
A magical celebration
The 21st anniversary of P o ssu m  m a g ic  celebrated during Library and Information Week

Julie Vivas and Mem Fox during the Possum Magic 21 st anniversary 
celebrarions at Fairfield City Library Service

T here w a s  m ag ic  in the air as the Australian Library 
and Information Associat ion  prepared to ce leb rate  
the 2 1 st ann iversary of the iconic picture b o o k  Pos­

sum magic with M e m  Fox and Julie Vivas at Fairfield City 
Library Service .

A n enth us iast ic  c r o w d  o f  l ibrarians, teach er- l ibrar­

ians, c h i ld c a r e  w o rk ers  and library clients  gath ered  to 
e n jo y  the festiv it ies. ALIA's e x e c u t iv e  d irector  Jennet’er 

N ic h o lso n  sp o k e  a b o u t  the im p o rta n ce  o f  L ibrary and  
Inform ation W e e k  and  the v a lu e  o f  l ibraries in our 

society. Leonie  Sw eeney ,  manager, peop le  and corporate  
relations for Scholastic  Australia, gave  an o v erv ie w  of the 
2 1  years  o f  Possum magic: the b o o k  has sold  m ore  than 
tw o m illion co p ie s ,  a rem arkab le  feat for an Australian 
picture book.

M e m  Fox and  Julie  Vivas enthralled  the c ro w d  with 
their d ia lo g u e ,  c o v e r in g  everyth in g  from inspiration to 
perspiration. Julie  sh o w e d  e x a m p le s  of storyboards illus­
trating the p ro ce ss  that she  g o e s  through, from reading  
the story to the finished product. The M ayor of Fairfield, N ick  
Lalich, o f fe red  a vo te  o f  thanks on b e h a l f  o f  the city, and  
G ra n d m a  Poss m a d e  a surprise a p p e a ra n ce ,  scattering m agic  
stars liberally over a delighted aud ience .  The Mayor, M em  and 
Julie then cut the 2 1  st cake ,  des igned  and m a d e  by Fay Rigby, 
a Fairfield Library staff m em ber.

The formal p ro ce ed in g s  w e re  fo l low ed  by an opportunity  
to purch ase  b ooks  and have them  signed by the author and

illustrator. Sch o lastic  Australia a lso  had a c o p y  of the iimited 
ed it ion  b o o k  for perusa l .  E veryone  w a s  invited to s a m p le  
the c a k e  and  the de lic iou s  afternoon tea. The afternoon w a s  
pun ctuated  by m uch laughter and  fun —  a fitting tribute to 
M em , Julie and the book they created. Fairfield Library Service  
w o u ld  like to thank ALIA, Scholastic  Australia, M em  Fox and  
Julie  V ivas for m aking  the day  so special.

C a ro ly n  B o u rk e , c o m m u n ity  o u tre a c h  lib ra ria n — c h ild re n  a n d  

y o u th , F a ir f ie ld  C i ty  L ib ra ry  S e r v ic e
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For 21 years 
P o ssu m  M a g ic  

has captivated and 
enchanted children and 

adults. Mem Fox’s lovable 
characters, little Hush 

and Grandma Poss, 
and Julie Vivas’ exquisite 
illustrations weave a story 

of pure magic. 
Continuously in print 

since it was first published 
by Omnibus Books 
on 31 March 1983, 

P o ssu m  M a g ic  has been 
embraced as Australia’s 

most-loved children’s 
picture book.
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S P E C I A L  L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N

500 Numbered and Signed Sets
A magnificent limited edition boxed set has been published to 

commemorate Possum  M a g ic ’s 21st year. Truly a must-have for 
children's book collections, this distinctive set includes a Saifu-cloth- 

bound. dust-jacketed, individually numbered and signed edition of 
Possum  M a g ic , an accompanying 16-page booklet on the making of 
Possum  M a g ic , and an art print numbered and signed by Julie Vivas.

■ Luxury edition 
1 From Mouse to Magic:

The Making o f  Possum Magic 
1 Art print

P R IC E : $275 (including GST and delivery) 
Em ail orders to: loraine barnett@scholastic.com.au
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