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If you  are  keen  to boos t  teen  usage  of 
your  library, g ra ph ic  novels  m ay b e  the 
key. G rap h ic  novels  have  b e e n  p o p u la r  
in Japan and  Europe for d e c a d e s  and  m ore  

recen t ly  have  b ee n  g a in ing  popu la r i ty  in 
the United States and Australia. In search of 
ways to keep o u r  library relevant and  a t t rac
tive to teens, I researched the  use of graphic  
novels  in libraries, ob ta ined  a NSW  Library 
Council  grant and  deve loped  a small co l lec 
tion for Singleton Public Library. That small 
collection of 150 titles genera ted  130 to 166 
loans pe r  m onth  in the first few m onths  and 
teens eagerly await  new  titles. The collection 
has a t tracted n e w  users and  is also po p u la r  
with  teens  w h o  w e re  a lready  avid readers.  
S om e adults also use the  col lec tion .

Singleton Public Library's collec tion has 
increased  aw areness  of the  genre,  and  at a 
recen t  iocal teacher-l ibrarian 's  m ee ting  the 
librarians from both the primary and  s e c o n d 
ary s choo ls  reported  that they  w e re  be ing  
p re s su red  by s tuden ts  to p u rc h a s e  g ra p h ic  
novels  for their collec tions.

Manga, a Japanese version of the  genre, 
is the  m ost  p o p u la r  with  ou r  t ee n s  and  
a p p e a ls  to bo th  m ales  and  fem ales .  W h e n  
discussing our  co l lec tion  with Toby Burgess 
(aged 18 years) and Z e e a n n e  Lawson (aged 
12 years), bo th  cited Ranma/2  by R umiko 
Takahashi as o n e  of their  favouri te  series .  
Toby d iscovered  an in terne t  site w h e re

chapters  of Ranma are  con tr ibu ted .  He now  
c o m e s  in every day  to read them  o n l ine  as 
well as to borrow  books. Z e e a n n e  also likes 
the Dragon Ball and  Dragon Ball Z  series by 
Akira Toriyama.  She do es  s o m e  vo lun tary  
work  at the library and  waits  anxiously  for 
the  new  titles that she spots to be  ready for 
loan.

Toby and  Z e e a n n e  w e re  both  avid read 
ers before  they w e re  in t roduced  to g raph ic  
novels. W h e n  asked w ha t  the  appea l  of the 
g e n r e  w as  for them ,  bo th  said  they  had  
storyline and  visual appeal .  Toby's response  
was: 'They give a visual c o n n e c t io n  to the  
book.  You can ' t  always expla in  the  story in 
w o r d s ... I am also interested in the  artwork. '  
Z e e a n n e  said: 'I th ink they are  great.  I like 
the  ad v e n tu re  an d  it is eas ie r  to follow the 
story. You get a real p icture  of the  character .  
They are  also eas ier  to get th rough. '

Toby and  Z eeanne 's  co m m e n ts  b ea r  out  
the  findings of my research. Teenagers of to
day are  m uch  m ore  visual ly-orienta ted and  
th e re  a r e  m an y  th ings  c o m p e t in g  for the ir  
t ime. G r a p h ic  novels  add ress  th e s e  issues. 
They are  a p p e a l in g  even  to teens  w h o  do  
not think that they like to read and  are  also 
used  for teens  and  adults  with reading  diffi
culties. An article in VOANews.com quo tes  
Beth Platte, a 17-year-old avid re ad e r  w h o  
loves class ics  a n d  serves on  a library teen 
adv iso ry  bo a rd ,  as  say ing  sh e  sees  a link

b e tw e e n  th e  t im e -h o n o u re d  class ics  and  
graphic  novels. 'They do  have that feel about 
them , b ec a u s e  they 're ep ic  — that feeling of 
good  versus evil. '

W h i l e  s u p e r -h e ro e s  an d  fantasy a r e  a 
mainstay  of th e  genre ,  g raph ic  novels have 
a vast scope  ranging from fantasy, adventure,  
c o m e d y  and  sc ience-f ic t ion  to titles b ase d  
on  historical fact, b iograph ie s  and  non-f ic 
tion. S o m e  e x p lo re  social  issues a n d  c o n 
cerns  that re la te to teens: for exam ple ,  there  
are  tiles w h ich  e x a m in e  the  11 S ep tem b er  
2001 bom bings  of the  Twin Towers, an d  Art 
Spiegelman 's  Pulitzer Prize-winning g raph ic  
novel, Maus, is abou t  the  Holocaust.

