Recognising an extraordinatry

contribution to the profession

David J Jones was presented with an ALIA Fellowship at a ceremony at the State Library of New South Wales on 13
November. More than sixty of David's family, friends and colleagues gathered for the occasion. The citation, reproduced

below, was prepared by John Levett and read by Neil Radford.

D avid John Jones, MA [Oxon], Dip Lib,
PhD [UNSW], AALIA is a most-worthy
candidate for the award of Fellow of the

Australian Library and Information Association.

He became an Associate member of the Library

Association of Australia in 1974, and in 1985
received its inaugural Letter of Recognition. In

1994 he was awarded a doctorate by the Univer-

sity of New South Wales for his thesis WH Ifould
and the development of library services in New

South Wales 1912-1942.

He was born in Cornwall in 1946. By the end
of 1970 he was an attendant in the General Ref-
erence Library at the State Library of New South
Wales and shortly thereafter, he was enrolled at
the School of Librarianship at the University of
NSW where he completed his Graduate Diploma
in Librarianship. By 1974 he had joined his true
alma mater, the Library Association of Australia,
a body which for over thirty years he has served
with zeal and affection.

He rose steadily in the service of the State Library of New'
South Wales and by 1978 he was heading the Mitchell Library
Reference and Research sections, followed by five years as

JEA N ARNOT M EM O RIAL

FELLO W SHIP 2004

The Jean Arnot Memorial Fellowship honours
Jean Fleming Arnot (1903-1995) MBE, FLAA,
who had adistinguished career of 47 years in
librarianship and was a pioneer of equal pay
and women’s rights.

The Fellowship is funded by a generous donation
from the National Council of Women in New
South Wales Incorporated and the Australian
Federation of Business and Professional Women’s
Associations Incorporated.

The Fellowship isawarded to awoman librarian
or female student of librarianship for an
outstanding paper of no more than 5000 words on
any aspect of librarianship. An award of $1000 will
be presented to the winner at the annual Jean
Arnot Memorial Lmncheon, Sydney, 30 April 2004.

Entries for the Fellowship close on 30 March 2004
and should be submitted to:

Elizabeth Ellis, Assistant State Librarian, Collection
Management Services, and Mitchell Librarian
State Library of New South Wales

Macquarie Street Sydney 2000

Please telephone (02) 9273 1466 or

email eellis@sl.nsw.gov.au or consult the Library's
website at <www.sl.nsw.gov.au/awards/>

for conditions of entry and application forms.
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David Jones (far right) celebrates with his family after the presentation of his

ALIA Fellowship at the State Library of New South Wales

deputy reference librarian in the General Reference Library. In
March 1983 David's career reached a major and unexpected
fork in the road, when he became the co-ordinator of an ex-
tremely complex task, the State Library of New South Wales
New Building and Refurbishing Project. This was an immense
undertaking, which called on his deep reserves of diplomacy
and sharpened his emergent management skills. Upon com-
pletion, he had found his special niche in the profession
and entered on his career as library building consultant and
manager of the Building and Planning Advisory Service for the
State Library. In this capacity, David has been called upon to
advise on the planning and construction of library buildings in
Australia and South-East Asia, and over the last two decades
there is hardly a new or refurbished public library building in
Australia which does not bear his mark.

David Jones' service to the Association and his profession
has been extraordinary: he has served on the Editorial Board
of the Australian Library Journal, has been an external univer-
sity examiner, served on the Association's Publications Board
as both member and chairman, and has been a member of
its Board of Education. He was a member of IFLA's Standing
Committee Section on Library Buildings and Equipment and
was Visiting Specialist, School of Architecture, University of
New South Wales, in June 1991. He has been editor of LA-
SIE: Library Automated Systems Information Exchange and
convener, Australian Library and Information Association
Library Buildings and Equipment Special Interest Group. He
has presented papers at IFLA and ALIA conferences, and has
been active in the Library History Forums; he also presented
papers to the Ninth Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians,
Bangkok, 1993, the Asia-Pacific Library Conference, Brisbane,
May/June 1995 and the 11th International Seminar on Library
Buildings, Shanghai in 1999: Australian librarianship is better-
known and understood by neighbours to our north as a result

of his labours.

He has also been a prolific author of both monographs and
journal articles, beginning with the first edition of The Austral-
ian dictionary ofacronyms and abbreviations in 1977, and now
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in its fifth edition, with the sixth germinating. He produced vol-
ume 1 of The Australian librarian's manual in 1982, volume 2 a
year later, and volume 3 was published in 1985. His A source of
inspiration and delight: the buildings of the State Library of New
South Wales since 1826 emerged in 1988 and The Source Book:
reviews ofreference material for Australian libraries and informa-
tion services in the same year. In 1990 his Planning and design of
public library buildings was published. His reviews, articles and
papers to conferences are simply too numerous to be listed here,
but it is safe to say that in his own right David is the author of a

small and considerable library of professional documents.

His doctoral thesis is more than informative. It is, actually
and rarely for so monumental a work, readable. He has recently
completed, but not yet published, a history of the precursor to
the Library Association of Australia, called Uniting a profession:
the Australian Institute of Librarians, 1937-1949 a work initiated

by his admirer, the late Professor Jean Whyte.

Every profession needs its chroniclers: David Jones is a
chronicler extraordinaire. Future historians and commentators
will find a rich source in his publications and it is safe to predict
that they and he, in time, will be the subject of close study by fu-
ture generations of researchers. They will marvel, as we do today,
at the energy, output and diversity of this genuine prodigy. What
they may not be able to perceive, at that remove, is the nature of
the man himself. He is erudite, in the true sense of that word, his
vocabulary and reading is rich beyond measure. Puckish, as in
the sense of wry, humorous, but never to be underestimated, nor
taken lightly. Engaging: it is not possible to ignore him, and in de-
bate, unusual to get the better of him. Scholarly, but not pedantic,
he has a rich, ripe and Rabelaisian sense of humour, which may
be genetic, for his children also have it in good measure, as does
his wife, partner and mainstay, Mary. He is — to the core — a
true librarian, believing passionately in the power of print, and
possibly one of the most committed members the professional
association has ever had.

David John Jones has made an absolutely extraordinary
contribution to the objectives and goals of his professional
association and to the development of librarianship as a fully
academic discipline. He is an outstanding candidate for the
award of Fellowship of the Australian Library and Information

Association. -

ALIA Fellows gather to celebrate David Jones' fellowship,
(I-r) Mairead Browne, Alex Byrne, David Jones, Neil Radford,
Wilma Radford and Faye Lawrence
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What kind of impact does the library

have on your life?
CD huge

C D SOMEWHAT

C D MOT MUCH

C D WHERE'S THE LIBRARY?

How can you make the library even
more relevant? The best libraries are
truly at the heart of the communities
they serve, whether on campus or on
a main street. They’re not just bricks
and mortar; they’re a lifeline to the
vast world of knowledge and ideas. At
Sirsi, we’re helping users connect to
that lifeline through e-library solutions
like iBistro and iLink — gateways to
information that goes far beyond
search-engine hit lists. So people can
get the knowledge they need. And you
can help keep the library where it
belongs. At the heart of the learning
experience. To know more, Vvisit

www.sirsi.com, or call 03 9249 9565
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