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Feedback to y o u r  
Board of Directors
Do you have an idea, compliment 
or concern about your Association? 
Contact any director and ideas 
will be reviewed at each Board 
meeting.

E-mail to feedback@alia.org.au 
will be automatically forwarded to 
all Board members.

Christine Mackenzie [president] 
ph 03 9401 0710, 
fx 03 9408 8231,
christine.mackenzie@alia.org.au

Imogen Garner [vice-president] 
ph 08 9266 7205, 
fx 08 9266 3213,
imogen.garner@alia.org.au

Deanne Barrett, ph 08 9268 7138, 
fx 08 9221 3261,
deanne.barrett@alia.org.au 

Angela Bridgland, 
ph 03 8344 7257, 
fx 03 8344 0042,
angela.bridgland@alia.org.au

Kevin Dudeney, ph 02 9804 5448, 
fx 02 9804 5460,
kevin.dudeney@alia.org.au

Vicki McDonald, ph 07 3842 9405, 
fx 07 3840 7860,
vicki.mcdonald@alia.org.au 

Ann Ritchie, ph 08 8999 7364, 
fx 08 8999 6927, 
ann.ritchie@alia.org.au

Regrets, IVe had a few,
but then again,
too few to mention...
I t is a sa d  fa c t  o f  th e  h u m a n  c o n d i t io n  

that it is o n l y  w h e n  w e  get  to the  e n d  
o f  so m e th in g  w e  rea l ise  w h a t  w e  c o u ld  

o f / s h o u ld  h a v e  d o n e ,  a n d  that it h a s  all 
g o n e  so  fast. T h at  is h o w  I fe e l  a n y w a y ,  
w r i t in g  this  last F ro n t l in e  as  p r e s id e n t  o f  
o u r  a s so c ia t io n .

It has  b e e n  a g o o d  year, a n d  a w o n d e r ­
ful e x p e r ie n c e  to m eet  s o m e  o f  y o u ,  a n d  b e  
p re se n t  at c o n fe r e n c e s  a n d  o th er  act iv it ie s  
that I w o u l d  not  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  h a d  th e  
o p p o r tu n i t y  to a t te n d .  T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  
s o m e  terrific c o n fe r e n c e s  th ro u g h o u t  2 0 0 3  
a n d  2 0 0 4 ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  T e c h n i c ia n 's  

c o n f e r e n c e  in B r i s b a n e  a n d  th e  S p e c i a l ,  
H ealth  a n d  L a w  Librarians '  c o n fe r e n c e  in 
A d e la id e .  O th e r  h igh lights  h a v e  b e e n  the 
in te r le n d in g  s y m p o s iu m  at th e  N a t io n a l  
L ibrary o f  A u stra l ia  a n d  the v e r y  s u c c e s s ­
ful c o - o p e r a t iv e  p u r c h a s in g  s e m in a r  h e ld  
a s  a satell ite  o f V A L A  in F eb ru ary  in M e l ­

b o u r n e .  A n o th e r  h ig h ligh t  w a s  a t te n d in g  
IFLA in B er l in ,  a n d  re a l i s in g  th e  u n iv e r ­
sal ity  o f  o u r  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  o u r  v a lu e s  as  
l ibrarians.

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  f e l l o w s h i p s  a n d  
a w a r d s  —  w e  h a v e  r e c o g n i s e d  th e  s ig ­
n if icant  co n tr ib u t io n s  o f  D a v id  Jo n e s  a n d  
M o y r a  M c A l l i s te r  (see  p i  9) w ith  f e l l o w ­
sh ip s ,  th e  R e d m o n d  B a rry  w a s  a w a r d e d  
to Jim S o o r le y  a n d  the E x c e l le n c e  A w a r d  
to J a n i n e  S c h m id t  a n d  the  U n iv e rs i t y  o f  
Q u e e n s l a n d .  It w a s  a sa d  y e a r  too ,  lo s ­
ing e m in e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  p r o fe s s io n  
—  W arren  H orton , A l le n  H orton  a n d  Ena 
N o e l .

T h e  N a t io n a l  P o l ic y  C o n g r e s s  w a s  
g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  the b es t  ye t  —  an  
in d ic a t io n  I th in k  o f  the  m a tu r in g  o f  the  
structure o f  A LIA  a nd  therefore  the greater  

c o n f i d e n c e  that m e m b e r s  feel in w o r k in g  
w ith in  it to g e t  th e  b es t  o u t c o m e s .  T h e  
ce le b ra t io n  o f  the  m a n y  va r ie d  a n d  inter­
est ing  p ro g ra m s  a n d  e ve n ts  that the differ­
ent  g ro u p s  h a v e  u n d e rta k e n  set the  s c e n e  
for a posit ive  a n d  pro d u ct ive  co n g re ss  that 
lo o k e d  o p t im is t ic a l ly  to the future.

