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T he A C T  Pu blic  Library 
c e le b ra te d  Library 
and  Information W e e k  

2 0 0 4  by hosting a trivia night 
on W e d n e s d a y  2 6  May, to 
raise m o n e y  for public  librar
ies in East Timor.

The e v e n t  w a s  a great  
o p p o rtu n ity  to support  o n e  
o f  A ustra l ia 's  c lo se s t  n e ig h 
bours  in h e lp in g  to im p ro ve  
e d u c a t io n  a n d  li teracy. The 
Dili P u b l ic  Library w a s  e s 
sentia l ly  d e stro y e d ,  and  

small  aid pro jects  h ave  b een  
w o rk in g  to e s tab lish  n e w  
co m m u n ity  libraries, in c lu d 
ing the X a n a n a  G u s m a o  
R ead ing  R oom .

East Timorese Ambassador, His Excellency Mr Jorge Da Conceicao 
Teme, and Merrilee Pig ram, general manager o f ACT Library and 
Information Services, announce the results

S p e c ia l  guests  at the 
tr ivia night in c lu d e d  the 
East T im o re se  A m b a ssa d o r ,
His E x c e l le n c y  M r Jo rg e  D a  
C o n c e i c a o  Tem e a nd  m e m 
bers  o f  the East T im o re se  
com m u nity .  The A C T  Public  
Library shares  its facil ities in Griffith with the 

East T im orese Embassy, and brought together 

interested p u b l ic  a nd  s p e c ia l  libraries from 
a cro ss  C a n b e r ra  to su p p o r t  this im portant 
cau se .

Partic ipants  c e le b ra te d  w ith  style , 
decorat ing  their tables , and  v y in g  for prizes

d o n a te d  by D y m o c k s  B e lc o n n e n ,  the A sia  
B o o k ro o m , and A C T  Public  Library staff.

All o f  the $ 1 6 0 0  raised from  the night 
will  be  g iven  to Australian Volunteers  Inter

national for the X a n a n a  G u s m a o  R e a d in g  
R oom , w h o  will p u rch a se  library b o o k s  for 
them selves and other public libraries in c o m 
munity centres  a ro und  East Timor. ■

Treasures and curios 
of the AGAL Library
T he Australian Government Analytical Lab

oratories (AGAL) has its roots in colonial 
times when it was part of customs admin

istrations. In those days it had such interesting 
tasks as the measurement of the alcohol content 
of spirits entering the colonies so that the ap
propriate amount of revenue could be collected. 
Over the years, the AGAL library has acquired 
photos and other ephemera which document 
AGAL's work and history. Inspired by the National 
Library's 'Treasures' display, the AGAL librarians 
decided to exhibit its own library treasures and 
promoted Library and Information Week with a 
'Treasures and curios of the library' display.

On display were chemistry books dating 
back to the early 1900s ,  historic photos of the 
laboratories and pictures of former AGAL staff 
sporting handlebar moustaches! As well as the 
historical artefacts, also displayed were books 
and videos showing the diverse subject areas 
held in our small but special library. Some of the 
interesting titles displayed were: Composition of

Aboriginal foods, Dictionary of colour, Russian 
for scientists and 2000 Olympic Handbook and 
Media Guide. Many staff enjoyed the display and 

the morning tea and they were also invited to 

make a donation towards the Cancer Council's 

Biggest Morning Tea.

1 July this year will see the end of an era for 

AGAL when it merges with the CSIRO's National 

Measurement Laboratory (NML) and the National 

Standards Commission (NSC) to form a new or

ganisation, The National Measurement Institute 

(NMI). This new institute will be responsible for 

national physical, chemical and biological units 

and standards of measurement and will represent 

Australia in international weights and measures 

organisations. The librarians and records manag

ers have been working closely with each other 

to plan the future information services for the 

new NML
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