
R e c o g n i s in g  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a t r y  
c o n t r ib u t io n  to  t h e  p r o f e s s io n
David J Jones was presented with an ALIA Fellowship at a ceremony at the State Library of New South Wales on 13 
November. More than sixty of David's family, friends and colleagues gathered for the occasion. The citation, reproduced 
below, was prepared by John Levett and read by Neil Radford.

D avid Jones (far right) celebrates w ith his fam ily a fte r the presentation o f his 
A LIA  Fellow ship a t the State  Library o f N ew  South W ales

D avid  John Jones, M A  [O xon ], D ip  Lib,
Ph D  [U N S W ],  A A L IA  is a most-worthy 
candidate for the award of Fe llow  of the 

Australian Library and Information Association.
H e becam e an Associate member of the Library 
Association  of Australia in 1974, and in 1985 
received  its inaugural Letter o f Recognition. In 
1994 he was awarded a doctorate by the Univer­
sity of N ew  South W ales for his thesis W H  Ifould 
and the developm ent o f library services in N ew  
South W ales 1912-1942.

H e was born in Cornwall in 1946. By  the end 
of 1970 he was an attendant in the General Ref­
erence Library at the State Library of N ew  South 
W a les  and shortly thereafter, he was enrolled at 
the School of Librarianship at the University of 
N S W  w here he completed his Graduate Diplom a 
in Librarianship. By 1974 he had joined his true 
alma mater, the Library Association of Australia, 
a body w h ich  for over thirty years he has served 
with zeal and affection.

H e rose steadily in the service of the State Library of New' 
South W a les  and by 1978 he was heading the M itche ll Library 
Reference and Research sections, fo llow ed  by five years as

J E A N  A R N O T  M E M O R I A L  

F E L L O W S H I P  2 0 0 4

T h e  J e a n  A r n o t  M e m o r i a l  F e l l o w s h i p  h o n o u r s  
J e a n  F l e m i n g  A r n o t  ( 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 9 5 )  M B E ,  F L A A ,  
w h o  h a d  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r  o f  4 7  y e a r s  in 
l i b r a r i a n s h ip  a n d  w a s  a p i o n e e r  o f  e q u a l  p a y  
a n d  w o m e n ’s r igh ts .

T h e  F e l l o w s h i p  is f u n d e d  b y  a g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  W o m e n  in  N e w  
S o u t h  W a l e s  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  B u s in e s s  a n d  P ro f e s s i o n a l  W o m e n ’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n s  I n c o r p o r a t e d .

T h e  F e l l o w s h i p  is a w a r d e d  to  a w o m a n  l ib ra r ia n  
o r  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h ip  fo r  an  
o u t s t a n d i n g  p a p e r  o f  n o  m o r e  t h a n  5 0 0 0  w o r d s  o n  
a n y  a s p e c t  o f  l i b r a r ia n s h ip .  A n  a w a r d  o f  $ 1 0 0 0  will 
b e  p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  w i n n e r  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  J e a n  
A r n o t  M e m o r i a l  L m n c h e o n ,  S y d n e y ,  30  A pr il  2004.

E n t r i e s  for  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  c lo s e  o n  3 0  M a r c h  2 0 0 4  
a n d  s h o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  to:
E l i z a b e t h  Ellis, A s s i s ta n t  S ta t e  L ib ra r ian ,  C o l l e c t io n
M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v ic e s ,  a n d  M i t c h e l l  L i b r a r i a n
S t a t e  L i b r a r y  o f  N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s
M a c q u a r i e  S t r e e t  S y d n e y  2 0 0 0
P l e a s e  t e l e p h o n e  (02)  9 2 7 3  1466  or
e m a i l  e e l l i s@ s l .n sw .g o v .au  o r  c o n s u l t  t h e  L i b r a r y ' s
w e b s i t e  a t  < w w w .s l .n s w .g o v .a u / a w a rd s / >
for  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e n t r y  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  fo rm s .

deputy reference librarian in the General Reference Library. In 
M arch  1983 David 's career reached a major and unexpected 
fork in the road, when he becam e the co-ordinator of an ex­
trem ely com plex task, the State Library of N ew  South W a les  
N ew  Bu ild ing and Refurbishing Project. This was an immense 
undertaking, w hich  called  on his deep reserves of d ip lom acy 
and sharpened his emergent m anagem ent skills. Upon com ­
pletion, he had found his special n iche in the profession 
and entered on his career as library bu ild ing consultant and 
manager of the Building and Planning Advisory Service for the 
State Library. In this capacity, D avid  has been called  upon to 
advise on the planning and construction of library buildings in 
Australia and South-East Asia, and over the last tw o decades 
there is hardly a new or refurbished public library building in 
Australia w h ich  does not bear his mark.

