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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  r e p o r t
The Septem ber Board  m eeting led into this 
year's N ational Po licy  Congress (N P C ). The 
them e for the N P C  w as 'Celebrating  success' 
and this w as certa in ly  the case in presenta­
tions and d iscussions on the Assoc ia tion 's 
ach ievem ents over the last year. A  report on 
the N P C  can be found on p30.

Financial rep o rt — 
changes in accounting standards  
In Ju ly  2002 the F inancial Reporting Council 
d irected the Australian A ccoun ting  Standards 
Board to adopt International Financial Report­
ing Standards (IFR S ) for the fin an c ia l years 
com m encing  on or after 1 January  2005. The 
Board  is w orking w ith  the executive d irector 
and finance manager, and the Association 's 
auditor Pricew aterhouseCoopers on the im ­
p lem entation of these new  standards as they 
w ill impact on the 2003 financial reports, and 
the 2004 budget and financial statements.

education fram ework endorsed; C P D  partner­
ships w ith M onash Learningfast and A P E S M A  
im plem ented and negotiations underw ay for 
further partnerships; on line  C P D  m em ber 
database and career-long learning user guide 
launched; Inqu iry w atch w eb  page; inform a­
tion literacy ad vocacy  kit; new  m em bership 
database and website; A L IA  Co-operative In­
formation Purchasing Services for institutional 
members launched (see p22); a l ia P U B N E W S  
(pub lic  libraries) launched (see p22).

A C O C  w o rksh op
The Board  has endorsed an A C O C  sem inar 
to be held in M e lbourne on 2 February 2004, 
in con junction  w ith  th e V A L A  conference, fo­
cussing on Functional Requirem ents for B ib li­
ographic Records. This fo llow s the success of 
the A C O C  sem inar held in Sydney on 25 Ju ly 
this year. A C O C  is a jo in t com m ittee of A L IA  
and the N ational Library of Australia.

F e e d b a c k  t o  y o u r  

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Do you have an idea, compliment or 
concern about your Association? Con­
tact any director below on personal is­
sues and ideas will be reviewed at each 
meeting of the Board.

E-mail to feedback@alia.org.au will 
be automatically forwarded to all Board 
members.
Christine Mackenzie [president] 

ph 07 3403 4255, 
fx 07 3403 9969,
christine.mackenzie@alia.org.au 

Imogen Garner [vice-president] ph 
08 9380 2341, fx 089380 7832,
imogen.garner@alia.org.au

Deanne Barrett, ph 08 9268 7138, 
fx 08 9221 3261,
deanne.barrett@alia.org.au

Angela Bridgland, ph 03 8344 5368, 
fx 03 9347 7243,
angela.bridgland@alia.org.au

Kevin Dudeney, ph 02 9804 5448, 
fx 02 9804 5460,
kevin.dudeney@alia.org.au

Vicki McDonald, ph 07 3842 9405, 
fx 07 3840 7860,
vicki.mcdonald@alia.org.au

Ann Ritchie, ph 08 8946 7056, 
fx 08 8946 7077,
ann.ritchie@alia.org.au

This represents an enorm ous change 
for A ustra lian  fin anc ia l reporting. 
A L IA  has a project in p lace  to m an­
age the likely impact on our reported 
net assets and earn ings and im p le ­
ment the system changes and staff 
train ing. M u ch  of the change for 
A L IA  relates to the va lua tion  of as­
sets such as A L IA  H ouse  and fixed 
assets. A ny  changes for 2003 w ill be 
outlined  in the 2003 annua l f in an ­
cial reports.

A L IA  w ill be required to:

7 Jan uary 2004  —  prepare  an 
open ing  b a lan ce  sheet, w h ich  is 
com p lian t w ith  IFR S  so that ad ­
justm ents to the open ing  retained 
earnings at that date have been 
calcu lated ;

31 D ecem ber 2004 —  create 
a set of com p arative  data that are 
IFR S  com p lian t, and also  prepare 
the fin anc ia l statements in a cco rd ­
ance  w ith  Austra lian  acco un tin g  
standards;

3 7 D ecem ber 2005  —  prepare 
the first set of IFRS com p lian t finan ­
c ia l statem ents in c lu d ing  restated 
com parative information.

