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...before the f r o  t 

web browser war 

even thought of, but 

a whole world o f 

online inform ation  

existed fo r  the use 

o f lib rarian s and  

researchers.

T h e  o ld  a n d  th e  n e w
I f you thought the w o rld  of o n line  be

gan the day Tim Berners-Lee deve loped  
the concep t of a W o r ld  W id e  W e b , 

th ink again. N ot o n ly  w e re  p eop le  on line  
—  exchang ing  e-mails, sw app ing  files and 
con n ectin g  to rem ote com puters v ia  Telnet 
—  before the first w eb  brow ser w as even 
thought of, but a w h o le  w o rld  of on line  
inform ation existed for the use of librarians 
and researchers. That w orld  of teletype and 
dial-up inform ation  services, of database 
p roviders such as D IA L O G  and the Rand 
C orporation 's O R B IT , is ch ro n ic led  in an 
artic le  in Inform ation Today ca lled  'O n lin e  
before the internet: early  p ioneers tell their 
stories' [http://www.infotoday.com/searcher/ 
jun03/ardito_bjorner.shtm l]. The on line  busi
ness model took off in 1960 w ith the launch 
by the Lockheed Corporation of its D IA L O G  
service, a database host that a llow ed  users to 
connect to large databases, in areas such as 
business and m edical information.

Blog spot
The more I use w eb  logs, the m ore I find the 
format perfect for current awareness. Though 
a lot of the m ore personal w eb  logs are a 
shameful waste of tim e and bandw id th , the 
good ones —  the ones that con ta in  useful 
postings and are on ly  updated w hen  som e
thing relevant com es along —  are w e ll worth 
a look. It is surprising that more libraries don't 
use them to keep customers informed as the 
format is perfect for that job. The Information 
Literacy W e b lo g  [http://ciquest.shef.ac.uk/ 
infolit/] from the U K 's  Sheffie ld  U n ivers ity  
is a good exam p le  of a w e b  log for the li
b rary profession —  focused on one issue, 
and updated on ly  on a needs basis. The site 
w ou ld  be useful for anyone interested in new 
reports, research, news, conferences and an 
nouncem ents in this field, and not just in the 
U n ited  Kingdom , but w orldw ide . 

Spoonfeed ing
A no ther w eb-enab led  se rv ice  I like m ore 
and m ore is RSS. W h ile  the ju ry  is still out 
on w hether the acronym  stands for R ich 
Site Sum m ary or R ea lly  S im p le  Syndication , 
the techno logy  a llo w s you to see a range 
of new s or head line  feeds w ith in  a qu ick ly  
scanned page. The excellent FaganFinder site 
[http ://ww w.faganfinder.com /], an internet 
lucky-dip of tools and services, has an intro
ductory artic le  on the subject, 'Exp lanation

of RSS, how  you can use it, and finding RSS 
feeds' at http://www.faganfinder.com/search/ 
rss.shtml. W h ile  I tend to use feeds to read 
content from a range of d ifferent services, 
the artic le explains how  you can use RSS to 
d isp lay head lines from e lsew here  as a w ay  
of p rovid ing  add itional content to your us
ers. If you w an t to see how  RSS might work 
w ith ou t the bother of d o w n lo ad in g  an RSS 
reader such as Am phetaD esk, have a look at 
L ISFeeds [http ://ww w.lisfeeds.com /], w h ich  
gathers and d isplays the output of a range 
of library news services such as library w eb  
logs. You can c lick  on each  new s outlet by 
nam e and see the headlines generated by the 
site. It all adds up to a conven ien t one-stop 
shop for a range of library news.

O bject lesson
U n less you are Rip Van W in k le , the notion 
of virtual learning objects w ill have brushed 
past your consciousness at some stage. If you 
w o u ld  like to know  m ore, get hold of the 
on line  text 'The instructional use of learning 
ob jects', w h ich  is free ly-availab le on line  at 
http://www.reusability.org/read/. A cco rd in g  
to the blurb, the book 'tries to go beyond the 
technolog ical hype and connect learning ob 
jects to instruction and learning'. The book is 
d ivided into five main sections, one of w hich , 
'Learn ing  objects exp lained ', may be all that 
you w ill ever w an t or need to know. The site 
also provides 'w a r stories' from the frontlines 
of those trying to im p lem ent this kind of 
technology, and you can join in discussions 
of the issue at the site. The future direction of 
learning objects is also covered.

