
T h e  P r a g u e  d e c l a r a t i o n

Towards an information literate society
I nequities among nations and individuals in today's information so

ciety were targeted at a historic, first-of-its-kind meeting in Prague, 
The Czech Republic, in September 2003. Forty participants from 

twenty-three countries met to discuss information literacy. With the 

support of UNESCO, and organised by the US National Commis
sion on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS) and the National 
Forum on Information Literacy (NFIL), participants wrestled with the 
fundamental challenge of how to empower people to benefit from 

information and communication resources and technologies.

Information literacy was defined as the ability to identify, locate, 
evaluate, organise and effectively create, use and communicate in
formation to address an issue or problem.

To date, advancements in information and communication tech
nologies have only increased the divide between the information 

rich and the information poor. Prague participants acknowledged 
the need for three elements to improve this situation:

1 ready access to information and communication technologies;

2 unrestricted availability of needed information; and 

3 an information literate citizenry.

They agreed that an information literacy citizenry is required to 

mobilise an effective civil society and create a competitive work
force.

More than thirty papers were commissioned for the Prague 
meeting and served as a basis for the discussions. Both abstracts 
and the full papers are available at http://www.nclis.gov/libinter/ 
infolitconf&meet/infolitconf&meet.html. Participants issued 'The 

Prague declaration: Toward an information literate society' [see 
below].

The Prague declaration
Towards an information literate ooeiety

We the partic ipan ts  at the In fo rm a tion  L ite racy M ee ting  o f  
Experts, organised by the US N ationa l Commission on Library 
and In fo rm ation  Science and the N a tio n a l Forum on In fo r
m ation  Literacy, w ith  the support o f  UNESCO, representing  
twenty-three countries from  a ll o f  the seven m a jo r continents, 
he ld  in Prague, the Czech Republic, 2 0 -2 3  September 2003, 
propose the fo llow ing  basic in fo rm ation  lite racy p rinc ip les:

• The creation o f  an in fo rm a tion  socie ty  is key to social, 
cu ltu ra l and econom ic developm ent o f  nations and com 
munities, institu tions and ind iv idua ls  in  the 21st century  
and beyond.

• In form ation lite racy encompasses know ledge o f one's in 
form ation concerns and needs, and the a b ility  to identify, 
locate, evaluate, organise and effective ly create, use and  
com m unicate  in fo rm ation  to address issues o r problem s  
at hand; it is a prerequ is ite  fo r pa rtic ipa ting  effective ly in 
the in fo rm ation  society, and  is pa rt o f  the basic human  
right o f  life  long learning.

• In form ation literacy, in con junction  w ith  access to essen
tia l in form ation and effective use o f in form ation and com 
m unication technologies, plays a leading role in reducing  
the inequities w ith in  and am ong countries and  peoples, 
and  in p ro m o tin g  to le rance  and m u tua l understand ing  
through in fo rm ation  use in m u lticu ltu ra l and  m u ltilingua l 
contexts.

• Governm ents s h o u ld  deve lop strong in te rd is c ip lin a ry  
program s to p rom ote  in fo rm ation  lite racy na tionw ide  as 
a necessary step in c losing the d ig ita l d iv ide  through the 
creation o f an in fo rm ation  literate c itizenry, an effective  
c iv i l society and a com petitive  workforce.

• In form ation lite racy is a concern to a ll sectors o f society  
and shou ld  be ta ilo red  by each to its specific  needs and  
context.

• In fo rm a tion  lite racy  sh o u ld  be an in teg ra l p a rt o f  
Education fo r A ll, w h ich  can con tribu te  c r it ic a lly  to the 
achievem ent o f the U n ited  Nations M ille n n iu m  D evelop
m ent Goals, and  respect fo r the U niversal Declara tion o f  
Hum an Rights.

In the above context, we propose fo r the urgent consideration  
o f governments, c iv il society and the in ternational com m unity  
the fo llo w in g  p o lic y  recom m endations:

• The September 2003  Prague C onference Report shou ld  
be stud ied and its recom m endations, strategic plans and  
research in itia tives im p lem ented  exped itious ly  as appro
priate.

• The progress in, and  opportun ities fo r im p lem enta tion  o f  
the above should  be assessed by an International Congress 
on In form ation Literacy, w h ich  co u ld  be organised in the 
first h a lf o f  2005.

• The poss ib ility  o f  inc lusion  o f  in fo rm ation  literacy w ith in  
the U n ited  Nations Literacy Decade (2003-2012) shou ld  
be considered by the in te rna tiona l com m unity.

Volunteer in South Africa!
A n n o u n c in g  th e  2 0 0 4  ' In f o r m  th e  W o r ld '  L ib r a ry  S k ills  E x c h a n g e

H a ve  you c o n s id e re d  sp e n d in g  

part o f  2 0 0 4  h e lp in g  c o m m u 
nities gain a c c e s s  to the infor

mation that they need to build a better 
future? The ITW Library Skills Exchange  
is a four-w eek  hands-on vo lunteer p ro

gram primarily for librarians, library sc i
e n c e  students, and retired professionals . 
The program  provides  structured train

ing a nd  a ss is tan ce  to South African  
librarians and  others with little or no 
formal librarian training, w h ile  offering 
vo lunteers  the opportunity  to use their 

skills and exper ience  the vibrant culture 
o f  rural South African com m unit ies .

The program  is ca l le d  a 'skil ls

e x c h a n g e '  b e c a u s e  A fr ican  and  inter
national librarians bring their expertise  
together to cre a te  u n iq u e  a n sw e rs  to 

the in form ation n eed s  o f rural A frican 
co m m u nit ies .  So m etim es  the solutions 
are  b a se d  on international s tandards, 
other tim es, th ey  are  u n iq u e  a d a p ta 
tions to local conditions, like delivering 

b ooks  by d o n k e y  cart or m aking  paper 
from elephant dung. Each volunteer and 
African librarian contributes to creating 
a l ibrary as  sp e c ia l  as the co m m u n ity  
it serves.

There are  tw o  g roups  g o in g  to d if
ferent locations: L im popo  Province: 1 2  
Ju ly  -  1 2  A ugust, a nd  K w a Z u lu  Natal

(KZN) Province: 1 6 July -  1 7 August.

The W orld Library Partnership (WLP) 

is a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

b u ild ing  g lobal  un derstand ing  by p ro 

m oting  literacy, learn in g  and  a c c e s s  

to information. The W L P  ad v o ca te s  for 

su sta in ab le ,  c o m m u n ity -b a s e d  librar

ies in d e v e lo p in g  areas .  Visit the W L P  

website  at http://www.worldlibraries.org 

for m ore information.

A p p l ic a t io n s  are  w e l c o m e  from 

interested volunteers  aro und  the w orld . 

For m o re  in form ation  a nd  to apply,

see  h ttp :/ /w w w .w orld lib raries .o rg / itw /  

southafrica/saprogram .shtm l. ■
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