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A L T A  e - p r in t s :  
t h e  g r e y  R E A P e r

I m o g e n  a r n e r  A  t a recent Board  of D irectors m eeting
ALIA president Z J k  the d irecto rs  d iscussed  the ongo ing
imogen.garner@alia.org.au /  V n e e d  to publish  in core  areas of p ro ­

fessional p ractice . T h ey  expressed co n ce rn  
at the p e rce ived  d e c lin e  in the p u b lic a tio n  
o f research  b e ing  carried  out by o rg an isa ­
tions and  p ro fess io n a ls  in the  lib ra ry  and  
in fo rm ation  sector (L IS ). It w as  felt that less 
research  w as b e ing  co m m u n ica te d  than in 
the  past, d u e  —  at least in part to the in ­
c reas ing  tim e pressures b e ing  ex p e r ien ced  

by both p ractitioners and  ed u cato rs . A c ­
tion  research  is not b e ing  p u b lished  and  
va lu ab le  inform ation  is b eco m in g  increas­
ing ly  u n a va ila b le  to others in the  pro fes­
sion.

As a first step in address ing  this c o n ­
ce rn , the B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs  d e c id e d  to 
p la ce  the top ic  on the agenda  for the re­
g io n a l N a t io n a l P o lic y  C o n g ress  (N P C )  
m eetings to seek a d v ic e  and  ideas from  
m em bers. Q uestions for d iscussion  sought 
to iden tify  a reas o f p ro fess iona l p ra c t ice  
w h e re  in fo rm a t io n  is la c k in g  an d  a p ­
p roaches to address the gaps.

A lth o u g h  im p o rta n t  a n d  u se fu l r e ­
search  is not b e ing  p ub lished , it does not 
m ean  that o rg an isa tio n s  h ave  ceased  to 
investigate p rob lem s and  w rite  abou t their 
find ings. H o w e ve r , these d o cu m en ts  are 
not n o rm a lly  a va ila b le  to o ther interested 
researchers or organ isa tions. N onethe le ss  
th e re  a re  d e v e lo p m e n ts  m a d e  p o ss ib le  
b y  the  g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f the  
in ternet that c o u ld  he lp  in c o m m u n ic a t ­
ing this research  to the profession .

R ecen t trends in e le c tro n ic  p u b lish ing  
h ave  en ab le d  'g rey  litera tu re ' to be c a p ­
tured, stored and  co m m u n ica te d  in a w a y  
that w as not possib le  in the print e n v iro n ­
m ent.

G re y  literature, w h ic h  cove rs  a range 
of in fo rm ation  resources such as w o rk in g  
papers, reports, pre-prints, co n fe ren ce  p a ­
pers, and  theses that have  not been  c o m ­
m ercia lly-pub lished , has an im portant role 
in keep ing  the profession  in fo rm ed  abou t 
in fo rm al research . It is b e lie ve d  that there 
is a large b o dy  o f u n p u b lish ed  research  
m ateria l of v a lu e  to L IS p ro fess iona ls  that
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is d iff icu lt to iden tify  and  access. O fte n  it 
is o n ly  by a cc id e n t that these h idden  d o c u ­
m ents are  iden tified . H o w  often h ave  you  
been d iscussing a prob lem  w ith  a co lleag u e  
o n ly  to d is c o v e r  that th e y  h ave  h ad  the  
sam e p rob lem , ca rried  out research  on the 
issue, and  in m an y  cases w ritten  up the ir 
investigation  as an in-house report? C ap tu r­
ing this research is a p rio rity  for A L IA . A LIA  
tow ard s20L0slaX.es that A L IA  w ill: 'a c t iv e ly  
en co u rag e  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  p ro fes­
s iona ls  to pu b lish  and  share  the ir e x p e r i­
ences on  pro jects in the ir w o rk p la ce s  that 
a re d es ig n ed  to im p ro ve  p ra c t ic e '.  S tra te ­
gies deve loped  to m ake this happen inc lude  
im p lem en tin g  the Research  Exchan g e  and  
Partnersh ip  Program  (R E A P ). R E A P  en co u r­
ages lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  pro fess iona ls  
to p ub lish  p ro jects  using the A L IA  e-print 
repo s ito ry  that reco rds, a rch ive s  and  d is ­
sem inates research  reports.

E-print repos ito ries  or a rch ive s  are  b e ­
ing d e v e lo p e d  by  m a n y  u n ive rs it ie s  and  
p ro fe ss io n a l b o d ie s  to c o m m u n ic a te  re ­
search  find ings o n lin e  m ak ing  them  read- 
ily-access ib le  to the w id e r  com m u n ity . The 
va lue  of locating  research in repositories for 
researchers  is to in c rea se  the  v is ib il it y  o f 
the ir research  find ings. M a te r ia l in c lu d e d  
in ins titu tiona l repo s ito rie s  is not c o n s id ­
ered  as a p u b lic a tio n  by m an y  pu b lishe rs  
yet p ro v id es  a c o m p le m e n t  to trad it io n a l 
pub lish ing .

The A L IA  e-prints e le c tro n ic  a rch ive  is 
hosted by the U n iv e rs ity  o f M e lb o u rn e  and  
is a free ly- access ib le  e le c tro n ic  a rch ive  of 
research  m ateria l. You w ill  need  to register 
to add m ateria l to the da tabase  but the re  is 
no charg e  for registering. C on trib u to rs  are 
m em b ers  o f A L IA  and  p a rtic ip a n ts  in the 
A L IA  R E A P  p rog ram . A lth o u g h  the a im  is 
to p ro v id e  a perm anen t a rch ive  of research  
output, papers can  be rem oved  if the author 
w ish es  to do  so. So  if yo u  or yo u r o rg a n i­
sa tion  h av e  research  d o cu m e n ts  su ch  as 
w o rk ing  papers, research  reports, drafts or 
final co n fe re n ce  papers, or o ther form s of 
research, register using the registration page 
on A L IA n e t [http://alia.org.au/research/] and 
help  A L IA  to b ring  yo u r w o rk  to the w id e r  
pro fess ional com m u n ity . b
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