The D E V IL  yo u  know
Tracking down useful learning objects may be 
a struggle for m any time-pressed academ ics, 
w h ich  is w h ere  the U K  D E V IL  p ro ject m ay 
com e in handy [http://srv1 .m vm .ed .ac.uk/ 
d ev ilw eb/index .asp ], D E V IL , w h ich  stands 
for D yn am ica lly  Enhancing  V LE  Information 
from the Library, is a p ilot project to help tu
tors identify resources of interest for courses, 
and to p rovide acad em ic  staff w ith  tools to 
integrate a w h o le  range of resources, in a 
variety of m edia, includ ing library resources 
and material sourced e lsew here . U nder the 
links and resources area, there is a docum ent 
on 'Extended use case scenarios based on the 
D EV IL  Project functional specification ' w h ich  
might be useful for getting ideas.
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W h istle  stop
O n lin e  com m unities are useful places to hang 
out if you can  find one that matches your in
terests. W eb )unction  [http://webjunction.org/] 
is such a com m un ity  for libraries and other 
agenc ies w h o  help the p u b lic  gain access 
to in fo rm ation  techno logy. W h ile  the site 
is m a in ly  a problem -solving p lace  for North 
A m erican  librarians, anyone in the field w ill 
find useful information, such as sam ple po li
cies and practices, there. Recent content on 
the site inc ludes a survey of m ethods for 
m on ito ring  your netw ork  traffic, an ex p la 
nation of dom ain  nam e servers (D N S ), and 
an in troduction  to w e b  logs for librarians. 
W eb ju nction  librarian George Needham  also 
answers questions from readers.

In fo rm atio n -lite ra te  societies
W ith  term s such as kn o w led g e  nation, the 
information society, life-long learning and the 
inform ation  eco n om y being band ied  about 
everyw here, it is good to know  that som eone 
is trying to m ake sense of such diverse terms 
and nail d o w n  w hat they rea lly  m ean. The 
W o r ld  Sum m it on the In form ation  So c ie ty  
has drafted a D ecla ra tion  of Princ ip les, en 
titled a 'C o m m o n  vision  of the inform ation 
so c ie ty ', the full-text of w h ich  can be seen 
at the W S IS 's  w ebs ite  [http://www.itu.int/ 
wsis/]. The W o r ld  Sum m it is being held 
in tw o  phases —  the first in G en eva  from 
10 to 12 Decem ber 2003, the second in Tunis 
from 1 6 to 18 N ovem ber 2005. Keep an eye 
on the site for revisions to the draft d ec la ra 
tion and other relevant m aterial.

U p to  som ething?
L ib rary  schoo ls in the U n ited  K ingdom  do 
not just turn out q ualified  librarians; m any 
also engage in research projects of use to the 
profession. To see w ho 's do ing w hat w here, 
look at the D irecto ry o f current research 
in L IS  departm ents in the U K  and Ireland  
[http://www.lirg.org.uk/lirn/directory.htm ]. It 
lists the schools that are active ly  researching 
pro jects at the m om ent. W h ile  it w o u ld  be 
useful to be ab le  to search for projects of 
interest, the institutional approach  seems 
the o n ly  w a y  in. Luckily , it is re la tive ly  
q u ick  to c lick  the links for each  p lace  and 
see w h a t they are doing. For exam ple, the 
lib rary  school at the U n ive rs ity  of W a le s  at 
Aberystw yth  is looking at trends in electronic 
inform ation  services, som ething that w ill be

of re levance to just about all libraries these 
days. The d irectory supplies the U R L  of the 
project, con tact person, contact details and 
sources of funding.

M ag m ania
Unless you have a lot of space in your day, 
you w ill not w an t to read every article in the 
Journal o f D ig ital Inform ation M anagem ent, 
but the odd p iece , such as 'Index ing  for 
XM L-based articles' in the latest issue I saw, 
w ill d e fin ite ly  be w orth  a look. This peer- 
review ed  quarterly journal covers digital in
formation processing, content m anagement, 
metadata, digital libraries and related fields. 
[http://dirf.org/jdim/] A lso  worth seeing is 
Inform ation Research, a free, international, 
scho larly  journal, w h ich  publishes research 
across a w id e  range of inform ation-related 
d iscip lines. A ll past issues are still access i
ble on line , and the latest issue I saw' had a 
V LE  article , 'Em bedd ing  o n line  inform ation 
resources in V irtual Learning Environm ents: 
som e im p lica tions for lecturers and librar
ians of the m ove tow ards d e livering  teach 
ing in the on line  environm ent' w h ich  might 
be a useful ad junct to the virtua l learn ing 
objects/environments sites mentioned above. 
[http://informationr.net/ir/index.html]

Fiction finders
Pub lic  library staff are often asked to recom 
mend books to readers w h o  have exhausted 
the works of their favourite writers and need 
to m ove on. If it is crim e fiction they want, 
the N ew  York Times has an a lphabe tica l 
list (by author) of crim e fiction rev iew ed  
since 1997 [http://www.nytimes.com/books/ 
specials/crime.htm l]. It covers everyone from 
Ian Rankin to Sue Grafton, Val M cD erm id  to 
M inette W alte rs. To see the list, you need to 
register; however, this costs nothing and gives 
access to a huge range of all kinds of a rch i
val material provided by the NYT. A lso co n 
cerned w ith  matters bookish is The Reader's 
Corner [h ttp ://w w w .autopen.com /], w h ich  
focuses on the romance, fantasy, and mystery 
genres. The site looks like a dog's breakfast, 
but it is bursting w ith  content —  essays, 
articles, excerpts from novels and stories, 
editor's p icks and reading lists. The site has 
been going since  1995 and has a popular, 
slangy style w ith  topics such as 'M urder w ith 
a stiff upper lip ' for those w h o  fancy classic 
English mysteries. ■
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Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

O nline com m unities 

are useful places to 

hang out i f  you can 

fin d  one th a t matches 

yo u r interests. ..
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