
E a s in g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  

s t u d e n t  t o  a c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l
The ALIA New Graduates Group

A re you a n ew  budd ing  lib rarian  or 
library techn ic ian? H ave  you recently 
com pleted your studies, and now  find 

yourself in the big w id e  w orld  of the library 
and inform ation  profession? O r  are you a 
student just about to em bark on your career? 
If you answ er 'yes' to any of these questions, 
then the A L IA  N e w  G raduates G roup  (N G G ) 
is for you!

The N G G  is an initiative of the A L IA  N ew  
G eneration  Po licy  and A d v iso ry  G rou p . It 
can be quite isolating and daunting being a 
new  graduate in any profession. The diverse 
nature of the inform ation  profession and 
the different career paths are perhaps even 
m ore of cha lleng e  for lib rary and in fo rm a
tion graduates. As a new  graduate ho w  do 
you know  w hat options are ava ilab le  to you? 
W h o  can  you ask for a d v ice ? H o w  do you 
meet others in the profession? And  ho w  do 
you develop  your skills and experience? It is 
hoped that the N G G  w ill assist in the transi
tion from student to being an active m em ber 
of the library and inform ation profession. In 
a survey cond ucted  at the N ew  Librarians 
Sym posium  last year, delegates nom inated  
the creation  of a N e w  G raduates G ro u p  as 
their num ber one priority.

N G G  w ill provide a forum for new  gradu
ates to com m un icate  and socia lise w ith  c o l
leagues and build relationships and networks 
w ith in  the profession. The N G G  is a national 
group w ith  a strong virtual presence through 
the w eb  and an e-list. A ctive  regional groups 
w ill also be established w h ich  w ill participate 
in social and C P D  activities that are particu 
larly relevant to those new  to the library and 
information sector.

M em bersh ip  of the group is open to all 
A L IA  members. The N G G  is inc lu s ive  of li

brarians, techn icians and anyone interested 
in the support and deve lop m en t of new  
graduates. The group does not have any 
restrictions that prevent peop le  becom ing  
mem bers based on their experience or age. 
The N G G  hopes to support those at student 
level, graduate level and others in the early 
stages of their careers.

The N G G  w ill:

• facilitate networking for the new  genera
tion of library professionals.

• p rovide a forum for the discussion of is
sues relevant to new  professionals.

• organise meetings and training specifical
ly relevant to students and new  graduates: 
for exam ple interview  skills, resume w rit
ing, career deve lop m en t and p lanning, 
and m eetings w here  guest speakers talk 
about various career opportunities.

• facilitate the introduction of new  gradu
ates into the w id er A L IA  com m unity.

• support and assist w ith  m entoring pro 
grams in each state.

• prom ote the profession to future genera
tions of library professionals.

• w o rk  c lo se ly  w ith  o ther A L IA  groups 
to encourage a ttendance  at other A L IA  
meetings and events.

• publish  a new sletter w ith  stories of re l
evance  to students and new  graduates. 

To find out m ore or to express inter
est at becom ing  invo lved  just visit A L IA  
groups w ebs ite  http://alia.org.au/groups/ 
or con tact A lison  O 'C o n n o r  at alison. 
o con n o r@ b d w .com .au .

Alison O 'C onnor, national convenor,
N e w  Graduates Group
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1 2 - 1 3 / 9  A u s t r a l i a n  S o c ie t y  o f  

In d e x e r s ,  S y d n e y .  Indexing the world 
of information: an international index
ing conference. C a r lto n  C rest H o te l, 
Sydney. C os t: ASI m e m bers  S 33 0 , 
n o n -m e m b e rs  $ 3 8 0  ( la te  re g is tra tio n  
a fte r  1 3 /7 : $ 3 8 0 /5 4 3 0 ) .  C o n ta c t: 
G le n d a  B ro w n e , ph 02  4 7 3 9  8 1 9 9 , 
w e b in d e x in g @ o p tu s n e t.c o m .a u . M ore  
in fo rm a tio n  h ttp : //w w w .a u s s i.o rg

