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P a r l ia m e n ta r y  b ooks  sail
The Australian, 1 4  February, by John Ellicott

John Ellicott raises c o n c e rn  at h o w  the his
torical co llec t ions  o f  the N S W  Parliamentary 

Library are  b e in g  sold . S y d n e y  b o o k  d e a le r  
Tim M c C o rm ic k  said  that at least $ 6 7 0  0 0 0  
worth o f  rare b ooks  from the p arl iam entary  

l ibrary has b ee n  so ld  o ff  o v er  the past six 
years . A p a r l ia m e n ta ry  o f f ic e  insider said  
that the co llect ion  has b een  sold  off to help  
prop  up the a i l ing  bottom  line o f  the N S W  

Parliam ent. In 1 9 9 6  the N S W  Parliam ent 
Joint Library C o m m itte e  g a v e  the p o w e r  to 
the N S W  p arl iam entary  librarian the p o w e r  

to sell u n w a n te d  b o o k s  and  p e r io d ic a ls .  
The re v e n u e  from  the sa le s  w a s  in tended  
to be put b a ck  into the library to help  with 
ca ta lo g in g  and preservation , but eve n tu a l ly  

nearly  two-thirds o f  the m o n e y  ra ised w e n t  

into general revenue.

L a w  l ib r a ry  needs funds, s a y s  D y s o n
The Australian Tinancial Review , 
by Chris Merritt

The new est  m e m b e r  of the High Court,  Jus
tice D yson H eydon, has used his farewell  a d 

dress to the N S W  Court of A p p ea l  to w arn  of 
a steady dec line  in the quality of the research 
library used  by federa l  a nd  state  Ju d g e s  in 
Sydney. Just ice  H e y d o n  sa id  'The  library is 
fundam ental to the role  o f  the courts w h ich  
use this build ing in m ainta in ing  ordered  lib

erty in our society.'

L ib r a r ie s  in call  fo r  a  fa i r  go  fo r  b ooks
Southern H igh land N ew s (Bowral), 
by Joshua G rech

Libraries across  N e w  South W a le s  have  b e 
gun a m o n th - lo n g  c a m p a ig n  to raise  m ore  

state funding. The c a m p a ig n  'A fair go  for 
libraries ' has the aim  of raising a w a re n e ss  of 
the increased costs  associated  with provid ing 

library services: as well  as b ook stocks, librar
ies are  e x p e c te d  to p ro v id e  internet a cce ss ,  
as well  as a cce ss  to n on -book  m aterials  such 

as C D s  and D VD s.

N at ion a l  L i b r a r y  to cut 60 jobs
Canberra Times, 1 2  Lebruary

The National Library of Australia is e x p e c te d

to cut up to sixty jobs  by the end  of the next 
financia l year. Director-general, Jan Lullerton, 

said that the job  losses w ould  help  the institu
tion m eet  its sa lary  budget. A nd they w o u ld  
be in the form of voluntary redundancies  and 
natural attrition.

S o la r  p o w e r  fo r  n e w  l ib r a ry
East Torrens M essenger, 1 2  Lebruary,
by C a m ero n  England

The n e w  library in Payneham  will b e  partly 

so lar-pow ered . The $ 6 3  0 0 0  roof-top system  
will p ro v id e  up to six per cent  o f  the bu ild 
ings power, and redu ce  the cou nci l 's  carbon  
d io x id e  p ro d u ct io n  by a b o u t  e ight tonnes  
per  year. The co u n c i l ' s  urban se rv ice s  g e n 
eral m a n a g e r  Peter Peri 11 i sa id  that it w a s  
an im portant  m e s sa g e  to send  to c it izens  
throughout the state. 'There's not point telling 

residents to practice environm entally  fr iendly 
fu nctions  if the p e o p le  w h o  are  telling them 

are not d o ing  it' he said.

W e b  w e a n in g  w o r k s  
The Australian, 1 2  Lebruary, 

by Scott C arlson

A recent report published  in the library jour
nal Portal, sh ow s  that students have generally  
used fe w e r  scholarly  materials in their library 
research  in the past six years. Philip D avis, 
author of 'Effect o f the w e b  on undergraduate 
citation b ehav iour ' ,  scrutinised the b ib liogra
phies o f  term papers  in an undergraduate m i
c r o e c o n o m ic s  co u rse  at Cornell  University.

C y b r a r l a n s  b o o k m a rk  th e ir  spot
The Australian, 1 1  Lebruary, 
by A drian  Lynch

Library futurist Steve  C offm an  b e l ie ve s  that 
to surv ive ,  smart librarians are  trying to re
invent them selves.  This is lead ing  them into 
n e w  on l in e  roles w h ich  em p h a s ise  not only  
the va lue  o f a library's collection, but also  the 
va lu e  o f  the library staff expertise.