It is p le a s in g  that the A s s o c ia t io n  is in 
su ch  g o o d  s h a p e  f in an c ia l ly ,  a n d  that is a 
tribute to past B o a rd  a nd  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  
m e m b e r s  as  w e l l  as  the staff  at A LIA  N a ­
t ional O ff ice .  I h a v e  just b e e n  re a d in g  the 

s p e c ia l  festschri ft  is su e  o f  the A ustra lian  
Lib rary  Jou rna l d e v o te d  to M a rg a re t  Trask,

a n d  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  s ig n if ica n t  c o n t r ib u ­

tions that M a rg a re t  m a d e  to the p ro fe ss io n  

w a s  as p re s id en t  o f  the  then L ibrary A s s o ­

c ia t io n  o f  A u stra l ia .  Jo h n  Levett  d e s c r ib e s  

h o w  'In 1 9 7 7  sh e  h e ld  the  o f f ic e  o f  p re s i ­

dent  a nd  in c o n ju n c t io n  with  A llan  Horton, 

then the g e n e ra l  treasu rer  sh e  r e s c u e d  the  

A s s o c ia t io n  fro m  a p a r l o u s  f in a n c ia l  s i tu ­

a t io n . S h e  l iv e d  o n e  o f  h er  t o u c h s t o n e s :  

w h e n  b e in g  p re sse d  on  an  is sue  sh e  w o u l d  

c h a l l e n g e  its a d v o c a t e  b y  a s k in g  " W e l l :  

w h a t  d iffe re n ce  w il l  it m a k e ? "  T h e  d i f fe r ­

e n c e  h e re  w a s  b e t w e e n  h a v in g  a v i a b l e  

p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t i o n  or  a b a n k r u p t  

o n e . '  (A ustra lian  L ib ra ry  Jou rn a l, F e b ru a ry  

2 0 0 4  p i  3 —1 4) I th ink  that th e s e  d a y s  w e  

take  for g ranted  that the  A s s o c ia t io n  is w e l l  

run a nd  w e l l  re so u rce d ,  but it takes  care fu l  

a n d  r e s p o n s i b le  a c t io n  b y  th e  B o a rd  a n d  

the e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r  to e n s u r e  that A L IA  

d o e s  re m a in  f in a n c ia l ly  v ia b le .

'W h a t  d i f fe r e n c e  w il l  it m a k e '  in d e e d  

—  the th e m e  o f  ALIA 's p la n  for 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4  
is A L IA : m akin g  the d iffe re n ce . It is v e r y  

sa t is fy in g  to s e e  th e  c u l m in a t i o n  o f  that 

p lan, e s p e c ia l l y  as  w h e n  it w a s  p re s e n te d  

to de legates  at the N ationa l  Policy  C o n g re ss  

in 2 0 0 2 ,  they w o n d e r e d  if it w a s  all a c h i e v ­

a b le .  It w a s  a m b it io u s ,  a n d  it is a tr ibute  to 
the ALIA N ational O ff ic e  staff and  the Board  

that there  has b e e n  s u ch  p ro g re ss  m a d e  on 

a w id e  ra n g e  o f  o b je c t i v e s  a n d  s trateg ies .
I w o u ld  r e c o m m e n d  that y o u  read  the  re ­

v i e w  o f  the y e a r  in the A n n u a l report (see  

the April  e d it ion  or v is it  h ttp ://a l ia .org .au / 

publish ing/annual.reports/) ,  fo r often m e m ­

bers  a re  not a w a r e  o f  the  w i d e  ra n g e  o f  a c ­

tivit ies that a re  u n d e rta k e n  on  o u r  b eh a lf .

I w o u l d  l ike  to th a n k  m y  p r e d e c e s s o r  

J o y c e  Kirk, p re s id e n t  to M a y  2 0 0 3 ,  w h o  

p ro v id e d  w i s e  c o u n s e l ,  a n d  to m y  f e l l o w  

b o a rd  m e m b e r s  for their  c o m m it m e n t  a n d  

d e d ic a t io n  in their  s e r v ic e  to A LIA . S p e c ia l  

th a n k s  to D e a n n e  B arrett  a n d  V ick i  M c ­

D o n a ld  w h o  step d o w n  from  the B o a rd  at 

the M a y  A C M ,  their  con tr ib u t io n  has m a d e  

a d i f fe r e n c e .  T h a n k s  a l s o  to the  A L IA  N a ­

t ional O f f ic e  staff  w h o  a re  a l w a y s  h e lp fu l  
a n d  o b l ig in g ,  a n d  to J e n n e f e r  N i c h o l s o n ,  

w h o  s teers  th e  A s s o c ia t i o n  c o m p e t e n t l y  

a n d  ably . It has  b e e n  an  h o n o u r  for m e  to 

h a v e  h ad  this opportu n ity ,  a n d  I o ffer  Im o ­

g en  G arner ,  the in c o m in g  p res id en t ,  e v e r y  

g o o d  w ish .  h
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