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I n a co lu m n in The Australian n e w sp a p er  
on 1 3  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 2 ,  Paul Kelly, editor- 
at-large, presented a com pelling  argum ent 

for Australia to in crease  its e n gagem en t  with 
Asia  to ensure that w e  survive and thrive in a 

post-Bali  era. He e x p a n d e d  on the im p lica 
tions o f this principle :

The word engagement implies a dy
namic process; it is a personal matter; 
it is about the heart, not just the head; 
it implies a relationship that leads to 
deeper rapport and it demands seri
ous commitment.

The opportu n it ies  for the library c o m 
m unity  to part ic ipate  and e ven  lead in this 
process  are m any and varied. Libraries are by 
nature co-operat ive  and the issues that they 
fa c e  are  sim ilar the w orld  over. In no area  is 

this m ore  ev ident  than in standards for b ib 
l iographic  description. W h erever  I go  in the 
w o r ld  and talk  with ca ta lo g u ers  I find that 
w e  are  sp e a k in g  a c o m m o n  la n g u a g e ,  and 
that w e  understand each  others' n eed s  and 
p ro b le m s  in trying to organ ise  in form ation 
e ffectively  for our users.

In Se p te m b e r  2 0 0 2  I v isited S in g a p o re  
on the w a y  to a m eeting  o f  the Joint Steer
ing C o m m itte e  for Revis ion o f  A A C R  in 

England. M y prim ary ob je ctive  w a s  to meet 
Philip  Hider, the b ib l io g rap h ic  m a n a g e r  of 
the S in g a p o re  Integrated Library A u to m a 
tion Se rv ic e s  o f  the National Library Board 
o f  S in g a p o re .  The Australian C o m m ittee  on 
C ata lo gu in g  (ACOC) had been w ork ing  with 

Philip  on c h a n g e s  to the rules for M a la y  
nam es  in A A C R  to bring them into line with
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the cultural expectat ions  o f M a la y  c o m m u n i
ties. I a lso  m et with Mr C h o y  Fatt-Cheong, 
the pres id en t  o f  the Library A sso c ia t io n  of 
S in g a p o re ,  a nd  with a representat ive  o f  the 
Congress  o f Southeast Asian Librarians (C O N - 
SAL). In addition, Philip Hider organised  for 

m e  a p ro gram  o f  visits to a range  o f pu b l ic  
and  university  libraries. I w a s  im pressed  by 
the quality o f  their libraries and the em ph asis  
that their governm ent is p lac ing  on the d e v e l
op m en t  o f  library serv ices . I w o n d e r e d  w h y  
w e  are not c loser  to our c o l le a g u e s  in S in g a 
pore; the tw o  countries have  m any  things in 
c o m m o n  a nd  there  w o u ld  b e  m uch to gain 
from a d e e p e r  level o f  co-operat ion .

Later that month I participated in a w o rk 
sh o p  at the N at ion a l  L ibrary o f  V ie tnam  in 
Hanoi on the translation o f D e w e y  and A A C R  
into V ietnam ese. The w ork sh op  w as  m anaged  
by RMIT International University  V ietnam  on 
b e h a l f  o f  the N ationa l  L ibrary o f  V ie tnam  
and the Atlantic  Ph ilanthropies  Foundation, 
the philanthropic body f inancially  supporting 
the event. It w a s  facil itated by Bob  Stueart,  
the fo rm er d e a n  o f  the G r a d u a te  Sc h o o l  of 
Library and Information S c ie n c e  at S im m ons  
C o l le g e  in Boston , M a ssa ch u se tts .  O n c e  
again I felt an instant rapport with co l lea g u e s  
in an A sian  country, d e sp ite  la n g u a g e  and  
cultural d i fferences, b e c a u s e  o f the universal 
lan g u age  o f  ca ta lo g u in g  and  librarianship . I 
struggled with  so m e  reservations a b o u t  im 
p o s in g  an A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  standard  on the 
V ietnam ese ,  as  in m any w a y s  they are m a n 
aging  very w e ll  with their o w n  standards and 
internal p rocesses .  H ow ever, with the spread 
of g lob alisat ion  it is critical that d e v e lo p in g  

countries  are  given the opportunity  
to b e  part o f the g lobal com m unity . 
Standards like A A C R  are an enab ling  
force; o n c e  the standards are a d o p t
ed  m a n y  things b e c o m e  po ss ib le ,  
such  as  re c o rd -sh a r in g  and  c o n s e 

q u e n t  cost  sav ings .  RMIT V ie tn am  
sh ould  be congratu lated  for its le a d 
ership  in this area. Australian librar

ies and  librarians should  be looking 
for m o re  opportu n it ies  for adv is in g  
and  assisting our fe l lo w  librarians in 
countries  like Vietnam .

I c h a l le n g e  Australian librarians 

to se ek  out opportu n it ies  to build 
re lat ionsh ips  with their  A sian  c o l 
leag u es .  For e x a m p le ,  are there 

possibil ities at the fo rthcom ing ALIA 
bienn ia l  co n fe re n c e  in Q u e e n s la n d  
for sess io ns  on b u i ld in g  links with 
libraries in Asia? O u r  success  in the 
region depends  on such initiatives.*
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