O u r  v ir tu a l  l ib r a r y  is a w o r ld  leader
The Australian, 1 1  Lebruary, 
by A drian  Lynch

A  re v iew  of the A skN ow ! service  operated by 

the national and  state libraries. Information
continued next page.., ►

F l e x i b l e  k n o w l e d g e  m a n a g e m e n t  s o l u t i o n s

Start small and develop at your own pace. 
From simple cataloguing to complete knowledge 
management on your intranet Maxus can supply 
the solutions and has the resources to support 
your system as it grows, right across Australia.

MAXUS

Inmagic DB/TextWorks ” solutions from Maxus. 
For free demonstration software or further 
information contact Maxus on (03) 9696 4866 
or your local representative:
W A  Library Technology Solutions (08) 9433 4992 
S A  Holdfast Books (08) 8294 0347
Q LD  Resource Options (07) 3849 1383

PO  B o x  7 2 7  S o u th  M e lb o u r n e  
V ic to r ia  3 2 0 5 ,  A u s t r a l ia  
m a x u s @ m a x u s .n e t .a u  
w w w .m a x u s .n e t .a u  
( 0 3 )  9 6 9 6  4 8 6 6

. . .  from previous page

C o n f e r e n c e s
•  2 4 -2 7 /8  10th Asia Pacific 
Special Health and Law Librar
ians conference, celebrate the future. 
A d e la id e  C o n ve n tio n  C entre , A de la ide . 
C o n ta c t: Festival C ity  C onven tions , 
ph 08  8 3 6 3  13 07 , fx  08  8 3 6 3  1604 , 
l ib ra r ia n s @ fc c o n v e n tio n s .c o m .a u , h ttp : 
/ /w w w .  a lia , o rg .a u /c o n fe re n c e s /s h llc /  
2 0 0 3 /

•  9 -1 2 /9  12th National Library 
Technicians conference. Bridging 
services: embracing reality. B risbane 
Q ld . C o n ta c t: O rgan ise rs A u s tra lia , P0 
Box 12 3 7 , M ilto n  Q ld 4 0 6 4 , ph 07 
3 3 6 9  7 8 6 6 , fx  07  3 3 6 7  14 71 , m a il@  
o rg a u s .co m .a u  h t tp : //w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /  
g ro u p s /lib tn a t/co n fe re n ce s /2 0 0 3 /

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
26 /6 -3 /7  American Library Asso
ciation Annual conference. Toronto. 
Contact: Am erican Library Association, 50 
E Huron, Chicago, IL 60611 USA, fx  0015 1 
312 280 3224, h ttp ://w w w .a la .o rg /cro /

1-9/8  69th IFLA Council and general 
conference. Access point library: media 
—  information —  culture. Berlin, Germa
ny. Contact: M r C hristoph Albers. Phone: 
0011 49 302 655 8852, fx: 0015 49 302 
655 8853, ifla2003secr@ sbb.spk-berlin .de, 
h ttp ://w w w .ifla .o rg /IV /if la 69 /

22-26 /9  LIASA Sixth Annual confer
ence. Tsoga o itirele: Libraries as agents of 
change. Rustenburg Civic Centre, Rusten- 
burg, N orth W est Province, South Africa . 
Contact: Ms Naomi Haasbroek, fx 021 843 
3525, naom i@ tlabs.ac.za, h ttp ://h o m e . 
imaginet.co.za/liasa/index.h tm l 

7-1 0 /1 0  The Library and Informa
tion Association of New Zealand 
Aotearoa (LIANZA) Conference 2003. 
'Oceans of Opportunity : Whakawhitihia 
te l/ioana'. Napier M unicipa l Theatre, 119 
Tennyson Street, Napier, Hawkes Bay, New 
Zealand. Contact: Conference secretariat: 
Conferences and Events Ltd, P0 Box 1254, 
Nelson, New Zealand, ph 03 546 6022, fx 
03 546 6020, lianza@ confer.co.nz, h ttp : 
//w w w . confer.co.nz/lianza2003/

A ll in c ite  E v e n ts  are limited to 40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name o f Group, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if relevant), 
venue, time, costs, and a contact 
name with phone and fax numbers.

A L IA  g ro u p s  should mail, e-mail 
or fax details of forthcoming events 
to the address shown below, or 
use our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.

N o n -A LIA  e n t r ie s :  Send (at 
a cost o f $43.56 for 40 words) 
with your complete billing 
details to in c ite  E v e n ts , ALIA, 
PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e- 
mail e v e n ts @ a lia .o rg .a u . An 
invoice will be sent to the address 
indicated with your entry. For a 
small additional cost, your event 
may be listed on our website. Call 
for details.

