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There  w as  an a ir  about Joe H a lle in  

th a t p e o p le  in s t in c t iv e ly  l ik e d . 

Som eth ing  of a rough d iam o n d , he 

w as  both an in sp ire d  u n ive rs ity  te ach e r 

and  a great lo ve r of nature . Perhaps c u ­

r io u s ly  fo r su ch  a k n o ck ab o u t m an , h is 

f ie ld  w a s  s c h o o l lib ra r ia n s h ip  and  h is 

p a ss io n  w a s  p ro m o tin g  lib ra r ie s  in d e ­

ve lo p in g  co u n tr ie s . H e  ap p lied  th is sam e 

e n th u s ia sm  to h is lo ve  o f the o u td o o rs , 

w h ere  he co u ld  e ffo rtless ly  find  the m ost 

beau tifu l w ild e rn e ss  areas for h is h ik in g  

and cam p in g  e xp lo its .

In 1 9 7 7  Joe left an a c a d e m ic  ca re e r 

in h is n ative  U S A  after being recru ited  as 

a le c tu re r by Syd ney 's Kuring-gai C o lle g e  

of A d van ce d  Ed u ca tio n . There  he w o rked  

w ith  lead ing  A u stra lian  lib ra r ia n , the late 

M argaret Trask to b u ild  a cen tre  of e x c e l­

len ce  in L ib ra ry  and In fo rm ation  Stud ies, 

a lo ng  w ith  e m in e n t a c a d e m ic s  D ag m ar 

S c h m id m a ie r , n o w  N S W  sta te  lib r a r ­

ian , the retired  dean of the U n iv e rs ity  of 

Techno logy Syd ney M airead  B ro w n e , and 

Ja n in e  S ch m id t, n o w  M c G il l  U n iv e rs ity  

d ire c to r of lib ra rie s .

jo e  w a s  bo rn  in N e e d h a m , an o ld  

p a rk la n d  su b u rb  o f B o sto n , M a s s a c h u ­

setts, w h e re , fa r from  ab so rb in g  upper- 

c ru s t a f fe c ta t io n s , he an d  h is  b ro th e r 

Ned w e re  free  to e xp lo re  the N e w  Eng­

land  co u n try s id e  o f Th o reau  and  Lo u isa  

M ay A lco tt . A s a lad , he hunted  w ith  h is 

g o ld en  re trieve r, f ish ed  from  a ro w b o a t 

and pored o ve r h isto ry books and  e n c y c ­

lo paed ias . H is  Ita lian  m other and Irish  fa­

ther, both bankers , co rre c tly  p red icted  an 

a ca d e m ic  ca ree r for their unco n ven tio n a l 

son because  o f his ab ility  to hold  forth on 

an y  su b ject.

Joe  p u rsu e d  h is  in te re st in h is to ry  

by c o m p le t in g  a B A  in A m e r ic a n  S tu d ­

ies at the  U n iv e rs ity  o f W y o m in g  and  a 

M Sc in L ib ra r ian sh ip  at the U n iv e rs ity  of 

W este rn  M ic h ig a n . A s a student he w as 

ab le  to in d u lg e  h is passio n  fo r the  o u t­

doors, in c lu d in g  c lim b in g  the m ou nta in s 

o f M e x ic o , W y o m in g , M a in e  and  N e w  

H am p sh ire .

H is  e a r ly  ca re e r w as spent in C a n a ­

da's is la n d  p ro v in c e  of N e w fo u n d la n d , 

f irs t  as S u p e rv is o r  o f L ib ra r ie s  fo r the  

C a th o lic  Sch o o l B o ard , then as H ead  o f 

the C u rr ic u lu m  M ate ria ls  C e n tre  at M e ­

m oria l U n ive rs ity . N e w fo u n d lan d , so m e­

th ing  o f a b le ak  and  b a ckw a rd  ou tpost,

o ffe re d  Joe 

p le n t y  o f  

sco p e  for l i­

b ra ry  m o d ­

e r n i s a t io n  

a n d  p le n ty  

o f  o p p o r ­

t u n i t y  fo r

cam p in g , can o e in g , fish ing  and h ik in g .

A  m o ve  to the V irg in  Is lan d s , ag a in  

w o rk in g  w ith  sch o o l l ib ra r ie s , sp a rked  

a lo ve  fo r d e ve lo p in g  co u n tr ie s . Joe be­

lieved  in form ation  em po w ered . H is  m an ­

tra w as : 'G iv e  a m an a fish  and you feed 

h im  for a day. Teach  h im  h o w  to fish  and 

you  feed  h im  for a life t im e .' Lrom  th is 

po in t his ca re e r w as sp rin k led  w ith  inter­

national con su ltan c ie s  —  in c lud in g  in the 

C o o k  Is lan d s , F i ji , the So lo m o n  Is lan d s , 

S ri L a n k a , T h a ila n d , T o n g a , V a n u a tu , 

W estern  Sam oa and V ie tn am .

In 1 9 8 6  Joe left S yd n e y  fo r M onash  

U n iv e rs ity 's  cam p u s in C h u rc h ill , V ic to ­

ria . H e a lso  spent tim e as a v is it in g  p ro ­

fessor at the U n ive rs ity  of H a w a ii and  the 

U n ive rs ity  of N am ib ia .

In 1995  he w as ap po in ted  A sso c ia te  

P ro fessor and  H ead  o f the M ackay  C a m ­

pus o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f C en tra l Q u e e n s­

la n d . Th e re  in the W h itsu n d a y s  Joe im ­

m ersed h im se lf in an en v ironm en t w h ere , 

lik e  Bob  D y la n , the w e a th e r  su ite d  h is 

c lo thes .

Then  in 1 9 9 9 , d uring  a W o rld  B an k  

c o n su lta n cy  in C o lo m b o , Sri La n k a , Joe 

susta ined  severe  head and sp ina l in ju rie s  

in a fa ll d ow n  a m arb le  sta ircase . The  a c ­

c id en t left h im  a p a rap le g ic . H e  returned 

to M ackay  but co u ld  not resum e his p ro ­

fe ss io n a l ca ree r . D e sp ite  th is  h a n d ic a p , 

w ith  the help of his partner Pam ela B az in , 

Joe co n tin ued  to e n jo y  life  —  trave llin g , 

p a rtic ip atin g  in the Rotary C lu b , d e lig h t­

ing in co u n try  m u s ic , and  pa rty in g  w ith  

a w id e  c irc le  o f friends .

Joe leaves beh in d  an  e x te n s ive  net­

w o rk  o f p ro fession a l co lle a g u e s , frien d s 

and  ex-stud en ts a ro un d  the w o rld  w h o  

w il l  reg ret h is  p a ss in g  an d  re m e m b e r 

w h at he gave them .

Joe is su rv ive d  by h is son E van , h is 

d aug hte r Y ash ka  and  her tw o  c h ild re n , 

N ath an ie l and  M egan , and h is pa rtner of 

later years Pam ela B a z in .

In g r id  Jackson, E xecu tive  M a n a g e m e n t  
S olu tions
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