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F ifth -tim e lucky fo r dep artm en t m erger
Canberra Times, 14 August, 
by V eron a  Burgess

The th ree  's e rv ic e  d ep a rtm en ts ' o f P a r lia 
m ent H o u s e  —  the Jo in t  H o u se  D e p a r t 
m ent, the  P a r lia m e n ta ry  L ib rary , and  the 
D epartm en t of the Pa rliam entary  Reporting  
Staff —  w ill  m erge into o n e  departm ent. It 
is b e lie v e d  that the  m erg er w i l l  save  b e 
tw een  $5 m illio n  and  $10 m illion  per year. 
The position  of the p a rliam en ta ry  lib rarian  
w ill be estab lished  at a sen io r leve l w ith in  
the am a lg am ated  departm ents. The Pa rlia 
m entary  L ib ra ry  w ill be granted in d e p e n d 
en ce  by C harter from  the presid ing  officers. 
This w ill be re in forced  by strengthening the 
curren t term s o f re fe ren ce  for the jo in t L i
brary C om m ittee .

Home fo r tom es
Bu lle tin  w ith  N ew sw eek, 12 August 

W h e n  the founders o f Sou th  A u s tra lia  ar
rived  at Port M ise ry  (n o w  Port A d e la id e ) in 
1 836 they  had w ith  them  a trunk of books 
—  the beg inn ings o f a library. So m e  o f that 
first c o lle c t io n  is n o w  he ld  in the  new ly-  
re fu rb ish ed  S p e n c e  W in g  o f the S ta te  L i
b ra ry  o f Sou th  A u s tra lia . O n  the first day  
o f open ing , m ore than 7000 p eo p le  v is ited  
the re fu rb ished  library.

V ibrant but still serene, 
ou r lib ra ries  keep on com ing up trum ps  
Sunday Canberra Times, 1 0 August, 
by R enee  Cutrup i

Renee Cutrup i talks to the general m anager 
o f A C T  L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm ation  Se rv ic e , 
M e rr ile e  Pigram , and  d iscovers that the o ld  
stereo types of lib ra ries  and  lib ra rians  are 
long gone. O n  average m ore than tw o  m il
lion visits are m ade to C anberra 's p u b lic  li
braries each  year. M errilee  believes that part 
o f the reason that A C T  libraries are so p opu 
lar is that they have kept up w ith  changes in 
techn o lo g y  and custom er needs.

Take a le a f from  K en n e tt’s book, 
lib ra ry  advocates urge the state
M elbourne Times, 6 August, by C lay  Lucas

B a rb a ra  H o rn , C E O  o f Yarra  M e lb o u rn e

R e g io n a l L ib ra ry  C o rp o ra tio n  says that 
o ve r  the  past tw e n ty  years , state g o ve rn 
m ent fu n d in g  o f lib ra ries  has fa llen  from  
fifty p er cen t to ten per cen t. A n d  w h ile  
the  B racks  G o v e rn m e n t  has spent b ig  on 
c a p ita l w o rks , M s  H o rn  is w o rr ie d  that 
the  day-to-day ru n n in g  costs h ave  to be 
m et b y  cash-strapped  lo ca l co u n c ils . The 
g o ve rn m en t argues that it has a c tu a lly  
increased  lib ra ry  fun d ing  each  yea r s in ce  
it w as e lec ted , but Yarra C o u n c illo r  Ja ck ie  
Fristacky says that the g ove rnm en t has not 
taken into considera tion  the increased  run 
n ing costs o f lib raries.

L ib ra ry  eats into rates: 
state subsidy shrink ing
Bayside Leader, 4 August, by Kate W ill ia m s  

B a ys id e  C o u n c il  has b lam ed  d w in d lin g  
state g o ve rnm en t fun d ing  for lib rary  se rv 
ices for increased cou n cil rates. Ian W ils o n , 
B a y s id e  C o u n c il  C E O , sa id  that the  state 
governm ent n o w  covered  less than twenty- 
five  per cent of the lib rary service 's running 
costs. H e  said that despite state governm ent 
fund ing  fa iling  to keep p ace  w ith  increased 
costs, rigid g u id e lin e s  still had  to be m et 
—  such as free en trance, and  access to the 
internet —  to be e lig ib le  for grants.

Fees, charges set to rise at lib raries
Baysid e  Leader, 4 August 

B a y s id e  C o u n c il  has re leased  a n ew  
sch ed u le  o f fees for lib rary  services. W h ile  
in terne t a ccess  w ill  rem a in  free, the cost 
for h av ing  books hom e-de livered  w ill rise 
from  $66 per year, to $ 11 0. So m e fees and 
cha rg es  h ave  been  red u ced , such  as the 
cost o f a rep la cem en t lib rary  card  and  the 
p rice  o f com p u te r disks.