•  bu llets indicate activities 
organised  b y  ALIA Groups
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Making news continued...

of Australia, Fran W ilson , said  that the 
se rv ice  a im s to p ro v id e  q u ick  and  a u 
thoritative information. The average time 

for handling queries  is fifteen minutes.

N e t  d ata  a  ‘health  h a z a rd ’
The Australian, 1 1  February, 
by Adrian Lynch

An o n l in e  in form ation system  has 

b een  la u n ch e d  in South Austra l ia  in 
w h ich  health pro fessiona ls  can  a c c e s s  

tw o  m illion  pu b l ic  hospital patient 
records .  The system  c o n ta in s  links to 

m e d ica l  drug d a ta b a se s ,  p rescr ib in g  
aids,  m ed ica l  d ict ionaries  and  links to 

journal articles.

L i b r a r y  v is its  double  a ve ra g e
M ud  gee Guardian and Gulgong  
Advertiser, 1 1  February, by Reid Jermyn

M u d g e e  Shire Libraries h ave  tw ic e  the 
state average  o f  visitors. Shire librarian, 
Simon Jones said that registered borrow 

ers had increased by m ore than tw e lve  
per cent. Mr Jones said that the libraries 
children and youth programs have really 

h e lped  to d e v e lo p  re la t ionsh ips  with 
schools  and youth groups. He b e l ieves  
this is a factor w h y  the shire's libraries 
are continuing to do better.

C a r r  accused o f  
cover-up  o ver  l ibrar ies

A dvocate  (Coffs Harbour, express),
1 1  February

An a w a re n e s s  c a m p a ig n  run by the 
C ountry  Pu blic  Libraries A sso c ia t io n  

in c lu d ed  p ostcard s  a d d re sse d  to the 
N S W  prem ier  and the m inister for 

the arts. C o u n c i l lo r  Sh ir ley  W h eat ley ,  
ch a irperson  o f  the North East z o n e  

N S W  C ountry  Public  Libraries A s s o 
c iation , sa id  that the d irector-genera l  
o f  the N S W  M inistry  for the Arts, Mr 

R oger W ilk ins  had totally  m is led  the 
public  in his reply to the postcards. Mr 
W ilkins said that per cap ita  funding for 

libraries in N S W  is $ 3 1 . 7 7 ,  but doesn 't  
a c k n o w le d g e  the fact  that n in ety-o n e  

per cent  o f that fu n d in g  c o m e s  from  
local governm ent.

L i b r a r y  pro test  escalates
Bendigo Advertiser, 4 February

Industrial action taken by State Library 
of Victoria  e m p lo y e e s  re c e ive d  state
w id e  attention at the b eg in n in g  of 

February. Library e m p lo y e e s  are asking 

for pay increases. The protest w a s  held 
to co- incide  with the launch of the M e l
bourne  Fashion Festival. O ther articles 

about the dispute app e a re d  in M x-M el-  
bourne, on M onday  3 February with the 
heading  'Staff strike shuts library'.

B r o w n  push for b ook  m oney

Southern H ighland N ew s (Bowral)
5 February

Former librarian, and  Labor ca n d id a te  
Noeline  Brown has jo ined the chorus of

Country Labor m em bers  urging the Carr 

governm ent for m ore  library funding. 

C o u n tr y  l ib rar ies  funds call
Arm idale Express, 3 February

Sen ior  co u n try  Labor M Ps  h ave  met 

with the N S W  treasurer, M ich ae l  Egan, 
to ask for m ore m o n e y  for country p u b 

lic l ibraries in N e w  South W a le s .  The 

m eeting  fo l lo w e d  a co n ce n tra te d  lo b 
bying ca m p a ig n  by the C ountry  Public 

Libraries Associat ion  w h ich  sa w  letters 

to the editor and artic les  a p p e a r in g  in 

m a n y  reg ional  d a i ly  p ap ers .  C ou n try  

Labor M LC, Tony Kelly, said  that the sit

uation fac ing  rural public  libraries w a s  

too serious to be ignored. The story w as  

a lso  co v e re d  in the W ellington Times, 
3 February  under the h e a d in g  'K el ly  

seeks m ore  funds for our libraries ',  and 

in the Barrier D aily  Truth (Broken Hill) 

under the heading 'Call for m ore library 
funds'.

V irtua l  w o r ld  com es to the bush

The Australian, 1 4  January

R o x a n n e  M iss in g h a m  is le a d in g  a 
pro ject  at the N ational Library of A u s 

tralia  w h ic h  a im s  to m a k e  research  

p ap ers  m ore  a v a i la b le .  R o x a n n e  is 
d e v e lo p in g  a tool to be used in a NLA 

research pro ject  d es ign ed  to assess  and 

m easu re  the a c c e p ta n c e  o f digitisation 

a nd  the n eed s  o f  library users w a n t 
ing a c c e s s  to d ig it ised  resou rces .  The 

p ie c e  a lso  h era ld ed  the lau nch  o f  the 
A skN o w ! serv ice ,  co - o p e r a t iv e ly  p ro 

vided  by the national and state libraries. 
M entions  the Information O n lin e  2 0 0 3  

con feren ce .