David  Jones' service to the Association and his profession 
has been extraordinary: he has served on the Editorial Board 
of the Australian Library Journal, has been an external univer­
sity examiner, served on the Association's Publications Board 
as both m em ber and chairm an, and has been a mem ber of 
its Board of Education. H e was a m em ber of IFLA's Standing 
Com m ittee Section on Library Build ings and Equipm ent and 
was V isiting Specialist, School of A rch itecture, U n ivers ity  of 
N ew  South W a les , in June 1991. H e  has been editor of LA- 
SIE: Library Autom ated Systems Inform ation Exchange and 
convener, Australian Library and In form ation Association 
Library Buildings and Equipm ent Specia l Interest G roup. He 
has presented papers at IFLA  and A L IA  conferences, and has 
been active in the Library H istory Forums; he also presented 
papers to the N inth Congress of Southeast Asian  Librarians, 
Bangkok, 1993, the Asia-Pacific Library Conference, Brisbane, 
May/June 1995 and the 11 th International Sem inar on Library 
Buildings, Shanghai in 1999: Australian librarianship is better- 
known and understood by neighbours to our north as a result 
of his labours.

H e has also been a prolific author of both monographs and 
journal articles, beginning w ith the first edition of The Austral­
ian dictionary o f acronyms and abbreviations in 1977, and now
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in its fifth edition, with the sixth germinating. H e produced vo l­
um e 1 of The Australian librarian's m anual in 1982, vo lum e 2 a 
year later, and vo lum e 3 was published in 1985. His A source o f 
i nspiration and delight: the buildings o f the State Library o f N ew  
South W ales since 1826 emerged in 1988 and The Source Book: 
reviews o f reference material for Australian libraries and informa­
tion services in the same year. In 1990 his Planning and design of 
pub lic library buildings was published. His reviews, articles and 
papers to conferences are simply too numerous to be listed here, 
but it is safe to say that in his own right D avid  is the author of a 
small and considerable library of professional documents.

H is doctoral thesis is more than informative. It is, actually  
and rarely for so m onumental a work, readable. H e has recently 
com pleted , but not yet published, a history of the precursor to 
the Library Association of Australia, called  Uniting a profession: 
the Australian Institute of Librarians, 1937-1949 a work initiated 
by his admirer, the late Professor Jean W hyte .

Every profession needs its chron iclers : D avid  Jones is a 
ch ron ic le r extraordinaire. Future historians and com m entators 
w ill find a rich source in his publications and it is safe to predict 
that they and he, in time, w ill be the subject of c lose study by fu­
ture generations of researchers. They w ill marvel, as w e  do today, 
at the energy, output and diversity of this genuine prodigy. W h a t 
they may not be able to perceive, at that remove, is the nature of 
the man himself. H e is erudite, in the true sense of that word, his 
vocabu lary  and reading is rich beyond measure. Puckish, as in 
the sense of wry, humorous, but never to be underestimated, nor 
taken lightly. Engaging: it is not possible to ignore him, and in de­
bate, unusual to get the better of him. Scholarly, but not pedantic, 
he has a rich, ripe and Rabelaisian sense of humour, w h ich  may 
be genetic, for his children also have it in good measure, as does 
his w ife, partner and mainstay, Mary. H e is —  to the core —  a 
true librarian, believing passionately in the pow er of print, and 
possib ly one of the most com m itted members the professional 
association has ever had.

D av id  John  Jones has m ade an abso lu te ly  extraord inary 
con tribu tion  to the ob jectives and  goals of his professional 
association  and to the developm ent of librarianship as a fully 
a ca d em ic  d isc ip lin e . H e  is an outstanding can d id a te  for the 
aw ard  of Fe llow sh ip  of the Australian Library and Information 
Association. ■

ALIA  Fellow s gather to celebrate David Jo n e s ' fe llow ship , 
(l-r) M airead  Brow ne, A lex  Byrne, David Jones, Neil Radford, 
Wilma Rad ford  and Faye Law rence

W h a t  kind of im pact d oes  the lib rary 
have  on yo u r  life ?

C D  huge

C D  SOMEWHAT

C D  MOT MUCH 

C D  WHERE'S THE LIBRARY?

How can you make the library even 
more relevant? The best libraries are 
truly at the heart of the communities 
they serve, whether on campus or on 
a main street. They’re not just bricks 
and mortar; they’re a lifeline to the 
vast world of knowledge and ideas. At 
Sirsi, we’re helping users connect to 
that lifeline through e-library solutions 
like iBistro and iLink —  gateways to 
information that goes far beyond 
search-engine hit lists. So people can 
get the knowledge they need. And you 
can help keep the library where it 
belongs. At the heart of the learning 
experience. To know more, visit 
www.sirsi.com, or call 03 9249 9565

S I R S I
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