L ib ra ry  at risk  from  funding sh ortfa lls  
L ilyd a le  and Yarra V a lley Leader, 4 August, 
by A n d y  D rew itt

Jo h n  B in n io n  says that L i ly d a le  L ib ra ry  
can n o t co n tin u e  to operate  v ia b ly  w ith o u t 
extra state g overnm en t fund ing . State g o v 
ernm en t lib rary fund ing  has been fa lling  in 
real term s o ve r  the  past seven  years, and  
as a result staffing leve ls have d ram a tica lly
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F l e x i b l e  k n o w l e d g e  m a n a g e m e n t  s o l u t i o n s

Start small and develop at your own pace.
From simple cataloguing to complete knowledge 
management on your intranet, Maxus can supply 
the solutions and has the resources to support 
your system as it grows, right across Australia.

Inmagic DB/TextWorks solutions from Maxus.
For free demonstration software or further 
information contact Maxus on (03) 9646 1988 
or your local representative:
W A  Infordata (08) 9433 4992
Q LD  Resource Options (07) 3849 1383

M A X U S
PO  B o x  7 2 7  S o u th  M e lb o u r n e  
V ic to r ia  3 2 0 5 ,  A u s t r a l ia  
m a x u s @ m a x u s .n e t .a u  
w w w .m a x u s .n e t .a u  
( 0 3 )  9 6 4 6  1 9 8 8

377, sh o rt_co u rse s @ a p e sm a -e d .co m  

9 - 1 0 / 1 0  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e
Risk management. B risbane . C ost: 
m e m bers  $ 6 5 0 , n o n -m e m b e rs  $ 7 5 0 . 
C on tac t: A P E 5 M A  M a n a g e m e n t E duca
tio n , ph 1 3 00  8 5 3  37 7 , sh o rt_cou rses@  
ap esm a-ed .co m

•  1 5 /1 0  Q L D  O P A L . General meeting. 
H o p g o o d  G an im  Law yers, 141 Q ueen 
Street, C ity, 1 2 :3 0 —2 :0 0 p m . H ost: H elen 
Gam bley, h e g @ h o p g o o d g a n im .c o m .a u

•  2 0 /1 1  Q u o r u m  G ro u p .  General 
meeting. Brisbane  C ity  C ou nc il C en tra l 
L ibrary Thea te re tte , 5 :0 0 p m  fo r  5 :30 pm . 
A  go ld  co in  is re q u e s te d  to  co ve r th e  
costs o f lig h t re freshm ents. C on tac t: Joy 
G o ldsm ith , jo y _ g o ld s m ith @ h o tm a il.c o m

S A
8 -  9 /9  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e .
Finance for non-financial people. 
A d e la id e . C os t: m e m b e rs  $ 6 5 0 , n o n 
m em bers $ 7 5 0 . C o n ta c t: APESM A M a n 
a g e m e n t E du ca tion , ph  1 3 0 0  8 5 3  37 7 , 
sh o rt_c ou rses @ ape sm a-ed .com

•  1 5 /9  S A  L ib r a r y  T e c h n ic ia n s  
General meeting. The Le ft B ank, 16 5  
P u ltene y  St A d e la id e , 6 :0 0 p m , a ll 
w e lc o m e . C o n ta c t: F a irlie  S am pson , 
lib ra ry@ ta u o n d i.sa .e d u .a u

•  2 0 /1 0  S A  L ib r a r y  T e c h n ic ia n s  
General meeting. The L e ft B an k, 165  
P u lte n e y  St A d e la id e , 6 :0 0 p m , a ll 
w e lc o m e . C o n ta c t: F a irlie  S am pson, 
lib ra ry@ ta u o n d i.sa .e d u .a u

2 1 /1 0  A u s t r a l ia n  C o p y r ig h t  C o u n 
c i l .  Training day: Basics $ 6 6 ; 11:
0 0 am  Text &  Im ages, $8 8 ; 2 :0 0 p m  AV 
resou rces: v id e o s  DVDs, CDs, $ 6 6 ; 3: 
30 p m  In te rn e t &  D ig ita l L icences $7 7 . 
A r t  G a lle ry  o f  SA. 9 :3 0 a m . D e ta ils  a t 
h t tp : / /w w w .c o p y r ig h t .o rg .a u , ph  02  
9 6 9 9  3 2 4 7 .

