
D i r e c t l i n e Access to information 
more costly under Free Trade
T he a n n o u n cem en t  of the finalisation of 

the Free Trade Agreem ent b etw een  A us
tralia and the U S on 8 February  2 0 0 4  

has been a cco m p a n ie d  by the exp e cte d  w id e  
m edia  co verage  and com m entary. In The Age 
article on 1 1  February by Fergus Shiel Colette 
O rm o n d e ,  ALIA's Copyright  and  Intellectual 
Property  adviser, and  Dr M a tth e w  R im m er 
from our Copyright and Intellectual Property 
A d v iso ry  G ro u p  g ive  a g o o d  representation 

o f  the im pact  on library a nd  in form ation  
Jennerer N icho lson  serv ices  and their users o f the copyr ight  and

ALIA executive director in te llectual property  con ten t  in the agree-

jennefer.nicholson@alia.org.au m en t- This has lead to a num ber o f o ther me-

I n v i t a t i o n  t o  h o s t

t h e  A L I A  2 0 0 6  b i e n n i a l  c o n f e r e n c e

The Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) calls for 
expressions of interest from its members in hosting the ALIA 2006 
Biennial conference.

The aims of ALIA conferences are to:
• provide continuing professional development (CPD) opportunities;
• promote excellence in practice;
• extend the knowledge of registrants;
• provide networking opportunities, especially for isolated and rural 

libraries;
• promote research in the sector;
• adopt innovative use of technologies to encourage wide delegate 

participation in the program;
• promote the sector to the wider community;
• strengthen partnerships with related organisations;
• build relationships with sector trade suppliers through their partici

pation, including sponsorship, product reviews and exhibitions;
• generate a surplus for the Association.

Interested members or groups are encouraged to seek advice from 
the executive director and previous conference committees to assist in 
preparing their submission. Please contact Catherine Carter at ALIA 
National Office (02 6215 8235 or catherine.carter@alia.org.au) for a 
copy of the tender specifications. Sarah can also provide information 
about previous ALIA conferences and conference guidelines.

Committee members can be drawn from more than one locality 
or region. The event may be held at a venue in a locality other than 
that of the committee. For example the ALIA 2004 biennial committee 
comprises members from the South-east Queensland region. City and 
regional tourism bureaus usually provide assistance in the preparation 
of bids for conferences in their locality.

In submitting an expression of interest please address the points in 
the tender specifications and provide as much information as possible. 
Send the submission to the executive director, ALIA National Office for 
the Board of Directors' consideration. Expressions o f  in te re s t  s h o u ld  b e  
s ig n e d  b y  th e  a u th o r is e d  re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  te n d e r in g  c o m m itte e .

The Board of Directors will review the expressions of interest re
ceived and the executive director will advise the tendering committee 
of the Board's decision. The Board will generally require firmer details 
on a professional conference organiser and budget to be provided by 
a later date.

dia contacts. At the time o f  writing not all the 

detail is a va i lab le ,  but w h a t  is, is d ish e a rten 

ing for users o f copyr ight  information. It a lso  

m a y  e x p la in  the d e la y  in the re le a se  o f  the 

rev iew  o f  the Digital Agenda Act. I c o m m e n d  

Colette 's  artic le  in this issue (page 6) to you  

for an initial co m m e n t  on the a greem en t  a nd  

her a rt ic le  in the D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 3  is sue  for 

further detail  on the agreem ent.

The p ro ce ss  for the a greem en t  still has  a 

w a y  to g o  before  it is in p lace .  There is l ikely  

to be e x ten s ive  parl iam entary  d eb ate  and  re

v ie w  of the ag re em e n t  o ver  c o m in g  m onths, 

through  the Treaties Jo int C o m m itte e  a n d  

p ro b a b ly  a Sen ate  Inquiry. The latter in par

ticular will op en  the agreem ent up for pub lic  

input. O u r  lo b b y in g  w ill  c o n t in u e  in w h a t  

has the potentia l  for an interesting e le c t io n  

year, h t tp :/ /a l ia .o rg .au /ad vo cacy/  p ro v id e s  

b a c k g r o u n d ,  links, and  A LIA  su b m is s io n s  

and articles.

A L I A  elect ions

There  is a g o o d  co m p e t i t iv e  field for v i c e -  

p res id en t  (president-e lect)  and  the three  

d irector  p os it ions  this year. C urrent  B o ard  

m e m b e r s  h a ve  c o m m e n te d  that th ey  are  

e n c o u r a g e d  by this a nd  h o p e  it reflects  a 

g ro w in g  interest by m em bers  in participating 

in the A sso c ia t io n  at this level a nd  e x p e r i 

e n c in g  the pro fess io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  that 

taking on the responsibilities o f  a director or 

v ice -p re s id e n t  (president-elect) offers. Inter

estingly, several o f  the ca n d id a te s  h ave  had 

their interest sparked through National Policy 

C o n gress  representation or w ork in g  with the 

Board  on o n e  o f  its a d v iso ry  co m m ittee s  or 

as  a represen tat ive  on a co m m ittee .  T h ese  

roles have  b een  e x p a n d e d  in our n e w  struc

ture and  it is ev id en t  that the A sso c ia t io n  is 

benefit ing from the participation o f  m em bers  

in these w ays .

So vote  early  and if you  are lucky enough 

to be any  co m b in at io n  of personal m em ber, 

institutional representative or National Policy 

C o n gress  d e legate ,  you  will get to vote  often 

—  at least tw ice .

Please  con tact  m e  if you  did not receive  

yo u r  b a l lo t  p ap ers  with  this issue. W h e re  

there  is m o re  than o n e  m e m b e r  res id ing  at 

the sa m e  (inCite) address ,  addit ional ballot  

papers  will be  fo rw arded .

E n o u g h  R o p e

I hear  that A n d r e w  D en ton 's  A B C  TV  s h o w  

'Enough R o p e '  is p lann ing  to interview  three 

librarians in the jobs  segm ent in the new' se 

ries. Ratings will  no doubt be up as w e  watch 

to s e e  w h e n  it g o e s  to air and  w h o  gets the 

g'g- ■
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