
A C T
25-28/5 Project Management 
for Government is aimed at the 
whole-of-government and will 
provide insightful case studies. ALIA 
members receive a 10% discount. To 
see the full course agenda contact: 
Suzie Stollznow, ph 1300 550 662, 
sstollznow@arkgroupasia.com

• 27/5 National Library Techni
cians day — ACT celebrations.
A C T  Library Techs will be celebrating 

with breakfast at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
7:30am. Costs: Full $24, Continental 
$18, Express $10. R5VP to: Beth 
Clary, ph 02 6162 6225, beth.clary@ 
radford.act.edu.au or Lynn Bale, 
ph 6291 6687, richardjynnbale@ 
bigpond.com

N S W
1-2/4 Knowledge and Value 
Network Strategies. Internation
ally acclaimed KM expert, Verna 
Allee, will host a highly interactive 
and results-focused master class on 
how to exploit both knowledge and 
value networks to sustain a com
petitive advantage. ALIA members 
receive a 10% discount. Contact: 
Suzie Stollznow, ph 1300 550 662, 
sstollznow@arkgroupasia.com

• 23/4 ALIA New Graduates 
Group. Career developm ent: 

navigating fo r success. Participants 
can identify the latest issues and 
trends relating to employment; 
ask new graduates, recruiters and 
senior librarians questions about 
employment issues; complete a 
self reflection exercise and create a 
personal development plan. Contact: 
Tony Brooks, ph 02 9886 7517, 
tonyb8228@yahoo.co.uk

• 1-2/5 River of Opportunities 
III. Join the NSW  and Victorian ALIA 

Library Technicians for this exciting 

weekend workshop. Wagga Wagga. 
$115 ALIA members, $155 non
members, day registration $66 [GST 
incl], Wagga Wagga Country Com
fort, Morgan Street. Contact Libby 
Brackenridge, ph 03 9244 3894, 
eab@deakin.edu.au, http://alia.org. 
au/events/river.of.opportunities.htmi

4-6/5 KM Intranet Site visits, 
2004. Visit the offices o f  Blake 

Dawson Waldron, NSW Police, Aris
tocrat Leisure Limited, Holroyd City 
Council. ALIA members receive an 
10% discount, quote SS-AL. Contact: 
Suzie Stollznow, ph 1300 550 662, 
sstollznow@arkgroupasia.com

• 21/5 ALIA New Graduates 
Group. Career developm ent: 

interview  skills. Participants can 
define the elements of effective job 
interviewing and role play answering

contin ued  next p ag e ...
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Selected reprints from newspapers and magazine in recent months
S ta te  L ib ra ry  celebrates its 150 th  b irth d ay  
w ith  an oth er book to  read
Sunday Age, 22 February by B rid ie  Smith

The State Lib rary of V ic to ria  is ce leb rating  
it's 150th b irthday by pub lish ing  a book. 
Treasures o f the State Library o f V ictoria was 
launched  in February. The lib rary chose to 
com m em orate the occasion w ith  a book as it 
is a portable and accessib le  w ay  to share the 
library's co llection . The book contains more 
than 200 examples from the collection, m any 
rarely seen by the public.

M ore than a d igital d ivide
Australian Bookseller and Publisher, 
February

This a rtic le  looks at how  rural and regional 
libraries are provid ing a d ynam ic  service to 
their com m un ities. It rem inds readers that 
w h ile  inform ation techno logy  is an inextri
cab le  part of library service delivery, libraries 
are about m uch m ore than the techno logy  
they use and provide, and that techno logy  
alone w ill not solve all the inform ation prob
lems of rural and regional Australia.

G uitars, drum s d istu rb  the sound  
ol silence at the lib ra ry
D aily  Advertiser (W agga W agga),
25 February, by Paul Enever

A  re v iew  of the under-18s con cert held at 
the W agga  C ity Library. The concert, featur
ing local bands Un-nam ed, M oth  and Jerbal, 
was the third in the Libraries A re Loud series, 
w h ich  is aim ed at giving teenagers a safe and 
fun activ ity  on Friday nights.