2 1 - 2 2 / 1 0  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u r s e
Negotiation skills and dispute resolu
tion. A d e la id e . C os t: m e m b e rs  $ 6 5 0 , 
no n -m e m b e rs  $ 7 5 0 . C o n ta c t: APESM A 
M a n a g e m e n t E du ca tion , ph 1 3 0 0  8 5 3  
37 7 , sh o rt_cou rse s @ a p e sm a -e d .co m

•  1 7 /1 1  S A  L ib r a r y  T e c h n ic ia n s
General meeting. The L e ft B an k, 165  
P u lte n e y  St A d e la id e , 6 :0 0 p m , a ll 
w e lc o m e . C o n ta c t: F a irlie  S am pson, 
lib ra ry@ ta u o n d i.sa .e d u .a u

T A S
9 -  1 0 /1 0  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e .
Project management. H o b a rt. C os t: 
m em bers  $ 6 5 0 , n o n -m e m b e rs  
$ 7 5 0 . C o n ta c t: A P E S M A  M a n a g e 
m e n t E d u c a tio n , ph 1 3 0 0  8 5 3  3 7 7 , 
sh o rt_c ou rses @ ape sm a-ed .com

V I C
•  5 /9  N a t io n a l  A c q u is i t i o n s .
Seminar: Collaboration in Acquisitions: 
changes in the way we work. S ta te  
L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to r ia  T h e a tre tte , E n try  3 
La Trobe S tre e t, M e lb o u rn e , 9 :0 0 a m -  
4 :3 0 p m . C ost: $ 1 0 0  A L IA  m em bers ,
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$ 1 3 0  no n -m e m b e rs , $ 5 0  s tu d e n ts . 
C o n ta c t: R ob e rt E lson, ph 08  8 2 0 4  
0 4 8 7 , robe rt.e lso n@ co urts .sa .g ov .au

1 6 - 1 7 / 9  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e
Managing consultants and contrac
tors. M elbou rne . Cost: m em bers $6 5 0 , 
n o n -m em b ers  $7 5 0 . C on tac t: APESM A 
M a n a g e m e n t E ducation, ph 1300  853  
37 7 , short_cou rses@ ape sm a-ed .com

2 3 - 2 4 / 9  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e
Strategic asset management. M e l
bo u rn e . C ost: m em bers  $ 6 5 0 , n o n 
m em bers  $ 7 5 0 . C o n ta c t: A P ESM A 
M a n a g e m e n t Educa tion , ph 1300  8 5 3  
37 7 , sh o rt_courses@ ape sm a-ed .com

2 9 - 3 0 / 9  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e .
Strategic marketing for technical peo
ple. M elbou rne . Cost: m em bers $6 50 , 
non-m em b ers  $ 7 50 . C on tac t: APESM A 
M a n a g e m e n t Educa tion , ph 1 3 00  853  
37 7 , sh o rt_courses@ ape sm a-ed .com  

7 - 8 / 1 0  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e .  
Contract management. M e lb o u rn e . 
C ost: m em bers  $ 6 5 0 , n o n -m e m b e rs  
$ 7 5 0 . C o n ta c t: A P ESM A M a n a g e 
m e n t E du ca tio n , ph 1 3 0 0  8 5 3  3 7 7 , 
sh o rt_courses@ ape sm a-ed .com

•  2 5 /1 0  S c h o o ls  V ic t o r ia  A 
celebration o f best evidence-based 
practice. Learn m ore  a b o u t be s t 
ev id e n ce -b a se d  p rac tice , d e te rm in e  
fu tu re  d ire c tio n s  a n d  d e v e lo p  a 
fra m e w o rk  fo r  o n g o in g  c o lle g ia l 
s u p p o rt. C o n ta c t: Kris Jo hns ton e , 
ph 03  9 8 8 5  4 5 0 1 , k r is . jo h n s to n e ®  
sacrecoe u r.m e lb .ca tho lic .edu .a u

•  2 5 /1 0  S c h o o ls  V i c t o r ia .  Com
mittee meeting. S an ta M a r ia  C o l
lege  Library, N o rth c o te , 9 :3 0 a m . 
A ll m em bers  a re  w a rm ly  w e lc o m e  
to  a tte n d . C o n ta c t: A n n e  G iro la m i, 
secretary, ph 03  9851 1525, anneg@  
m arce llin .v ic .e d u .a u . The m ee ting  w ill 
f o l lo w  th e  PD a c tiv ity  o rg a n is e d  fo r  
th a t day.

