som eone else do the w o rk
W ith  so m any reference w orks ava ilab le  
on line  and in print, choosing  the 'must- 
haves' gets harder every year. Take advantage 
of the N e w  York Pu b lic  lib rary 's se lection , 
Best of Re fe rence [http ://ww w.nypl.org/ 
branch/books/4_21_03.htm l], w h ich  is an 
annua lly  updated list of the most useful and 
relevant books, websites, and e lectron ic  re
sources selected by librarians for local branch 
use. The m aterials are chosen acco rd in g  to 
specific selection criteria such as the style of 
presentation, and the authority of authors and 
editors of material on offer.

H anging on to  w hat w e ’ve  got
W h a t  w ith  w eblogs, o n lin e  d iscussions, 
websites and other more traditional forms of 
publish ing such as on line  journals, Austral
ian cu ltu re  is w e ll represented o n line . But 
w ith  the w eb  a transient form of publish ing 
at best, preserv ing  the best o f Austra lian  
on line  material is a challenge. The N ational 
Library of Australia 's P A N D O R A  pro ject set 
out to a rch ive  m uch of that m ateria l and 
Pandora staff are now  revis iting  the ir brief 
to see if they have got the ba lance  right. The 
review, the full text of w h ich  can be found at

http ://pandora.n la.gov.au/BSC49 .doc, aim s 
to re v iew  the success of the existing c o l
lecting ob jectives for Austra lian  o n line  
pub lica tions and identify w ays of c reat
ing access to a greater range of Australian  
m aterials. Shou ld  you w ish  to nom inate 
material for inclusion  in P A N D O R A , use the 
registration form at http://pandora.nla.gov.au/ 
registration_form .htm l.

From  the source
W ith  digitisation such a huge issue for librar
ies, it is no surprise that O C L C  has put up 
useful inform ation  on both dig itisation and 
preservation in an on line resource centre that 
anyone m ay use [h ttp ://d ig ita lcooperative. 
oclc.org/]. The kinds of issues covered  are 
copyright in the digital age, pathfinders and 
guides to good p ractice  in d ig itisation , in 
c lud ing new spaper digitisation, grant writing 
guides and tips, and a database of preserva
tion issues. M o re  general information on dig
ital libraries and links to related organisations 
are also provided.

O ne size m ay not lit eve ryb o d y  
O n e  of the interm ittent H o ly  G ra ils  o f the 
on line w orld  is the idea of a one-stop-shop, 
a portal-to-everything. If you are considering 
an institutional portal, you have p robab ly  
succum bed to the lure of a custom ised serv
ice that can be all things to all com ers. Such 
projects, unless done w e ll, can be disastrous, 
sucking in time, m oney and enthusiasm. W ith  
any such project, it is good to study the ex
periences of those w h o  have gone before, 
and the report from U n ited  Kingdom  higher 
education , Stakeholder requirem ents for 
institutional portals [h ttp ://www.fair-portal. 
hu ll.ac.uk/dow nloads/stakereq .pdf], is full 
of such experiences, both good and bad. 
Students w h o  have grow n up w ith  Yahoo! 
and G o o g le  show  m ore enthusiasm  for one- 
stop-shops than a cad em ic  staff w h o  v ie w  
them  m ore as a departm ent store, a p lace  
they w o u ld  never choose to shop s ince  it 
cou ld  not possib ly  cater for the ir boutique 
needs. M o re  than 700 peop le contributed to 
this survey.

Blogs, blogs and m ore blogs
M an y  of the good things I have seen this 
month are w eblogs, so it seems on ly  fair to 
cover a few  of the better finds here. The Site- 
Lines b log [h ttp://ww w.workingfaster.com / 
sitelines/] is com p iled  by Rita V ine , a librar
ian and w eb  search trainer, and is p rim arily
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con cern ed  w ith  W e b  search ing  new s and 
techn iques. It a lso  provides handy links to 
relevant articles. Rather than scan it regularly, 
you cou ld  drop in now  and then and use the 
excellent search facility  to see if there is any
thing of interest to you. The (scitech) Library 
Q uestion  [http ://w w w .podbaydoor.com / 
engine/] is a b log for lib rarians w o rk ing  in 
scientific  and /or techn ica l libraries and co v 
ers a diverse range of issues from a user-cen
tred approach to digital libraries, to science 
reference books and teach ing  resources. 
Peter Scott, w h o  m ainta ins a num ber of 
very useful resources such as Libdex, Library 
W eb log s, Pub lishers ' C ata logues and the 
W eb logs Com pend ium  (find links to these at 
http://blog.xrefer.com/peter.html) also has a 
Library B log  [http://blog.xrefer.com/] to keep 
librarians up to date w ith  the fast changing 
w orld  of on line  services.