No retu rn : the $ 1 0 0  m cost o f  m issing hooks 
D aily  Telegraph, 26 February, 
by S im one Richards

It is estimated that non-returned library books 
are costing N S W  councils up to $100 m illion 
a year. O n e  debt recovery agency estimates 
the annual national cost of non-returned li
brary items to be $250 m illion.

Books a $ 1 .7  m tussle
Australian Financial Review , 27 February,
by Terry Ingram

State and p u b lic  libraries, and m useum s 
spent $1 ,7m at a recent auction  of historic 
Australian  books and m anuscripts. The N a 
tional M useum  of Australia, State Library of 
V ictoria , and the State Library of N e w  South 
W a le s  all m ade m ajor purchases.

F o r bib liophiles, a tim ely  rem in d er  
but firs t check y o u r  hands
Age, 27 February, by Chee C hee  Leung

W h e n  the M e lbourne  Pub lic  Library opened 
150 years ago, there was on ly  one m em ber 
of staff —  a porter w ho  checked  for dirt un 
der visitors fingernails —  and a collection  of 
3846 vo lum es. The State Lib rary of V icto ria  
now  em ploys 324 full-time staff and contains 
alm ost tw o  m illion  publications.

Rugby s ta lw a rt gets behind reading  day
Cowra Guardian, 27 February

Ross C h ive rs  has been invited  to read to 
thousands of p icn ick ing  prim ary ch ild ren  at 
Cowra 's first whole-tow n reading day -  'The 
great big enorm ous turn-up read ing p icn ic ' 
—  to be held on 2 April.

V irtual l ib ra ry  opens doors
M id-W est Times (Gera ld ton), 3 M arch

The C ity  of G era ld ton  has launched  its V ir
tual Library services. The on line library means 
that anyone w ith  internet access and a library 
m em bership can open a huge on line  library 
of inform ation any tim e of the day or night. 
The virtual library was created w hen  the C ity 
subscribed to three m ajor on line  databases.

S ta te  lib ra ry  p rom otes literacy, 
c re a tiv ity  on line
Sunshine Coast W eek ly  (M aroochydore),
3 M arch

The State Library of Q ueensland has launched 
its latest o n line  resource: D ive  into a book. 
The D ive  into a book read ing program  has 
been d eve lop ed  to p rom ote ch ild ren 's  lit
eracy through fun and challeng ing  activities 
and to encourage parents and carers to share 
activities w ith  children. The D ive  into a book 
w ebsite  is supported  through Q u een s lan d  
pub lic  libraries, and provides read ing p icks 
for ages 3 to 16, an opportunity for con tribu 
tors to publish their ow n  writing and artwork, 
and includes a variety of w ord  puzzled, m az
es and games. D ive  into a book is funded by 
O P A L  (O n lin e  Pub lic  Access in Libraries), a 
Q ueensland  State G overnm ent in itiative . 

R eflecting the A u stra lian  cu lture  
Canberra Times, 3 M arch

The N ational Library of Australia is the larg
est library and one of the most im portant re
search centres in the country. It is not on ly  a 
p lace for researchers, its reason for being is to 
share the Australian jou rney w ith  every-one. 
Through the internet, exhib itions and pub li
cations, services provided by expert staff and 
n ew  techno log ies , the N ationa l L ib rary of 
Australian ensures its treasures are ava ilab le  
to all Australians.

Q uestionn aire  show s lib ra ry  is w ell used
Southern R iverina News (F in ley), 3 M arch

The JeriIderie Sh ire council recently surveyed 
residents to prompt com m unity input into the 
local library service. O f the 1000 surveys dis
tributed, 113 w e re  returned. Unsurprisingly, 
book loans w ere  the most used service, w ith 
reference books and videos or D V D s com ing 
second. Sixty-two per cent of residents w ere 
in favour of relocating the library to a more 
central position.