A L IA  2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 4  plan: m aking the  
differen ce  — m ajor m ilestones
A ch ievem en ts and highlights to 
Septem ber 2003 inc lude the ap ­
pointm ent of local liaison officers in 
W estern  Australia, V ictoria , Q u eens­
land and Tasm ania; a retention rate 
of eighty-nine per cent at the end of 
June 2003 (increased  from  eighty- 
four per cen t in June 2002); an 
increase in on line requests for m em ­
bership app lica tion  forms; the A L IA

A L IA  N ew L ib ra rian s ’
Sym posium  2 0 0 4 : B eyond the stereo typ e
The Sym posium  w ill be held in A dela ide  on 
Friday 3 and Saturday 4 D ecem b er 2004. 
The organising com m ittee is putting together 
a strong program around the three themes of 
career and life p lanning; libraries and the fu­
ture; and libraries and the w orld . There w ill 
be a call for papers as the com m ittee sees this 
as an opportun ity to encourage new  library 
and information professionals to present their 
first paper in a supportive environm ent.

Stra teg ic  partn ersh ip s
The president Christine M ackenz ie  and V ick i 
M cD o n a ld , d irector and convener of ALIA 's 
p u b lic  lib raries re fe rence group, met w ith  
representatives from Public  Libraries Australia 
to finalise the m em orandum  of understanding 
w h ich  w ill be signed on 13 Novem ber.

The m em orandum  of understanding be­
tw een  A L IA  and the Congress of Southeast 
A sian  L ib rarians (C O N S A L ) w ill be signed 
at the C O N S A L  con fe ren ce  in Brunei from 
1 8-23 O ctober 2003. Kerry Smith and Jan ine 
Schm id t w ill represent A L IA .

Both M o U s  w ill be on the website w hen 
signed.

Statement on libraries and multiculturalism
In M a y  2002, the Board  of D irectors w ith ­
d rew  this p o licy  statement, first adopted in 
1 984. This decis ion  was m ade on the under­
standing that the ideas and values expressed 
in the statem ent are no w  em bedded  in the 
Assoc ia tion 's foundation  statements as es­
sential e lem ents in serving  all c lien ts of 
lib rary and inform ation  services. Fo llow ing  
representation from some m embers w h o  see 
va lu e  in reta in ing  a separate statem ent the 
Board has forwarded their request to the A L IA  
Pub lic  Libraries Reference G roup  to include 
in its rev iew  of p o licy  statements.
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A ccred ita tion  fo r
lib ra ry  and in form ation  services
Brig itte  G lo ck n e r  presented a paper 
at the Sp ec ia l, H ea lth  and Law  C o n ­
fe rence  in A d e la id e  in August 2003 
that p roposed a m echan ism  for a c ­
cred itation  of special libraries. Brigitte 
then fo rw arded  it to the Board  for its 
consideration  as a possib le serv ice  to 
institu tional m em bers. This issue was 
p rev io u s ly  raised by Brig itte and d is­
cussed by G eneral C ouncil in O ctober 
1999 and referred to the 2000 N P C  for 
consideration. A  sub-group of the N PC  
proposed  som e recom m endations to 
the Board  on the understand ing that 
there was no consensus of the N P C  as a 
w h o le  at that tim e on proceed ing w ith 
accred itation . The Board  subsequently 
referred the matter to a group com pris­
ing m em bers from specia l libraries, 
w ithou t resolution.

The Board  has decided  not to pro­
ceed  w ith  the proposed accred itation  
schem e for institutional members as it 
is not co n v in ced  that the va lue  given 
to the accred ita tion  by the parent or­
ganisation w ou ld  justify the a llocation  
of resources to such a schem e. The 
Board  is, how ever, very  supportive of 
recogn is ing  good p ractice  and ex ce l­
len ce  through such existing avenues 
as the A L IA  Ex ce llen ce  and Ellino r 
A rch e r P ioneer awards, em p loyees 
partic ipation  in the C P D  schem e and 
the ap p lica tio n  of gu ide lines rather 
than m ore p rescrip tive  accred itation  
standards that m any specia l libraries 
m ay find d ifficu lt to adopt.

R ep orts roundup
Highlights from the reports to the Board 
include:

Groups —  Twenty-four groups re­
ported on activ ities for the Jan u ary  to 
June period. G eorg ina  D a le  w ill report 
m ore fu lly  on these in the N ovem b er 
inCite.

