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D ue to a h ap p y  c o m b in a tio n  
of frequen t- flyer po in ts, a 
S y d n e y  friend 's sofa and  the 

A L IA  m em ber registration d iscount, I 
w as  ab le  to attend the A C O C  A im ing  
for access Sem in a r in Sydney.

I found  the sem in a r to be e x c e l
lent for a n um b er of reasons. Firstly, 
it w as a real m otivator, rek ind ling  m y 
en thusiasm  for ca ta lo g u in g  after the 
end-of-sem ester h o lid ay ! P a rticu la rly  
m o tiva ting  for m e w as  the first p res
en tation , by Joan  M itch e ll, ex ecu tive  
d irec to r and  ed itor-in-chief o f D ew ey  
D ec im a l C lassification  (D D C ).  M s 
M itc h e ll in tro d u ced  the recently-  
re leased  D D C 2 2 , by e x p la in in g  the 
m ain  changes in the ed ition , and  the 
reasons for them .

M s M itc h e ll  is a qu ie tly-sp oken  
but en thu s iastic  in d iv id u a l, and  w as 
a ca ta lo g u er in her 'past life ', so she 
m a in ta in s a ve ry  rea lis tic  attitude re 
gard ing  the im p act o f D D C  changes 
on lib rarians 'in  the fie ld '. M s  M itc h 
e ll's en thusiasm  for c lass ifica tion  and 
her d ed ica tio n  to inc lu s iveness of the 
D D C  sch em e  and  p la n n in g  m e ch a 
n ism s w e re  ve ry  ap p a ren t. I w as

im pressed by the leve l o f co m m u n ity  
in vo lvem en t u tilised  by the D D C  Ed i
torial C om m ittee, for exam p le, lia ising 
w ith  m em bers of the deaf co m m u n ity  
w ith  regards to the m ost ap p rop ria te  
D D C  c lass ifica tion  for 'sign language ' 
and  'finger read ing ', or seek ing  input 
from  the D D C  translators w ith  regard 
to cu ltu ra l d iffe ren ce s  am o n g st the 
w id e  va rie ty  o f nations w h o  subscribe  
to D D C .

Th is p resen ta tio n  w as  e s p e c ia lly  
ex c it ing  for m e, as this is the aspect 
o f c la ss ifica tio n /ca ta lo g u in g  in w h ic h  
I am  p a r t ic u la r ly  in terested  —  h o w  
do  w e  c la ss ify  the  w o r ld ?  In w h a t 
w a ys  is this c u ltu ra lly - s p e c if ic ?  Is 
o u r c la s s if ic a t io n  s ch e m e  p ra c t ica l 
—  does it w o rk  in the  're a l w o r ld '?  
I find  these questions and  cha lleng es 
in c red ib ly  stim ulating, and I hope that 
throughout m y library and ifnorm ation 
s c ie n ce  ca ree r I w ill  be a b le  to have  
som e input into such m atters.

The second  presen tation  w as  a lso  
on  a top ic  w h ic h  interests m e —  w e b  
des ign . Ju d ith  P ea rce  d iscu ssed  the 
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f A u s tra lia 's  'O n e  
Sea rch ' w eb s ite  and  ca ta lo g u e  search

fu n c tio n . M s  Pea rce 's  insights into 
search  en g in e  u sa b ility  and  user 
in te rac tio n s  w ith  the  'O n e  Sea rch ' 
w e b s ite  d e fin ite ly  re m in d ed  m e of 
the im p o rta n ce  o f a 'back-to-bas ics ' 
ap p roach  w ith  w e b  design —  w h o  is 
the  cus to m er? W h a t  does s/he w an t 
or need?

A fte r lun ch , the  A c h ie v in g  A c 
cess Pane l c o m m e n c e d  w ith  b rie f 
presentations from  each  of the panel 
m em bers. W h i le  all the p resentations 
w e re  in fo rm a tive  and  m in d- ex p an d 
ing, d esc r ib in g  d iffe ren t ap p ro ach es  
to the use and  d e v e lo p m e n t o f the 
sauri, C lay to n  B o lith o  from  La Trobe 
U n iv e rs ity 's  p resen ta tio n  took  the 
c a k e  for sheer e n te rta in m e n t va lu e ! 
M r  B o lith o 's  re ve la tio n s  that he has 
c lass ified  his postcard  and  com p u te r 
w a llp a p e r  co lle c tio n s  w ith  D D C  cer
ta in ly  livened  up the room , o v e rco m 
ing the post- lunch  s lu m p ! (I hope, 
C la y to n , that yo u  re a lise  w e  w e re  
laugh ing  with  you , not at yo u !) C la y 
ton then s ilen ced  ou r laughter w ith  a 
d isp la y  o f his im p ress ive  e n d e a vo u r 
to c lass ify  w e b  resources using D D C , 
and  g iv ing  an insight into the leve l o f 
w o rk  in vo lved  in the m a in ten an ce  of 
such a site.

A fte rnoon  tea w as  fo llo w e d  by an 
update from the Austra lian  C om m ittee  
on C a ta lo g u in g  (A C O C ),  co u rtesy  of 
A C O C  chair, D e ird re  K io rg aard , and  
then  a fina l su m m in g  up by A n n e  
Robertson , A u s tra lia n  rep resen ta tive  
to the D e w e y  Ed ito ria l C om m ittee .

The lunch, m orn ing  and  afternoon 
tea breaks p rovided  an opportun ity for 
m an y  p a rtic ip an ts  to ca tch  up w ith  
o ld  friends and  co lleag u es , or, in m y 
case, to m eet o ther p eo p le  n ew  to the 
industry, and  find  out w h a t the water's 
rea lly  like for the n ew  lib rary  and  in 
fo rm ation  s c ie n ce  graduate.

A ll in a ll, I fo u n d  the se m in a r to 
be in c re d ib ly  re w a rd in g , p ro v id in g  
m an y  s tim u la tin g  p o in ts  for m e to 
ponder. M o re  than 1 50 de legates at
tended , reassu ring  m e that 'ru m ou rs  
regarding the death  o f the ca ta log u er 
have been greatly  exaggerated '! To the 
contrary, the ca ta lo g u in g  co m m u n ity  
is vibrant, en thusiastic  and  com m itted  
to con tin u in g  to p ro v id e  the ve ry  best 
access to in fo rm ation  resources.

Kim Moody, post graduate D ip lom a in 
Library and In form ation  Systems at Q UT, 
Brisbane

ALIA heard in bout
over new library whereabouts
Following public consultations and the preparation of a functional specifi
cation and architect's brief, the ACT Government recently allocated $2.5m 
for the construction of a new library to replace a twenty-five year-old 
demountable building in Western Canberra.

Given the competing expenditure priorities of the bushfire reconstruc
tion program, we could hardly believe that it had happened.

We shared the government's site preference for the new library to be 
built directly in front of the entrance to the Kippax Shopping Centre and 
right next to the bus terminus. Ftowever, two local lobby groups had other 
ideas. They wanted the new library —  plus a community centre —  to be 
built on the site of the current temporary library, and subject to a master 
plan for the whole precinct.

Fearing that muddied waters might make it hard to see ahead, ALIA  
(ACT Group and our president Christine Mackenzie) and the Friends of 
the ACT Library and Information Service made our site preference known 
to the planning minister Simon Corbell, and urged an immediate start to 
construction.

Our views were not only heard, but acted upon. In August, the govern
ment announced that the new library would be built on the site that we 
supported. Construction tenders w ill soon be called.

Thanks to all concerned. We can do a lot when we act together.
Ian M cC allum , Libraries A live!
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