G etting  w h at w e p ay  fo r
For most librarians, the useful information w e 
pass on to customers is not on the open web, 
but com es via  the Net, that is, through the 
m aterials w e  access through paid subscrip 
tions to o n lin e  jou rna ls  and inform ation . 
A nyth ing  that m akes those resources more 
seam less and easier to use is w e lcom e. Soc- 
S c iN e t  [h ttp ://w w w .socscinet.com /] is one 
such service, being Elsevier's gateway to what 
it offers to subscribers in the fie ld  of social 
and behavioural sciences. At the site, you can 
find journal abstracts, full-text journal articles 
and  inform ation , books, new s artic les and 
details of any special offers Elsevier Sc ience 
w ill p rovide  in this area throughout 2003. 
A lso  from Elsevier com es the Scirus Toolbar 
[http ://ww w.scirus.com /toolbar/], a d o w n 
loadable p iece of software to help you locate 
scientific, techn ical and m edical information 
on line . For those not in the loop, Scirus is a 
sc ience  search engine that retrieves links to 
both freely ava ilab le  W e b  m aterials and for- 
fee journal articles from the more than 1800 
titles published by Elsevier's S c ience  D irect 
service. The toolbar, w h ich  bolts on to your 
browser, rather like the Internet Explorer or 
G oog le  toolbars, offers a search of both W e b  
and fee-based material or you can opt for one 
or the other. The W e b  Sources search covers 
m ore than 120 m illio n  STM -related  sites, 
such as un iversity  w ebpages and preprint 
servers such as the physics preprints in A rX iv  
[http://arxiv.org/].

The ultim ate in ‘user p a ys ’?
W h en  the O ak land  Public Library in Califor
nia was faced with a new round of budget cuts 
that w ou ld  reduce their book-buying pow er 
by a third, the librarians did not get mad, 
they got online, specifica lly  to Am azon .com  
w here  they posted a w ish list of books they 
w ould  buy if they could. Response was swift, 
and m any local 'philanthropists' dug deep to 
supply the library w ith  needed items. Books 
also cam e from Japan, Canada, Ireland when 
a local author urged her on line  fans to help 
the library out. W h ile  this seems a strategy 
designed to reassure governments that librar
ies can do w ithout funds, libraries may often 
have no cho ice . M itch  Freedm an, president 
of the A m erican  Library Association  stated 
that free library access 'shou ldn 't be funded 
by gifts and donations' but also that 'stand 
ing on princip le isn't going to help the situa
tion.' See how  O ak land  did it at http://www. 
oaklandlibrary.org/buyabook.htm l.

C hecking out the com petition
If you w ou ld  like to see an O ak lan d  or other 
lib rary se rv ice  for yourself, have  a look at 
the Exchang ing  Jobs se rv ice  [h ttp ://w w w . 
exchangingjobs.org/] w h ich  offers a free 
m atch ing  se rv ice  for peop le  w h o  w o rk  in 
lib raries and the inform ation  fie ld . Listings 
can  be both brow sed  and searched , and 
inc lude job  swaps in the U n ited  States and 
other countries.

L ist o f  the m issing
M an y  librarians w ill have felt distress at the 
looting from Iraqi m useum s and libraries 
of printed m aterials, statues and figurines, 
seals, and other cu ltu ra l artifacts. The Lost 
Treasures from Iraq pro ject [http ://ww w-oi. 
uch icago .edu/O I/ IRAQ /] aim s to bu ild  a 
searchab le database of m aterials lost or de
stroyed during or after the w ar in April 2003.

Jo in in g  the dots
Sustainab le developm ent is a key issue in all 
countries, deve loped  and under-developed. 
G o o d  inform ation  is c ru c ia l to p lann ing . 
The H um an ity  Libraries Pro ject [http://www. 
hum aninfo.org/] is gearing up to link 100 
content provider partners together to provide 
access to sustainable deve lopm ent material 
generated by U N  agencies, universities and 
non-governm ent organisations, e ither freely 
or at low  cost. The H um an ln fo  organisation 
is the driver for the project. ■
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