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...the growing gap 
between the information 
rich and in the 
information poor, and 
that library development 
programs should be 
promoted for poor rural 
and urban populations...

I t must be con ference season —  or it cer
tain ly feels like it! I have just been to three 
in the last month —  all of them different 

and all of them  most successful.

The 10th Asia  Pacific  Sp ec ia l, H ealth  
and Law  Librarians con feren ce  w as held in 
A delaide, and attracted more than 600 de le 
gates. Speakers and delegates, w ho  recognise 
that librarians do indeed have som ething to 
ce lebrate , carried  the them e of the con fer
en ce  —  Celebrate the future —  fo rw ard . 
In her open ing  keynote address, M a rian n e  
B roadbent spoke about leadership  and the 
attributes and  skills w e  need to feel co n fi
dent about going into the future. Ph ilip  Keane 
and his com m ittee did a great job w e lcom ing  
delegates to their c ity and presenting a well- 
organised, stim u lating  program  and live ly  
social events [see p16 for m ore details].

The 12th A L IA  N ational L ib rary T echn i
cian 's con ference was held in a hot and sun
ny Brisbane, w ith  m ore than 550 delegates. 
The com m ittee  led by Y vo n ne  B rock  put in 
an enorm ous effort to ensure that everyone  
had an en jo yab le  and rew ard ing  tim e. The 
theme —  Bridging services, em bracing reality 
—  em phasised the important role that library 
techn ic ians p lay  in our sector. The open ing  
keynote session by m otivationa l speaker 
Bruce Su llivan  really set the scene for a live ly 
and interactive conference w ith  lots of energy 
and fun. The tru ly am azing con ference  d in 
ner not on ly  featured masks and maracas, but 
also the presentation  of tw o  aw ards —  the 
D unn  and W ils o n  aw ard  to Lothar Retzlaff, 
and the Library Techn ician  of the Year aw ard  
to Jack ie W illiam s .

The 69th I FLA  G enera l C o n fe ren ce  and 
Council W o r ld  Library and Inform ation C o n 
gress held in Berlin  had as its them e Access 
Point Library: M edia  —  Inform ation —  Cul
ture. Berlin , too, was hot and sunny, and at
tracted 4500 delegates to the conference. At 
the opening session Professor Klaus Saur gave 
a short history of IFLA , and it w as interesting 
to hear that IFLA  was founded in 1928, w ith  a 
num ber of G erm an librarians present. In c lud 
ed in these members was H enrich  U h lendah , 
the d irector o f the G erm an N ational Library, 
w ho  held this position from 1924 until 1954 
despite all of the contem porary po litica l up
heaval and changes. Professor Saur described 
him as leg en d a ry ' —  it is a long tim e to be 
a d irector o f one library! The Nazis arrested 
him  in 1933, but the in ternational lib rary 
w orld  unleashed such a storm of protest that 
G oeb b e ls  im m ed ia te ly  ordered his release. 
It w as p lanned  to hold an IF LA  con fe ren ce  
in G e rm an y  in the 1930s but IF LA  a lw ays  
refused to m eet in N azi G erm any. In 1956 
an IFLA  con fe ren ce  w as held  in G e rm an y  
for the first time, in M un ich . The m eeting in

August w as the first IFLA  m eeting in Berlin, 
the cap ita l of re-unified Germ any.

Professor Saur also said that the re-unifi
cation has meant that a broad-based network 
of un iversity  and specia l lib raries supplies 
more books and inform ation than any other 
com parab le  location in continental Europe. 
H e  said that G erm an  libraries are facing  
tough times w ith  the current econom ic  con 
ditions and there have been budget cuts, staff 
cutbacks and reductions in important areas of 
library serv ice  and provision. And all this at 
a tim e w hen  the G erm an  education  system 
is under fire for the poor literacy levels being 
ach ieved  in their schools.

So it w as  an interesting tim e to be in 
Berlin , and to see how  the c ity  is re-unify
ing. I w as lucky enough to do a w alk ing  tour 
starting up in the east part of the c ity  and 
w orking dow n to the west. The sense of what 
a m om entous occasion 1989 must have been 
still is pa lpab le in the city. About tw o kilom e
tres of the Berlin  W a ll have been saved and 
tourists still gather at C heckpo in t C harlie  to 
rem em ber w hen  it w as an A m erican  sector 
and a crossing point betw een east and west. 
The surreal nuclear bunker I toured as part of 
the Story of Berlin  museum w ill stay w ith  me 
for a long time.

A no ther of the IF LA  keynote speakers 
w as A d am a  Sam assekou w h o  is secretary 
general of the Preparation Com m ittee of the 
W o rld  Sum m it on the Information Society. M r 
Samassekou was the M in ister of Education of 
M a li for seven years, and is curren tly  presi
dent o f the A frican  A cad em y  of Languages. 
A  num ber of Australian delegates w e re  lucky 
enough to meet him , as he attended the 
reception held at the Australian  Em bassy in 
Berlin . IF LA  is urging lib rary associations 
and institutions to ad voca te  to the ir gov
ernm ent representatives to the Sum m it that 
libraries are a g lobal p u b lic  good. O ther 
areas that IF LA  has identified  that need to 
be highlighted are the grow ing gap between 
the inform ation  rich and in the inform ation 
poor, and that library developm ent programs 
should be promoted for poor rural and urban 
populations. It also calls  for the elim ination  
of fees for basic services, for assistance in 
deve lop ing  local con ten t for e lec tro n ic  in 
form ation services, and provid ing  equ itab le 
access to the internet.

Carla Hayden, the A m erican  Library Asso
ciation (A LA ) president, said w hen  she spoke 
in C o un c il in favour o f the m otion, that the 
Sum m it represents the best opportun ity  for 
the profession to m ake the case for libraries 
as key players in the m ovem ent to bridge the 
digital d ivide. You w ill be hearing more about 
the Sum m it in future issues of inCite. •
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