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S c h o la r ly  p u b lish in g  in its trad i
tiona l form  is in crisis. U n ivers ity  
presses th ro u g h o u t the  w o rld  

h ave  in re cen t years  e ith e r been 
c losed  d o w n  or fa ce  increas ing  fin an 
c ia l pressures. M a n y  presses in con se 
q u en ce  have  had to m o ve  to general 
p u b lish in g , m o v in g  a w a y  from  the ir 
o rig ina l pu rpose of d issem inating  the 
a ca d e m ic  output o f the ir institution.

H o w  then  is a c a d e m ic  research  
to be d issem in a te d  g lo b a lly  in the 
tw en ty- first c en tu ry ?  T h e  n um ber 
of ou tle ts  for A u s tra lian  a ca d e m ic  
research  p u b lic a tio n  has d im in ish ed  
w h ile  A u s tra lian  lib ra ries  a re  pay ing  
m ore for overseas m onographs.

The need  to publish  by Austra lian  
researchers has been  exacerb a ted  by 
governm ents and adm inistrators using 
p u b lic a t io n s  as p e rfo rm an ce  m eas 
ures. H o w e v e r  m an y  o f these m eas
ures are s im p ly  based on quan tita tive  
rather than qu a lita tive  outputs.

G lo b a lly ,  m an y  a re  n o w  read 
d ress ing  the  co m p le x  system  of 
re la t io n sh ip s  and  p ro d uc ts  kn o w n  
as s c h o la r ly  c o m m u n ic a t io n . As an 
a rtic le  in N ature  has re cen tly  stated, 
'n e w  in fo rm a tio n  te ch n o lo g ie s  (d ig 
ital fo rm ats, the internet, lap top  and  
desktop  co m p u tin g , data and  im age

cap tu re  and  m an ip u la tio n ) h ave  c re 
ated opportun ities for com m u n ica tio n  
that w e re  u n im ag in ab le  in an earlier, 
p rin t-constra ined  e ra ' (W a lp e r t , N a 
ture, 7 N o ve m b e r 2002).

In 2002 the d e v e lo p m e n t o f a 
n u m b er o f u n ive rs ity  e-prin t rep o s i
tories and  e-press d eve lo p m en ts , a l
lied  to the international O p en  A rch ive  
In itia tive s  and  the d ig ita l n e tw o rk ed  
en v iro n m en t, offer the op po rtu n ity  to 
im p lem en t and  assess n ew  m ode ls  of 
s ch o la r ly  co m m u n ica t io n . E-presses, 
w ith  q u a lity  con tro l o f re feree ing , a l
lo w  w id e r  d is trib u tion  at p o te n tia lly  
lo w e r  d is tr ib u tio n  costs for the  A u s 
tra lian  a ca d em ic  com m un ity .

In stitu tiona l repos ito rie s  o ffer a 
stra teg ic  response both  to the  o p 
p o rtu n ities  p ro v id ed  by the  d ig ita l 
n e tw o rk  e n v iro n m e n t and  the  sys
tem ic  p ro b lem s in tod ay 's  s c h o la r ly  
co m m u n ic a t io n  system . Issues such 
as co p y rig h t, b rand in g , re fe ree ing , 
rew ard  structures and  the m ost e ffec 
tive  d issem ina tion  patterns o f k n o w l
edge  w ill  b e  addressed  in this m ajo r 
con fe ren ce .

A n y o n e  in terested  in the  c re a 
tion  and  d issem in a tio n  of A ustra lia 's  
research  k n o w le d g e  sh o u ld  attend . 
H ea r lead ing  speakers from  A ustra lia

and  o ve rseas  and  con tr ib u te  to the 
d iscussions on w h a t w ill be the role, 
function  and  form at o f the  a ca d em ic  
book  in the twenty-first century.

Speakers  in c lu d e  R o y  Tennant, 
m anager of C a lifo rn ia  E-Scholarship at 
the C a lifo rn ia  D ig ita l Library; D r Janet 
M c C a lm a n , head  of H is to ry  and  P h i
losophy of S c ie n ce  at M e lb o u rn e  U n i
versity ; Professor John  H artley, D ean  
o f C re a t iv e  Industries, Q u e e n s la n d  
U n iv e rs ity  o f T e ch n o lo g y ; B e n ja m in  
M c K a y , p res id en t o f the  C o u n c il o f 
Austra lian  Postgraduate Assoc ia tions; 
Lo u ise  A d ler, d ire c to r  o f M e lb o u rn e  
U n iv e rs ity  Press; D r B ill C o p e , m a n 
ag ing  d ire c to r o f C o m m o n  G ro u n d  
P u b lish in g ; D r R o b in  D e rr ico u rt, 
m an ag in g  d ire c to r  o f the  U n iv e rs ity  
o f N e w  South  W a le s  Press; and  Paul 
R eek ie , genera l m an ag e r of C S IR O  
Pub lish ing .