•  2 7 /1 0  S c h o o ls  V ic t o r ia .  School 
libraries day dinner, jo in t  d in n e r 
w ith  SLAV is p la n n e d  to  ce le b ra te  
Schoo l L ib ra ries  Day. C o n ta c t: Kris 
Jo hns ton e , ph 03  9 8 8 5  4 5 0 1 , 
k r is . jo h n s to n e @ s a c re c o e u r .m e lb .  
ca th o lic .e d u .a u

1 1 - 1 2 /1 1  A P E S M A : s h o r t
c o u rs e .  Project management. 
M e lb o u rn e . C ost: m em bers  $ 6 5 0 , 
n o n -m e m b e rs  $ 7 5 0 . C o n ta c t: 
A P ESM A M a n a g e m e n t E du ca tio n , 
ph 1 3 0 0  8 5 3  3 7 7 , s h o rt_ c o u rse s @  
apesm a-ed .com

•  1 5 /1 1  S c h o o ls  V i c t o r ia .  Com
mittee meeting. Santa M a ria  C ollege  
Library, N o rth co te , 9 :3 0 a m , A ll m e m 
bers are  w a rm ly  w e lc o m e  to  a tte n d . 
C on tac t: A nne  G iro lam i, secre tary, ph 
03  9851 1525 , a n n e g @ m a rc e llin .v ic . 
edu .au .

1 8 -1 9 /1 1  A P E S M A : s h o r t  c o u rs e
Risk management. M e lb o u rn e . 
C ost: m em bers  $ 6 5 0 , n o n -m e m b e rs
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Making news continued...

dropped . H e  said that lib raries in the group 
a lso  h ave  less m o n ey  to  p u rch ase  lib ra ry  
m ateria ls.

M a n y  m o re  stories ap p e a red  in loca l 
V ic to r ia n  papers ab ou t this issue, in c lu d 
ing 'L ib ra ry  fu n d in g  irks c o u n c ils ' by 
A n d re w  W e b s te r  in the  D iam on d  V a lle y  
Leader, B a n y u le  on 30  Ju ly , and  'L ib ra r 
ies seek b a la n ce ' by A n d re w  W e b s te r  and 
Ja m ie  D u n ca n  in the  H e id e lb erg  Leader 
on 29 Ju ly.

C ouncil’s ‘user-p ays’ 
lib ra ry  system  questioned
W entw orth  Courier, 30 Ju ly, by N ic k  O l le

W o o lla h ra  C o u n c il  has m o ved  to d is 
co n t in u e  the  $50 OOO a n n u a l c o n tr ib u 
tion  to W a v e r le y  L ib rary , and  has m ad e  
a su b m iss io n  to  the  M in is te r  for the  Arts 
to in tro d u ce  a user-pays lib ra ry  system . 
W a v e r le y  c o u n c il lo r  Sam  E in fe ld  says he 
has a 'p h ilo so p h ica l o b je c t io n  to charg ing  
for lib rary  s e rv ice s ... '

L ib raries  fa ll sh ort — rep o rt
Knox Leader, 29 Ju ly, by Sh an n o n  N orris

A  State g o ve rnm en t re v ie w  o f the Eastern 
R eg io n a l L ib ra ries  C o rp o ra tio n  has found  
that fo u r o f K nox  C o u n c il 's  lib ra r ie s  rate 
lo w e r than the state b en ch m ark  in several 
c a teg o r ie s  —  the  eastern  reg ion 's  rate o f 
m em bersh ip  is the low est in the  state, the 
lib ra ry  m em b ers  b o rro w e d  fe w e r  books 
than the average, staff num bers are low er, 
the  n u m b er o f p u b lic  a ccess  co m p u te r  
te rm in a ls  and  the num b er o f books a v a il
ab le  a re all lo w e r than averag e. The loca l 
c o u n c il  w an ts  the  state g o ve rn m en t to 
p ro v id e  m ore fund ing  so that se rv ices  can  
im prove .

C Q U  jo ins national lib ra ry  su rvey
D a ily  M ercu ry  (M a ck ay ), 28 Ju ly

The C en tra l Q u e e n s la n d  U n iv e rs ity 's  
M a c k a y  C a m p u s  is u n d e rtak in g  a su rve y  
o f iib ra ry  users to d e te rm in e  the  o ve ra ll 
le ve l o f sa tis fac tion  w ith  the  se rv ice . The 
su rvey is con d u cted  in m ost A ustra lian  un i
versities, and  the results are b en ch m ark ed  
against o ther a ca d e m ic  lib raries. C Q U  L i
b rary  is a lso  p artic ip a tin g  in an A ustra lian  
R esea rch  C o u n c il  gran t for th e  d e v e lo p 
m ent o f an A ustra lian  A c a d e m ic  Research  
L ib ra ry  In fo rm a tio n  N e tw o rk  (A A R L IN )  
portal for research  sharing.

