
G r o u p  r o u n d u p
Highlights from the last six months...

A L IA  S A
P lann ing  for the A L IA  SA  Regional 
Sym posium , O ut o f the b lue: surfing 
the lake, w as a priority in the first half 
o f 2003. The sym posium , w h ich  was 
held in late O ctober, investigated and 
discussed innovative techno log ical and 
hum an-based solutions to inform ation 
services and de livery  m echanism s. 

A L IA  Tasm ania
The Tasmania G roup  had a busy sched
ule of activities ranging from p lann ing 
sessions to a metadata workshop and an 
International Specia l Librarians day.

Academ ic and  
R esearch L ib raries  (W A )
Student awards w e re  presented for best 
research papers from  lib rary school 
students. The group also  held a very 
successful 'V irtual reference initiatives' 
event w h ich  attracted approx im ate ly  
fifty peop le. D e legates learned  about 
the A sk N o w ! o n lin e  re ference serv ice  
run by the N ational Library of Australia 
in con junction  w ith  the state libraries, 
and 'O n lin e  lib rarian : real time/real 
talk ' a collaboration  betw een M urdoch  
Un iversity  Library and M acq u arie  U n i
versity Library. Ian Lee o u tlin ed  'Ten 
reasons w hy virtual reference sucks'.

A L IA  N ational A cqu isitions and  
A L IA  A cquisitions (S A )
Both A L IA  A cq u is itions  groups have 
been very active  in the first half of the 
year. A cqu is itions N a tio n a l has been 
busy o rgan ising a m ajor sem inar in 
M elbourne and Acquisitions SA  has run 
a sem inar and tw o  very successful tours 
in the first part of the year w ith  another 
sem inar in August being organised as a 
satellite event for the Specia ls, Health, 
and Law  Conference in Adela ide .

A sia Pacific Specia l In terest G roup
This group has been particu la rly  busy 
and have hosted sem inars on a range of 
topics. The seminars have attracted w ide 
aud iences inc lud ing  those from profes
sions outside the lib rary and in fo rm a
tion sector. Four of A P S IG s  com m ittee 
have been aw arded the n ew  silver A L IA  
pin to recogn ise their ex tensive co m 
mittee w ork  w ith  A P S IG  and other A L IA  
groups. The last sem inar for the year is 
planned on publishing and book selling 
in the Asia Pacific.

C en tral A u stra lia  Regional G roup
The Central Austra lia  Reg iona l G ro u p  
on ly  met fo rm a lly  tw ic e  in the first 
half of 2003, there have been m any 
inform al d iscussions and netw orking. 
O n e  h ighlight from  this period  is that 
the convenor of the group held discus
sions w ith  senior governm ent managers

to em phasise the im portance of profes
sionals in departm ental libraries. This 
has been beneficia l for the Association 
and positions have rem ained  in these 
departments at professional levels. The 
group also  m ade a subm ission to the 
Senate Inqu iry on Libraries.

A L IA  C h ild ren ’s and  
Youth S endees (N SW )
The A L IA  Children 's and Youth Services 
(N S W ) group held  a very successful 
sem inar entitled Sw itching them on to 
reading: books and young children  at 
the State Library of N ew  South W a les  in 
April. M em  Fox was the keynote speaker. 
The group also worked with W ollongong 
C ity Council to host two pre-Book W eek  
extravaganzas at the Burw ood  Council 
Cham bers and Corrim al District Library 
and C om m unity Centre.

C ollection  and
Access M anagem ent (Q ld)
The third in a series o f three sem inars 
on electronic resource management was 
held at Q U T  G a rd en s Point Cam pus 
in M ay. M o re  than eigh ty p eop le  at
tended M easure for measure: effective  
evaluation  o f e lectron ic inform ation  
resources. Speakers inc luded  H eather 
Todd, A nna  Raunik , Jacqu i Porter and 
M artin  Borchert.

H ealth L ib ra ries  A u stra lia  
H ea lth  Lib raries Austra lia  com p iled  
an o n lin e  census of Austra lian  health 
libraries. W o rk  on the census co m 
m enced  in 2002, and w as com p le ted  
in early  2003. A va ilab le  exclusive ly for 
A L IA  m em bers on A L IA n e t, the data 
base can  be searched  for details and 
key features of health libraries around 
the country.

A L IA  N S W  L ib ra ry  Technicians
There have been two standout highlights 
for the year so far. The first was the Techs 
on Tour v isit to C anberra  [com b ined  
w ith  A L IA  L ib rary Techn ic ians (V ic )]; 
the second  w as w in n in g  the bid to 
host the 2005 Techn ic ian 's con ference 
in Sydney.

A L IA  South  A u stra lia  
L ib ra ry  Technicians (SA L T )
SALT held a socia l event w ith  a differ
ence —  a secret haunts tour through the 
historic Port A dela ide.

V ictorian  A L IA  L ib ra ry  Technicians
This group has had a particu larly  busy 
tim e and have m ade six d ifferent li
brary visits w ith in  a few  months. O n e  
of these was a two-day interstate visit to 
Canberra libraries.

A L IA  Schools (Vic)
D uring  M arch  and M ay, professional

deve lopm en t sessions w e re  d e livered  
covering  issues related to inform ation 
literacy and d iversity  in learn ing. This 
group has been active  in p rovid ing  
input to

1. a jo in t A L IA /A SLA  statem ent on 
teacher librarians in Australia; and

2. the N ational Statem ent from  the 
teach ing  profession on teacher 
standards, quality and professional
ism.

A L IA  Special L ibraries (SA )
The e-list for this group has now  been 
migrated to A L IA . The group toured the 
Parliam entary Library of South Australia 
in February, hosted a know ledge m an 
agem ent presentation w ith  A L IA  Health  
Libraries and also hosted a panel session 
on casual/contract w ork in M arch . 

A L IA  Special L ib raries  (V icto ria)  

Specia l events have included presenta
tions on e-books; creating  a thesaurus 
on w om ens health and m anaging cop y
right. ■
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Massive stockholding of music and DVD titles PC games, PlayStation2 and XBox Australia’s most comprehensive music database Classical and jazz genre specialist available Customer servico call centre (8 lines)Customer service website with full order and account details Same day shipping to all states Free replacement cases

H O T L I N E : 03 8 4 1 (  8 0 3 0

for more details visit

www.rocket-coiii.au
■ Rocket Group Pty Ud . . . .

58-76 Stephenson St (03) 8416 8011Richmond VIC 3121
.V- II brarysales# rocket.ccm.auABN 09 901 348 699

November 2003 / / ?  C  £ f t * 2 7

http://www.rocket-coiii.au