B e w a r e  d an g ers  in online  data  
go ldm ine, h istor ian  w a rn s

The Australian, 1 4  January 

A n n e  M a re e  W h ita k er  w a rn s  that 

m aterial  fo und  on the internet sh ou ld  
b e  treated with ca u t io n .  Dr W h ita k er  

b e l ie v e s  that w h i le  the ava i lab i l i ty  o f  

in form ation on the internet is a g o o d  

thing, researchers  should  a lw a y s  ch eck  

the s o u rc e  and  c r o s s - c h e c k  for other 

sources. Dr W hitaker is co n c e rn e d  that 
students  are  not b e in g  taught e n o u g h  

a b out  the dang ers  of not c h e ck in g  the 

a c c u ra c y  o f  on line  re ference  materials . 
M entions the Information O n lin e  2 0 0 3  

co n feren ce .

D e a l in g  w ith  the d a ta  de luge
The Australian, 1 4  Janu ary

Inform ation o v e r lo a d  is a c o m m o n  

p ro b le m , a c c o r d in g  to Ross D a w s o n ,  

author and  keynote  sp eak er  at the 1 1th  

Inform ation O n i in e  c o n fe re n c e .  H e 

says that the use  o f  standards by infor

mation pro fessionals  such as librarians 
and researchers is necessary  to identify 

w h at  is re levant and  of v a lu e  to an in

formation seeker. This process, w hich  he

calls  synd icat io n , will  ch a n g e  the role 

o f  librarians.

O u r  l ib ra r ia n s  a re  u n derra ted : e x p e rt

The Australian, 1 4  Janu ary  

A review of som e of the topics being co v 

ered at the Information Online 2 0 0 3  con

ference. Conference  convenor, Elizabeth 

Swan, says that the diversity and profes

sionalism of librarianship in Australia is 

not fully recognised. She says that while 

librarians seem s to be undervalued  in 

the com m unity  the business community 

is beg inn ing  to recogn ise  their value, 

dem onstrated by the g row in g  num ber 

o f librarians being  attracted to w ork  in 

banks and law firms. Swan goes on to say 

that the public library should be en g a g 

ing more with local com m unities by act

ing as local internet portals, hosting local 

business websites, and provid ing search 

facilities for business information.

In fo  age  com es late to the pacific

The Australian, 1 4  January, 

by Karen D earn e

The high costs  o f  a c c e s s  and e q u i p 

m ent are  m a jo r  b arriers  to in cre a se d  

use o f  information and co m m u n icat io n  

technologies  throughout the Pacific. The 

Pacific Island Forum is pushing for more 

a f fo rd a b le  a c c e s s  to c o n n e c t  rem ote  

com m u n it ies  in the Pacific Rim. 

M c M a n u s  urges  l ib r a ry  funds  ch eck  

G oulburn Post, 7 February 

Country Labor candidate  for Burrinjuck, 

M ichael M cM anus jo ined senior country 

Labor MPs in urging the N SW  Treasurer 

to re-exam ine funding to public libraries 

in N e w  South W ales. Mr M cM a n u s  said 

that the Carr G overnm ent had increased 

funding  to pub lic  libraries  by twenty 

per cent s in ce  1 9 9 5 ,  but m ore n eeded  

to b e  done . Mr M c M a n u s  said  that an 

in creased  d e m a n d  on the resources  of 

p u b lic  libraries  in the local a rea  had 

prompted him to ask for m ore funding.

N S W  Sta te  l ib r a ry  b oosts  collection

The Koori M ail, 2 9  January

The State Library o f  N e w  South W a le s  

has recen t ly  p u rc h a se d  three s ign if i

can t  p u b l ica t io n s  to a d d  to its g r o w 

ing in d ig en o u s  co l le c t io n .  The library 

p u rch a se d  a c o p y  o f  D a v id  U n a ip o n 's  

A b o rig in a l  Legen d s  (c. 1 9 27) ,  the first 

publicat ion  by an A b orig in a l  m an; the 

o n ly  k n ow n Austra l ian  c o p y  o f  the 

p a m p h le t  'H isto ire  C u r ie u s e  d e s  A b o -  

rigenes d 'Australie , C a n n ib a le s ' ,  by RA 

C u n n in g h a m  w h ich  tells the story o f  

the rem oval o f  nine A b orig in a l  p e o p le  

from Northern Q u e e n s la n d  in 1 8  8 3

for exhibit ion in a circus in A m erica  and 

Europe; and a printed c o p y  o f the ballad 

ab out the J im m y  G o v e r n o r  m urders. ■
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