Pbonic yo u th
Age, 28 Ju ly, by A lic e  Russell

A n  in-depth a rt ic le  ab ou t the  ad van tag es  
o f using ph on ics  to teach  ch ild ren  to read. 
Professor K ev in  W h e ld a ll  from  M a cq u a r ie  
U n iv e rs ity 's  S p e c ia l Ed u ca t io n  C en tre  in 
S yd n e y  w ays  that there is not su ffic ien t at
ten tion  being  g iven  to literacy. H e  is c o n 
ce rn ed  that too  m an y  c h ild re n  still h ave  
troub le  lea rn ing  to read.

V aluing learn ing  fo r  its ow n sake
Age, 28 Ju ly, by A lic e  Russeil 

A  sm all g roup  o f a c a d e m ic s  from  a v a 

rie ty  o f b a ck g ro u n d s  share  the  v ie w  that 
the m o d ern  u n ive rs ity  has g o n e  too  far 
d o w n  the  co rp o ra te , v o c a tio n a l, student- 
as-custom er path . T h e  group , A ked em os, 
is reg is te red  as a co - o p e ra tive  and  offers 
ed u ca tio n  that va lues  lea rn ing  for its ow n 
sake, and  the o n ly  'fees ' are the purchase 
of a $20 share.

W h at have th ey  done to  ou r lib ra ry
Age, 26 Ju ly, by R ache l B u ch an an

R a ch e l B u c h a n a n  likens sitting  in the re
fu rb ish ed  D o m e d  R e ad in g  R o o m  o f the 
State L ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia  to b e ing  'trapped  
inside a g igantic  p ava lo va . It is a space that 
is sw ee t and  light and  fluffy.' Sh e  believes 
that the room  is n o w  too  light and  there is 
too m uch  w h ite . Sh e  says that the room  is 
'e x q u is ite ly  beau tifu l ... but that does not 
m ean  it m akes a good  read ing  room '.

M ove to standardise lib raries
Portland  O bserver, 25 Ju ly

The L ib rary  Board  o f V ic to r ia  has proposed 
a state-w ide standard ised  research  and  li
brary c ircu la tio n  system , S W IFT . The Board  
b e lieves that the S W IF T  in itia tive  w ill result 
in a s in g le  strategy to m an ag e  lib ra ries ' 
re sources  and  b a n d w id th  requ irem en ts  
across the  state. The Bo ard  w ill  approach  
the V ic to r ia n  g o ve rn m en t for fun d ing  for 
the in itia tive  later this year.

L ite ra ry  h is to ry  in the m aking
N orth Shore Times, 25 Ju ly, 
by Sco tt H o w le tt

D a v id  Jones, from  the State L ib rary  o f N e w  
Sou th  W a le s , w as  in C h atsw o o d , the b irth 
p la ce  o f free lib rary  se rv ices  in N e w  South 
W a le s , ta lk ing  to residents ab ou t the C iv ic  
P la c e  re-d eve lo p m en t, w h ic h  in c lu d es  a 
n ew  library. D r  Jon es  said  that there is no 
better tim e  to invest in lib raries.

M y ste ry  o f  tom e set in stone  
N ew castle  H erald , 24 Ju ly, 
by C a r ly  H en nessy

A  d o n a tio n  o f an u nu su a l a rtifa c t to the 
N e w c a s t le  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  has g ener
ated m uch  debate . There  are several theo 
ries on  the  p o ss ib le  o rig in s  o f the stone 
book. G io n n i D i G ra v io , A u ch m u ty  Library 
a rch ive  o ffice r b e lie ve s  that it co u ld  have 
been  a stone m issal that acted  as a substi
tute for a b ib le  for so m eo ne  w h o  cou ld  not 
read. A no th er theory  is that it is a m em oria l 
for the dead .

R esidents petition  to  keep lib ra ry  open
Advertiser, 24 Ju ly, by Lou ise  T reccasi

1130 res idents o f C h a r le s  Sturt C o u n c il 
have  signed  a petition  against the  c lo su re  
o f H e n le y  B each  library. A  report by c o u n 
c il c h ie f  e x e cu tiv e  o ffic e r Peter Lockett 
suggests c lo s in g  the  H e n le y  B e a ch  and  
F indon  L ib raries and  substitu ting them  for 
a n ew  site. The report raises the possib ility  
o f runn ing  few e r lib raries to save costs and 
im p ro ve  serv ices. ■
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