C om m unity lib ra ry  online 24 hours
Hilston Ivanhoe Spectator, 3 M arch  

M em bers of the W estern Riverina Com m unity 
Library w ith  internet access can  search the
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Making news continued...

library's cata logue on line , thanks to a major 
softw are insta lla tion  at the G riffith  C ity  L i
brary. Library users can search the catalogue, 
check their loan status, and now  also search, 
v iew  and print 1400 dig itally scanned local 
historical photographs.

S haring  stories at lib ra ry
Kim berley Echo, 4 M arch

The Kununurra  C o m m un ity  L ib rary  has 
launched  the 'Sharin g  our stories' program 
w h ich  is aim ed at com m un ity  harm ony and 
reducing  racism . The program , funded  by 
the D epartm ent o f Im m igration  and M u lt i
cu ltural and Ind igenous Affairs, L iv ing  in 
H arm ony Initiative, aim s to create a positive 
forum  for ind igenous storyte llers to share 
their contem porary stories.

The drum s beat
North Coast Advocate  (Ba llina ), 4 M arch  

B a llin a  Library 's first 'Lou d  in the Lib rary ' 
event w as a d rum m ing  w orkshop . Ch in ta  
Reis, from Rhythm  Konnections, passed on 
som e d rum m ing  tips, as w e ll as som e of 
the history o f drum m ing. The 'Loud  in the 
L ib rary ' program  is run by B a ll in a  Youth 
Service in partnership w ith  Richmond-Tweed 
Regional Library Service .

A  day to  be concerned  about: 
subliterate  A u stra lians, o ld  and y ou n g
Canberra Times, 5 M arch , 
by Christopher Bantick

O n  W o r ld  Book  Day, C h ris topher Bantick  
exam ines the federal O p p os ition 's  Book- 
start po licy. U n d e r the po licy, e ve ry  baby 
w ou ld  be g iven books to assist its ea rly  lit
eracy. It promises $80 m illion over four years 
—  500 000 books a year to babies. W h ile  
Bantick  app lauds the A LP 's  com m itm ent to 
encourag ing  ch ild ren  to read, he says that 
m ore w o rry in g  is the fact that forty-eight 
per cent on Australian adults w e re  struggling 
to be fun ctio na lly  literate. H e  suggests that 
addressing adult literacy, together w ith  ch il
dren's literacy, is the key.

Technology th reaten s old  school ties
Australian Financia l Review , 8 M arch , 
by Bill Pheasant

This is an in-depth look into som e of the 
issues faced by the scho larly  pub lish ing  in
dustry, and the users of that inform ation. The 
Pub lic  Library of S c ience  (PLoS) has jointed

B io M e d  Central to address the grow ing un
ease about the contro l of research data. A  
British parliam entary science and technology 
com m ittee w as told, by Elsevier and Black- 
w e ll Publishing, that heading dow n the open 
access path w o u ld  dam age acad em ic  re
search, end the peer review  system and mean 
m ore costs for universities to subsidise their 
researchers. Vast sums are paid by university 
and pub lic  libraries for access to e lectron ic  
co llec tions . M a n y  universities are trying to 
stem this spending by encouraging facu lty to 
w ithho ld  articles from certain publishers, and 
operating free internet publication  services. 

L ib rarian sh ip  o ffe rs  range o f  challenges  
M orning Bu lletin  (Rockham pton), 8 M arch

A  pro file  of loca l specia l services co-ordi- 
nator at Rockham pton  M u n ic ip a l Library, 
Anne-M aree Dyer. Anne-m aree said that she 
d eve lop ed  a love  for the local lib rary at a 
young age and w anted  to becom e involved 
w ith this dynam ic and essential service w h ich  
has a huge im pact on people's lives.

Book y o u r  place now  fo r a job in a 
V ictorian  public lib ra ry
Age, 13 M arch , by Trevor Robbins

V icto rian  p u b lic  libraries held a 'Your 
future@ your library' cam paign during M arch. 
The aim  of the cam paign was to rem ind the 
p u b lic  that lib raries are m odern, d ynam ic  
com m un ity  centres for learning, inform ation 
and entertainm ent. They also offer potential 
careers for a range of skills. Possible careers 
in V icto ria 's 270 local libraries inc lude spe
cialists in w eb  design and desktop publish 
ing, marketeers, IT support and inform ation 
experts and multi-cultural librarians.