• 1/10  H u n t e r  R e g io n a l  G r o u p  

( N S W ) .  Committee meeting. C on ta c t: 
D ia n n e  S ch o fie ld , d ia n e .s c h o fie ld @ h u  
n te r lin k .n e t.a u

• 2 4 /1 0  C h i ld r e n  8< Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  

( N S W ) .  Children's Librarian's manage
ment seminar. D e ta ils  to  be ad v ise d . 
B u rw o o d  C ity  C o u n c il C ham bers , 9: 
0 0 -4 :3 0 p m . C o n ta c t M ylee Joseph, ph 
02  9 7 7 7  7 9 0 0 , m y le e .jo se p h @ w illo u g h  
by .nsw .gov.au

• 2 /12  H u n t e r  R e g io n a l  G r o u p

( N S W ) .  General meeting and social 
activity. F u rthe r d e ta ils  to  be adv ised . 
C on tac t: D ianne  S cho fie ld , d ian e .scho f 
ie ld @ h u n te rlin k .n e t.a u

N T
• 1 2 - 1 3 / 9  T o p  E n d  S y m p o s iu m
Power our Territory: Information lit
eracy for development of the Northern 
Territory. The S ym p os ium  w il l  p ro v id e  
an o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  p a rt ic ip a n ts  to  
lea rn  a b o u t c u rre n t ac tiv it ie s , de ve lop  
n e w  ideas and  exp lo re  fu tu re  o p tio n s  
w ith  co llea gues . D a rw in , NT. C o n ta c t: 
Jayshree M a m to ra , chair, O rg a n is 
in g  C o m m itte e , ph 0 8  8 9 4 6  7 8 8 1 , 
ja ys h re e .m a m to ra @ n tu .e d u .a u .

Q L D
• 4/7 Q ld  H e a l t h  L ib r a r ie s .  Breakfast 
featuring Ruth Sladek w h o  w ill  discuss 
th e  NICS E vidence R esearcher Service 
(CER) S tudy  she re c e n tly  u n d e r to o k  
a t th e  D aw  Park R e p a tr ia tio n  G enera l 
H osp ita l, SA. U n ive rs ity  o f  Q ueensland, 
C on fe rence  R oom , Level 1, The Library, 
D uh ig  B u ild in g , 7 :3 0 a m . Cost: $ 1 6 .5 0  
(inc lu des  GST), C o n ta c t K athy H ibberd, 
ph 07  3 8 4 0  8 6 3 9 , k .h ib b e rd @ lib ra ry .u  
q .ed u .au

• 4/7 Q ld  H e a l t h  L ib r a r ie s .  Health 
information symposium workshop: 
Mysteries of mediine revealed. U n ive r
s ity  o f Q ue ens lan d , eZ one 3, Level 2, 
The Library, D u h ig  B u ild in g , 9 :0 0 a m . 
C os t: $ 5 5  A L IA  m em bers , $ 7 7  n o n 
m em bers, $ 2 5  s tu d e n ts  (inc lu des  GST, 
c e rt if ic a te  an d  m o rn in g  tea). Paym ent 
can be m a d e  on  th e  day. C o n ta c t: 
K a th y  H ib b e rd , ph 07  3 8 4 0  8 6 3 9 , 
k .h ib b e rd @ lib ra ry .u q .e d u .a u . Paid 
p a rk in g  av a ila b le  on cam pus.

• 11/7 C h i ld r e n 's  Y o u t h  a n d  

S e r v i c e s  Q L D . Frameworking the 
future: guiding principles for cross-sec
toral collaboration. A  se m ina r co n n e c t
ing  in fo rm a tio n  p ro fess io na ls  to  ideas, 
sk ills, n e tw o rk s  and  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t
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