To p ro m o te  th e  co l lec t ion ,  w e  p u r 
c h a s e d  the  A m er ic an  Library A ssocia tion  
'G e t  g ra p h ic  @ yo u r  library '  pos ters  from 
S ou thern  S c en e  an d  d isp layed  them  in the  
local high school  libraries an d  youth centre ,  
as well  as in o u r  library. Iheir  bright pu rp le  
a n d  o ra n g e  co lo u rs  a r e  e y e -ca tch in g  and  
have  te e n a g e  ap p e a l .  W e  also had  a radio  
interview and  m edia  releases. The collection 
is shelved separa te ly  in a bay at the e n d  of 
the  Young Adult  Fiction with  the  m ajori ty  
of titles d isplayed face out. I here  is always 
p len ty  of s p a c e  for this most of the  titles 
are  on  loan!

You do  not have  to b e  an ex p e r t  in 
g ra p h ic  novels  to d e v e lo p  a co l lec t io n .  
There are  n u m e ro u s  w ebsites  with rev iews 
an d  c o re  co l lec t ions  bo th  by and  for librar
ians [see s idebar  for s o m e  pointers]. W hi le  
w e  a re  o p p o s e d  to censoring ,  be  aw are  that 
s o m e  g ra p h ic  novels  m ight  b e  c o n s id e re d  
m o re  a p p r o p r i a t e  for a du l t  co l lec t ions .  
S o m e  c r i t i c a l ly -acc la im e d  g ra p h ic  novels  
on  horror, dark  hum our,  satire and  the s u 
pe rna tu ra l  a r e  ex a m p le s .  S o m e  p u b l i sh e r  
imprints, such  as Vertigo and  Fantagraphics 
Publishing C o m p a n y  p ro d u c e  g raph ic  nov
els that have m o re  controversial  th em es  or 
m a tu re  content.

There w a s  s o m e  c o n c e rn  in the  b e g in 
n ing  that the  p a p e rb a c k  format of the  m a 
jority of g raph ic  novels  w ou ld  not s tand up 
to heavy use. These fears have proved  to be  
g round less  in the six m on ths  ou r  col lec tion  
has  b e e n  opera t ing .  O t h e r  cha l le nges  that 
w e  ex p e c ted  have  neve r  eventua ted .  This is 
possibly b ec a u s e  w e  p rom oted  graphic  n ov 
els positively and  highlighted their successes 
in o the r  libraries. All feedback  that w e  have 
rece ived  from teens,  adu l ts  and  te a c h e r s  
has  b e e n  ex t re m e ly  positive. The local 
youth centre  borrow s  from ou r  col lec tion to 
use them  with teens  an d  as the high school 
librarian said, g raph ic  novels: ' . . .a re  relevant 
ac ro ss  the  cu r r icu lu m .  As well as d e m a n d  
from teens I am getting requests  from the  art, 
English, history an d  social  studies teachers  
s ince  your  co l lec tion  w as  deve loped . '  ■

S o m e  p l a c e s  t o  s t a r t . . .

Recommended graphic novels for public libraries 
http://my.voyager.net/~sraiteri/graphicnovels.htm 

Links to comics and graphic novel sites
http://my.voyager.net/~sraiteri/comicslinks.htm 

Graphic novel starter kit http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/listmania/ 
list-browse/-/NWAA3GFZIEFU/ref%3Dcm%5Flm%5Fdp%5Fl%5F3/002- 
1762210-8349640

Graphic novels and comic trade paperbacks
http://www. geocities.com/dawnanik/grnovels.htm 

'Graphic novels gain popularity with American teenagers'
http://www.voanews.com/article.cfm?objectlD=98EDEF8B-C27B4F9E- 
B8C1F0D516752029#

Anime Web Turnpike http://anipike.com/

Artbomb.net http://www.artbomb.net/home.jsp

Comic books for young adults http://ublib.buffalo.edu/lml/comics/pages/

Grovel.Org.UK http://www.grovel.org.uk/

The librarian's guide to Anime and Manga http://www.koyagi.com/Libguide.html

No flying no tights http://noflyingnotights.com

Marvelous visions of wonder http://graphicnovels.homestead.com

Comics worth reading http://www.comicsworthreading.com

Mangamaniacs http://www.mangamaniacs.org

Diamond Bookshelf http://bookshelf.diamondcomics.com

Graphic novel reviews http://www.rationalmagic.com/Comics/Comics.html

Graphic novels http://leep.lis.uiuc.edu/seworkspace/aspisak/Home.htm
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