The cyb er lib ra ry
Courier M ail, 13 M arch , by Belinda W e ave r 

A  re v iew  of Ba rte lb y  (http ://w w w .barte lby. 
com ), an o n lin e  reference se rv ice  w h ich  
inc ludes all kinds of reference tools. Tools 
in c lu d e  encyc lo ped ias , thesauruses, books 
of quotations, a gazetteer for geograph ica l 
inform ation, the W orld  Factbook and Cray's 
Anatom y. M ost of Bartleby's offerings can be 
searched or browsed and navigation around 
the site is easy. ■

The Australian Company with the International Reputation

Are you looking to upgrade your library system? 
Why don’t you call Libero?

LIBERO is designed for all types of Libraries -  Public, Corporate, 
Special and Academic.

INSIGHT Informatics 
sales@libero.com.au

L I B E R O
Library Management System

Ph: 07 3356 3631 
www.libero.com.au

. . .  from previous page

interview questions. Workshop is con
ducted over 2-2.5 hours, concluding 
with a wine and cheese function spon
sored by the UNSW Staff Development 
Centre. Contact: Tony Brooks, ph 02 
9886 7517, tonyb8228@yahoo.co.uk

• 23/7 ALIA New Graduates 
Group. Tour o f  Jam es Bennett 

Library Suppliers. It will cover all 
facets of their service. Contact: 
Tony Brooks, ph 02 9886 7517, 
tonyb8228@yahoo.co.uk

Q L D
• 15/4 Access services with
attitude: transforming technical

services in libraries seminar, 1:30pm- 
4:30pm, Queensland College of Art, 
South Brisbane. Four speakers. Cost: 
$25 ALIA members, $33 non-mem
bers, $10 full-time LIS students. Con
tact: Paul Jensen, ph 07 3875 6418, 
p.jensen@griffith.edu.au

• 27/4 ALIA Quorum. General meet

ing. Meet at Toscanis, Little Stanley 
Street South Bank, 5:00pm for 5:30pm. 
To RSVP and request an agenda con

tact: toy Goldsmith, ph 07 3846 1813, 
joy_goldsmith@hotmail.com

• 6/5 Qld OPAL. General m eet

ing. Sinclair Knight Merz, 369 Ann 
Street, City, 12:00pm-2:00pm. 
Hosted by Melissa Porritt. Contact: 
Melissa Porritt, ph 07 3244 7100, 
mporritt@skm.com.au

• 24/5 ALIA Quorum Trivia night: 

celebrate the start o f  Library and  

Information Week with a trivia night 
and the presentation of the Library 
Achiever of the Year Award. Venue 
and details tba. Watch the ALIAQLD 
e-list for more information. Contact: 
oy Goldsmith, ph 07 3846 1813, 
joy_goldsmith@hotmail.com

• 25/5 ALIA QLD Library Techni
cians. Annual dinner and presenta

tion o f  the QLD Library Technician o f  

the Year (Recent Graduate) Award. 

Skyline Restaurant, Southbank C0- 
TAH, corner Merivale and Tribune 
Streets, South Brisbane, 6:00pm. $33 
ALIA members, $40 non-members 
[GST incl]. Send cheque/money order 

to : Helen Trochoulias, P0 Box 289, 
Morningside, 4170, ph 07 3875 6248, 
h.trochoulias® griffith.edu.au

29/5 O'Donovan Library Open
Day Queensland Parliament website 

—  history o f  buildings Queensland  

Parliamentary Library. A unique once- 
a-year opportunity to visit the heritage 
19th century O'Donovan Library. 
Parliament House, George Street, 
Brisbane, 10:00am-4:00pm, entrance 
free. Contact Judith Barker, ph 07 3406 
7290, judith.barker@parliament.qld. 
gov.au, http://www.parliament.qld. 
gov.au/Parlib/History/

contin ued  next p ag e ...
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