Further in fo rm ation , in c lu d in g  the 
c o n fe ren ce  program  and  reg istration  
form s, can  be found  at h ttp ://w w w . 
h u m an itie s .o rg .au , or co n ta c t: Ju s 
tine  M o lo n y , ex ecu tive  assistant, The 
A u s tra lian  A c a d e m y  o f the H u m a n i
ties, G P O  Box  93, C an b e rra  260 1 , 
a a h .o f f ic e @ a n u .e d u .a u , p h o n e  02 
6125 9860, or fax 02 6248 6287. •

RMIT custodian of a national treasure
AFI library finds new home

T he A us tra lian  F ilm  Institu te L ib ra ry  w ill  be housed  
at R M IT  U n ive rs ity  from  2003. R M IT  U n iv e rs ity  w ill 
b e co m e  the ca re tak e r and  cus to d ian  o f the  library, 

regarded as a nationa l heritage co lle c tio n .

In 2002  the fu tu re  o f the  lib ra ry  w a s  u n ce rta in  w ith  
the A F I no  longer re ce iv in g  fund ing  to run this im portan t 
resource  o f h is to rica l artefacts for the film  and  arts c o m 
m unity, and  the genera l pu b lic .

The A F I Lib rary@ RM IT  University  w ill be located  w ith in  
the Sch o o l o f A p p lie d  C o m m u n ica tio n  at the c ity  cam p us 
in M e lb o u rn e . R M IT  U n ive rs ity , w h ic h  offers a n u m b er 
o f p rogram s in film  and  scrip t w rit in g , is d e lig h ted  w ith  
this d e v e lo p m e n t and  regard  it as a superb  asset to the 
o rgan isation .

'R M IT  U n iv e rs ity  is hono u red  to be ap po in ted  cu s to 
d ian  o f a national treasure such as the A F I Library. W e  w ill 
be tak ing  ou r n ew fo u n d  respons ib ility  to the film  industry, 
the screen  ed u ca tion  sector and  sp e c ific a lly  to A F I m em 
bers ve ry  seriously. To this end  all visitors to the A F I L ib rary 
w ill e n jo y  free and  ex tended  access to its rich b ank  of re
sources. I a lso  s in ce re ly  hope  that R M IT 's  in vo lve m en t in 
d eve lop in g  the lib rary 's assets and serv ices w ill crea te  n ew

oppo rtun ities  and  research in itia tives for the benefit o f the 
b roader Austra lian  film  industries,' Lauren  M urray, head  of 
R M IT 's  Sch o o l o f A p p lie d  C o m m u n ica tio n  said.

The A F I lib rary is a non-lend ing  lib ra ry  that spec ia lises  
in screen history, criticism  and  theory and, in particular, the 
A ustra lian  screen  industries. It in c lu d es  6000 books, o ve r 
750 jou rn a l titles and  300 u np u b lish ed  scripts and  m ore  
than 600 000  new s c lip p in g s. The lib ra ry  a lso  m a in ta in s  
a u n iq u e  co lle c tio n  of film  and p ersona lity  c lip p in g s  that 
form  the basis o f its research  se rv ice s  to the  m e d ia  and  
pu b lic .

A d m iss ion  to the A F I L ib ra ry@ R M IT  U n ive rsity  w ill  be 
free to A F I m em bers and  the p u b lic  w h en  it reopens, and  
the library's open ing  hours w ill a lso  be extended . Research  
and  in fo rm ation  se rv ices w ill  co n tin u e  to be offered  and  
the lib rary  w ill rem ain  a non-lend ing  facility.

The A F I has operated  a lib rary  s in ce  1 978. The lib ra ry  
has a strong h istorica l link to M e lb o u rn e  as it w as  in it ia lly  
lo ca ted  in C a rd ig an  Street, C a rlto n  and  began  as a jo in t 
v e n tu re  o f the A F I and  the  V ic to r ia n  Fed era tion  o f F ilm  
Soc ie ties . ■
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