
S i x  g r e a t  r e a s o n s  t o  e n jo y  a  b o o k
Federal Arts Minister launches Books Alive

At the launch of the 
Books Alive 2003 
campaign were (hr) 
Matthew Reilly, Anna 
Fienberg, Morris 
Gleitzman and Geraldine 
Brooks

S enator the H on o u rab le  Rod Kem p, 
Federal M in is te r for the Arts and 
Sport, launched  Books A live  2003 

at Federation  Square, M e lb o u rn e  on S u n 
day 1 6 M arch .

Books A live  is the biggest co-operative 
prom otion  of books and read ing  eve r un 
dertaken in Australia. The prom otion w ill run 
from 2 to 15 August 2003, and w ill enab le  
readers to buy a book by six high-profile 
Austra lian  w riters for just $5.00 each  (w ith  
the purchase of any other book).

The cornerstone of the prom otion  is An  
Anzac's story, a new  book by Roy Kyle, intro
duced  and annotated by bestselling Austral
ian writer, B ryce  Courtenay, Senator Kem p 
announced . The six books and writers are:

Year o f wonders by G e ra ld in e  Brooks (f ic 
tion)

An Anzac's Story Roy Kyle and B ryce  Cour
tenay (biography)

Tashi and Tashi and the giant by A nna  F ien 
berg (fiction 7-10 years)

Toad heaven  by M orris  G le itzm an  (fiction  
10-13 years)

M y p lace  by Sa lly  M organ (b iography)

Ice Station by M atthew  R e illy  (fiction)

The titles w ere  chosen from those submit
ted by publishers. A  panel com prising Sandra 
Yates, Brett O sm ond  (project director, Books 
A live ), M argaret Burke (Austra lia  C oun c il), 
Ju lie t Rogers (Australian Publishers A ssoc ia 
tion), A nne Davis (D ym ocks) and Scott Whit- 
m ont (Australian  Bookse lle rs  A ssocia tion ) 
m ade the final selection.

G era ld ine  Brooks, A nna Fienberg, Morris 
G le itzm an  and M atthew  R e illy  attended the 
launch in M elbourne.

Books A live  represents a com plete ly new  
co-operative network w ith in  the book sector. 
The prom otion w ill present an exciting and 
com p e lling  opportun ity  for all Australians, 
young and old, to buy an outstanding and 
popular Australian book for $5.00 and redis
cover the pleasure of reading.

P lans to inc lud e  schoo ls and libraries 
in Books A live  2003 are underw ay. D etails 
w ill be posted on the w ebs ite  in the lead 
up to the August cam paign  [http://www. 
booksalive.com .au ].

Books A live  is a Federal G overnm ent in i
tiative developed through the Australia C oun 
cil. C hair of Books A live  is Sandra Yates, AO . 
The pro ject d irector is Brett O sm on d  from 
W ritten  Perspectives. ■
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