
Demand on the rise for 
distance MBA programs
T h e  h ig h e r  e d u c a 

tion m a rk et  is 
d e m a n d i n g  m o r e  

f lex ib le  learn in g  m o d e ls  
le a v in g  trad itional b u s i 
ness  s c h o o ls  s t ru g g l in g  
for e n r o lm e n ts ,  sa y s
A n d r e w  M a c D o n a l d ,  h e a d  o f  A P E S M A  M a n a g e m e n t  E du ca  
tion.

MANAGEMENT
EDUCATION

M a c D o n a l d  w h o  is r e s p o n s ib le  for A u stra l ia 's  la rgest  
M B A  p ro g ra m  —  o f fe re d  v ia  d i s ta n c e  le a rn in g  th rou gh  the 
A sso c ia t io n  o f  P ro fess iona l  Engineers, Sc ientists  a nd  M a n a g 
ers, A u stra l ia  (A P E SM A ) a n d  jo in t ly  c o n fe r r e d  w ith  LaT robe  
U niversity , sa id  w h i l e  b u s in e ss  s c h o o ls  o f fe r in g  o n - c a m p u s  
p ro g ra m s  w e r e  d o in g  it tou g h , the  d i s ta n c e  le a rn in g  s e c to r  
w a s  g ro w in g .

Last year, A P E S M A  a w a r d e d  M B A s  to 2 6 9  students, c o n 
fi rm ing its status as the le a d in g  pro v id er  o f  postgradu ate  m a n 
a g em en t  ed u cat io n  pro gram s and the largest provider  o f  M B A s  
in the country. An a d d it ion a l  94  students  re c e iv e d  the G r a d u 
ate Certificate or D ip lo m a  from the sa m e  study stream —  most 
o f  w h o m  w il l  p ro gress  to the M B A  q u a l i f ica t io n  through the 
s e q u e n c e d  le a rn in g  p a th w a y ,  an  im p o r ta n t  fe a tu re  o f  th e  
A P E S M A  p o s tg ra d u a te  m a n a g e m e n t  studies  p ro gram .

The n e w  graduates  jo in  m ore  than 1 0  0 0 0  fo rm er A P E S M A  

g rad u ates  from  m o re  than fifty co u n tr ies  w h o  h a ve  b en efited  
from  A P E S M A 's  f l e x ib le  d is ta n c e  le a rn in g  p o s tg ra d u a te  p r o 
gram s.

M a c D o n a l d  sa id  that d i s ta n c e  le a rn in g  fo rm ats  h ad  
e v o l v e d  to th e  po in t  that m a n y  c o m m e n t a t o r s  n o w  a g r e e d  
this option w a s  superior  to traditional 'talk and  ch a lk '  m ethods  
o f fered  by the 'b r ick s  a n d  m ortar '  institutions.

'The  strength o f  d is ta n c e - b a s e d  learn in g  is its a p p l ie d  n a 
ture and  the m a n y  benefits  der ived  by bringing  the learn ing to 
the preferred  e n v ir o n m e n t  o f  the student, '  he  said.

A LIA  m e m b e r s  are  e l ig ib le  for d isc o u n t  rates for A P E S M A  
M a n a g e m e n t  E d u c a t io n  C o u r s e s .  S e e  h ttp :/ /a l ia .o rg .au /  
ed u c a t io n /cp d /se rv ic e s .h tm l for deta ils .  ■

ALIA 2004 
biennial conference
21 - 24 September 2004, Gold Coast 
Convention and Exhibition Centre

Only a few days left before earlybird registration for the 
conference closes.

Make sure you register online at
http://conferences.alia.org.au/alia2004/ before 12 July!

Don't miss out on:
• a great program of papers, posters and stimulating 

panel discussions;
• a fabulous social program —  including the highlight, 

the conference dinner at Dreamworld;
• informative and bright displays from a diverse range 

of exhibitors; and
• the chance to catch up with friends and colleagues,

old and new! ■

SPVDUS
L ib ra ry  S o lu tio n s

P O W E R  

AT YOUR 
FINGERTIPS

U  Powerful indexing and 

retrieval tools offer highly 

flexible and super-fast 

search capabilities to both 

library staff and customers.

M  W eb-centric SP VD U S 

empowers borrowers to 

a cce ss  library services via 

the internet, boosting staff 

productivity.

I  Backed by library 

professionals who 

understand technology, 

libraries and customer 

service.

www.civica.com.au
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