H ealth  Libraries Census Pro ject 
—  this Board  funded project o f Health  
Libraries Australia (H LA ) has been com ­
pleted and has identified the range and 
num ber of health libraries in Australia. 
A  database has been deve lop ed  and 
w ill be m ade a va ilab le  through the 
H L A  w ebpage  in the near future. Fur­
ther analysis work w ill be done by H LA  
on the results.

C opyrigh t—  the main activ ity  has 
been on preparation for the rev iew  by 
the A tto rney-G enera l's  departm ent of 
the D igital Agenda am endm ents to the 
Copyright Act. A  survey has been w id e ­
ly d istributed  to A L IA  m em bers and 
the copyright officer Colette O rm ond e 
has represented A L IA  in a num ber of 
inform ation  and consu ltation  forums. 
H o t top ics for the copyrigh t adviso ry  
serv ice  inc lude the rev iew  and aud io ­

visual and visual copyright.

M em bership  —  tw o  m onths into 
m em bership renew als overall renewal 
rates of 72.4 per cent of personal and 
80.4 per cent of institutional members 
have been ach ieved . The personal re­
new al rate breaks dow n  to 74 per cent 
o f associates, 65.7 per cent of m em ­
bers, and 71 per cen t of techn ic ians. 
N e w  m em ber app lica tions are higher 
than at the same tim e last year.

Conferences —  the Specia l, Health  
and Law  Lib rarians con fe ren ce  held 
in August and the Library Techn icians 
conference held in Septem ber have ex­
ceeded  their targets. The 8th Interlend­
ing and D ocum ent Supply International 
Conference to be held in Canberra on 
28-31 O cto b er has exceeded its regis­
tration targets. There w ill be speakers 
from twenty-one countries representing 
all continents and there are at least sev­
enty-nine overseas delegates.

A LIA  Pu b lic  Libraries Reference 
Group  —  the m onthly e lectron ic  news 
bu lletin  a l ia P U B N E W S  is up and run­
ning, A L IA  p o lic ies  re levant to pub lic  
lib raries are being rev iew ed  and the 
G roup  is looking at establishing a 'Best 
p ractice in pub lic  libraries' area on the 
A L IA  w ebsite.

Purchasing and Consortia Reference 
Group  —  advised on the developm ent 
of the A L IA  C IP S  se rv ice  and is p lan ­
ning a forum to be held in con junction  
w ith  the V A L A  conference.

A LIA  representation on the Steer­
ing com m ittee o f the Library Board o f 
Q ueensland  —  Barbara  Horn, ALIA 's 
representative presented her final re­
port to the Board.

Regional Cultural A llian ce  (RC A ) 
—  V ick i M cD o n a ld  has replaced Jo yce  
Kirk as the A L IA  representative. The 
R C A  w ill be launched  at the Env iron ­
ment Institute O utback Sum m it in B ro ­
ken H ill in October. The N S W  Country 
Pu b lic  L ib raries Assoc ia tion  Central 
W e s t  Z o n e  has agreed to contribu te 
a case study to the them e 'R e v ita lis ­
ing com m un ities  through culture: the 
pow er of com m unities'.

ALIA/ASLA Jo in t Issues Taskforce/ 
Po licy  and A dviso ry Group  —  the 
'P ro fess ional standards of ex ce llen ce  
for teacher lib rarians ' have been 
drafted and w id e  consultation is being 
undertaken. Two further main projects 
are underw ay: the com p ila tion  of ap ­
propriate bodies that school libraries 
can seek representation w ith in; and the 
design of a survey, a im ed for all school 
lib raries w ith in  Austra lia , to p rovide 
data on staffing, co llec tio n  size and 
budget a llocation . A nne  G iro iam i rep­
resented A L IA  at the Ju ly  A SLA  Council 
meeting. ■

INFORMATION SOLUTIONS...

AT YOUR  
C O M M A N D

Trimagic Software
Australia's leading supplier 
of library automation and 
knowledge management solutions.
Trimagic are experts at helping 
you to manage your information.
Call us now to discuss your needs

1021 9880 8666
or visit our website at
www.trimagic.com.au
G S A S  S. GITC approved.

Library and infor­
mation services 
consultancy. Fresh, 
pragmatic,^effective. 
Tactical planning, 
technology man­
agement, service 
improvement. 
Proving library 
value. Information? 
Please contact 
Sherrey Quinn or 
Ian McCallum 
on (02) 6257 9177
www.librariesalive .com. an
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