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W h y  I 'm  n o t  
s c a r e d  o f  l i b r a r i a n s
A L IA  2004 —  C halleng ing  ideas

m I sca red  o f lib ra r ia n s ?  N o t any 
more!

I was lucky enough to attend the 
A L IA  2004 B ienn ia l Conference on the G o ld  
Coast. As a new  graduate, there w ere so many 
firsts for me: my first visit to the G o ld  Coast, 
m y first work-subsidised trip (this is a joy all 
of its ow n ), my first tim e m eeting  an IFLA  
president, and the biggest first of all —  my 
first-ever conference. H o w  scary.

W hat's  so scary? As Kate W atson  pointed 
out in her presentation , peop le  w ith  co n fi
d en ce  and ex p e r ie n ce  are in tim id a tin g  to 
those of us that do not yet have either. W h en  
I arrived at the Convention  Centre on Tuesday 
m orning I w as very  nervous. But by the end 
of a day touring Brisbane libraries and meet
ing people from A d e la id e  to Prague, I was so 
distracted by all the libraries and the people 
and the stories that I forgot to be scared.

Cherm side and North Lakes libraries w ere 
inspiring. They represent a fundam ental shift 
in the w ay libraries interact w ith  their co m 
m unity of users, and certa in ly  cha llenge the 
trad itiona l im age of a lib ra ry  —  these are 
bright, vib rant and active  p laces, w h ere  us
ers are just as like ly to be seen p laying Xbox, 
p ractic ing  their Po w erPo in t skills, having  a 
cup of coffee or even reading a book.

The garden library that is the Ipswich cam 
pus of the Un ivers ity  of Q ueensland  was an 
extraordinary space. The light pours through 
the 'm em brane ' roof and hits the leaves and 
stream running through the m idd le of the li
brary, w h ile  students on either side are using 
a w id e  range of techn o lo g ies  to access an 
ever-wider range of inform ation.

It w as the O 'D o n o v a n  co lle c tio n  in the 
Parliam entary Library that m ade me feel most 
at hom e. The tim be r sh e lv in g  and  leather 
bindings w ere  rem iniscent of m y ow n library, 
and the co llection  is beautifully-housed as to 
inspire aw e in even the most devout techno 
junkie. There is a beauty in libraries, and co l
lections like this w ill never let us forget it.

The conference proper began on W edn es
day morning. Suddenly there w ere  sessions to 
attend. Is this w h ere  con feren ce  death sets 
in?' I wondered. N op e  —  nothing scary here. 
The sessions w e re  cha lleng ing  and interest
ing. I found the discussion of the access gates 
installed at U T S  Library, and the confronting 
of our attitudes towards censorship to be par
t icu la r ly  re levant, and it w as good to hear 
som e d iscussion about the m ean ing  of one 
of the most basic lib rary tenets: freedom  of 
access to information.

The N e w  G ra d u a te s  G ro u p  ch a lle n g e  
session on W edn esd ay  afternoon w as a huge 
success. B e rn ad e tte  R osb rook  c o in ed  the

'phrase of the w eek ', and the aud ien ce  w as 
m ore than w ill in g  to g ive o p in ion s on the 
questions and challenges put to them. In a d 
dition, new  graduates w alked  aw ay w ith  a set 
of challenges all of our ow n  —  be a bit m ore 
realistic  and flex ib le  w hen  look ing  for that 
first job , try ap proach ing  a group o f scary- 
looking librarians, and m y favourite part: the 
image of librarians? G et over it a lready!

That them e w as carried  over into other 
sessions. The focus was on the quality  of the 
w ork w e  do. As Kate Burnham  put it, 'ch an g 
ing our nam e w o n 't  increase our pay '. The 
presentation  from H e len  Partridge and G ill 
H a lla m  on the q u a lities  of an in fo rm ation  
professional, fo llo w ed  by Peter M a ca u le y 's  
d iscu ss io n  of the p ro fess io n a l d o cto ra te , 
highlighted the excellent w ork w e  have been 
do ing  and w hat w e  can do to m ake it even 
better.

Even Kay Raseroka w asn 't scary. The IFLA  
president w as the guest speaker at the N e w  
Graduates G roup  d inner held on W edn esd ay  
night at Jupiters. Kay spoke to us of w hat be
ing the first Southern H em isphere  president 
an international federation means, and of the 
challenges that she faced as a w om an  d eve l
oping the profession in A frica. I took the op 
portunity to put faces to the nam es I see all 
the time on the N ew  Graduates e-list —  it was 
great to meet you guys!

D is tu rb in g ly , even  the  B e n g a l tigers 
w eren 't scary, and they probably should have 
been! The con ference d inner at D ream w orld  
w as great fun, and I must salute those brave 
souls that took their drinks w ith  them  on the 
Raptor ride —  and did not spill a drop.

I apologise that I can not report on all of 
the sessions, but that w o u ld  be unrea lis tic . 
This was my conference experience, and from 
a newbie's point of view , I felt w e lco m ed  and 
valued —  there was a new  graduate presence 
everyw h e re  I looked —  w hen  a n ew  gradu
ate w asn 't speaking, they w ere  being quoted. 
M u ch  literature has been w ritten  c la im in g  
that the profession has to start va lu ing  its new  
generation, and I could see it happening there 
in the G o ld  Coast.

Congratulations to the organisers for a fan
tastic week. H opefu lly  I w ill be there again in 
2006, if on ly  to see how  Kerry Sm ith can top 
her Friday afternoon p erfo rm an ce ... m ean 
w h ile  I hope to see m any of you in A de la ide  
in D ecem ber for w hat is shaping up to be a 
fantastic N e w  Librarians Sym posium ! ■
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