Demand on the rise for
distance MBA programs

T he higher educa-
tion market is
demanding more

Ioaving tradnional vus e MENT
EDUCATION

ness schools struggling
for enrolments, says
Andrew MacDonald, head of APESMA Management Educa
tion.

MacDonald who is responsible for Australia's largest
MBA program — offered via distance learning through the
Association of Professional Engineers, Scientists and Manag-
ers, Australia (APESMA) and jointly conferred with LaTrobe
University, said while business schools offering on-campus
programs were doing it tough, the distance learning sector
was growing.

Last year, APESMA awarded MBAs to 269 students, con-
firming its status as the leading provider of postgraduate man-
agement education programs and the largest provider of MBAs
in the country. An additional 94 students received the Gradu-
ate Certificate or Diploma from the same study stream — most
of whom will progress to the MBA qualification through the
sequenced learning pathway, an important feature of the
APESMA postgraduate management studies program.

The new graduates join more than 10 000 former APESMA
graduates from more than fifty countries who have benefited
from APESMA's flexible distance learning postgraduate pro-
grams.

MacDonald said that distance learning formats had
evolved to the point that many commentators now agreed
this option was superior to traditional 'talk and chalk' methods
offered by the 'bricks and mortar' institutions.

'The strength of distance-based learning is its applied na-
ture and the many benefits derived by bringing the learning to
the preferred environment of the student,’ he said.

ALIA members are eligible for discount rates for APESMA
Management Education Courses. See http://alia.org.au/
education/cpd/services.html for details. 1

ALIA 2004
biennial conference

21 - 24 September 2004, Gold Coast
Convention and Exhibition Centre

Only a few days left before earlybird registration for the
conference closes.

Make sure you register online at
http://conferences.alia.org.au/alia2004/ before 12 July!

Don't miss out on:

< a great program of papers, posters and stimulating
panel discussions;

= a fabulous social program — including the highlight,
the conference dinner at Dreamworld;

= informative and bright displays from a diverse range
of exhibitors; and

= the chance to catch up with friends and colleagues,
old and new! ]
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Powerful indexing and
retrieval tools offer highly
flexible and super-fast
search capabilities to both

library staff and customers.

Web-centric spvDUS
empowers borrowers to
access library services via
the internet, boosting staff

productivity.

Backed by library
professionals who
understand technology,
libraries and customer

service.
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