
L i b r a r i e s  a n d  in d ig e n o u s  k n o w le d g e
S tate Library of N e w  South W a les  w ill host a Co lloquium , 

Lib raries and  Indigenous Know ledge: A N atio n a l Forum  
fo r Lib raries, A rch ives an d  Inform ation Services, in Syd ­

ney on 9 and 10 D ecem ber 2004. The C o lloquium  is designed 
to bring together professionals, practitioners and academ ics to 
discuss future d irections in relation to Indigenous know ledge 
and library services. Jum bunna Indigenous House of Learning, 
U n ivers ity  of Technology, Sydney is the State Library's partner 
in this undertaking.

Ind igenous know ledge w ill be exp lored in the broadest 
possible sense, with reference to traditional, recorded, artistic, 
oral, creative and written know ledge. D iscussions w ill focus 
on em erging issues and changing trends in relation to Indig­
enous know ledge, and their im plications for the po licies and 
practices of libraries, archives and inform ation services at lo­
cal, state and national levels. Key international and Australian 
speakers w ill stim ulate these discussions.

In her invitation to participants, state librarian and chief 
execu tive  D agm ar Schm idm aier w ro te 'I am seeking not on ly  
your active involvem ent at the C o lloqu ium  but your ongoing 
participation when you return to your organisation w ith  ideas 
and strategies for change. U ltim ate ly  w e  hope that library us­
ers, Indigenous com m unities and the larger international en ­
vironm ent w ill benefit from the conversations w e  share during 
the C o lloqu ium .'

Professor M artin  Nakata, d irector of the Indigenous A c a ­
dem ic Unit, Jum bunna Indigenous House of Learning, U n iver­
sity of Technology, Sydney, notes that 'o ver the last decade, 
the library profession has responded w ith great goodw ill to the 
issues surrounding Indigenous information, Indigenous people 
and their intersection w ith  the information sector. In the same 
period, the Indigenous inform ation landscape has also been 
changing. Indigenous knowledge issues have emerged globally 
and have im plications that the library sector cannot ignore.'

The C o llo q u iu m  program  has been shaped to h ighlight 
the know ledge of Ind igenous professionals, academ ics and 
experts a longside the expertise of their non-lndigenous c o l­

leagues. Sessions and speakers inc lude

• State o f p la y : Indigenous know ledge in  A ustralia an d  the 
n/<9c/r/(speakers: Joe Neparrnga C u m b u la  —  G a liw in 'k u  
Virtual Know ledge Centre, Northern Territory and Professor 
M arc ia  Langton, Un ivers ity  of M elbourne).

• The p o litics  o f Indigenous know ledge (speaker: Associate 
Professor Arun Agraw al, Un ivers ity  of M ich igan ).

• Indigenous know ledge an d  in te llectu a l an d  cu ltu ra l p rop ­
erty rights (sp eaker. D r Jane Anderson, Australian Institute 
of A borig ina l and Torres Strait Is lander Studies and Terri 
Janke, solicitor).

• Indigenous know ledge centres (speakers to be advised).

• Indigenous know ledge an d  arch ives (speakers: Professor 
Lynette Russell, M onash Un iversity; D r Ros Kidd, consu lt­
ant historian; A lana  G arw ood-H oung , Australian Institute 
of A borig ina l and Torres Strait Is lander Studies; Kirsten 
Thorpe, State Records N S W ; and A n d rew  W ils o n , State 
Records SA).

• The future (speaker: Dr Jane Hunter, D istributed Systems 
Technology Centre).

The program w ill inc lude am ple opportunities for partic i­
pants to discuss issues and concerns, as w e ll as explore strate­
gies for further action. Pub lica tion  of papers and discussion 
is p lanned . The program  also inc ludes a w e lco m e  cockta il 
party on the even ing  of 8 Decem ber, and a d inner on 9 D e ­
cember.

Reconciliation  Australia has endorsed the Colloquium , and 
significant support has also com e from the Australian Institute 
of Aborig inal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, the Council of 
Australian State Libraries and the Faculty of H um anities and 
Socia l Sciences, Un ivers ity  of Technology Sydney.

For further information about the Colloquium, see http://www. 
sl.nsw.gov.au/colloquium/, or contact N iki Kallenberger, m an ­
ager education  and training at the State Library of N ew  South 
W a le s  (ph 02 9273 1632, nkallenberger@ sl.nsw .gov.au). ■

Vale — Eoin Wilkinson
5 March 1927-15 April 2004, Macquarie University librarian 1971-1987

I  have know n Eoin since 1939. H is personality w as defined 
by w h a t lay beneath the s ilences —  a deep ly-re flective  
m ind, a staunchly independent judgement, an expression 

w here  necessary of personal op in ion , at once courteous and 
fearless, a great capac ity  for friendship.

M y  sense is that his decision for a career in the library pro­
fession cam e early. H is w ife  Betty remarked that Eoin 'handled 
a book as though it was a great treasure'.

At M a cq u a rie  Un ivers ity , Eoin  and his predecessor, the 
ebu llient Barry Scott, w ere  of very different temperaments, but 
their po licy  com m itm ents as the university's first and second 
librarians w e re  the same. They both stood for an integrated 
library, w ithout dispersal into branch and departmental librar­
ies; they both sought the library's participation in the teaching 
programs of the university; and above all they shared the con ­
viction  that librarians had a tw in  loyalty —  to their collections 
and to their readers.

M acq u arie  offered Eoin opportunities w h ich  he grasped. 
The library was soon to enter on to a new  stage of bu ild ing 
and he threw  him self heart and soul into the p lann ing  and 
preparation. The library, as readers and visitors now  approach

it —  the sp lendid and spacious 
foyer —  is the p roduct o f that 
p lanning.

H e  worked, often against the 
odds, for co-operation  am ong 
libraries and the sharing of bur­
dens in a s itua tion  w h e re  no 
lib ra ry  cou ld  co ve r every th ing  
and do all for itself. H e and his 
co lle ag u es  an tic ip a ted  the in ­
form ation age and w hat is now  
the dom inan t, or at least most 
consp icuous, feature of libraries 
—  inform ation technology.

The sense of com m un ity  that he engendered in office was 
carried into retirement through his continuing connection w ith 
the Library Friends. H e w as a happy man —  happy in his c a ­
reer, and happy in retirement.

This is an extract from  a tribute to Eoin W ilkinson, prepared by 
Emeritus Professor Bruce M ansfield  and  was orig inally published in  
the Septem ber edition o f M acquarie University News

The la te  Eoin W ilk inson  p ic tu re d  

a t M a cqua rie  U niversity in 1975
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