Celebrating Library and
Information Week 2005

om Mount Isa to Launceston, from Marrickville to Clo-
verdale, libraries across the country celebrated Library and
Information Week (LIW) 2005, 23-29 May.

'Library and Information Week is the perfect opportunity to
recognise achievements and promote the services and skills of
library and information professionals to the public,' said Gillian
Hallam, president of ALIA. 'This year we had a strong program
of events and activities organised to celebrate the week. Quiz
nights, launches, award presentations, library tours, internet
classes and storytime were just some of the events on offer at
libraries around the country. It's all about having fun in the library
environment, while raising the awareness of the value of libraries
to our community.'

W estern Australia

The week began with the presentation of the ALIA Excellence
Award to Natasha Griggs, Youth Services Librarian at the Ruth
Faulkner Public Library, Belmont, for her innovative work on the
Finding MY Place program. West Australian Minister for Edu-
cation and Training, the Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich MLC, together
with Imogen Garner, ALIA's immediate past-president, presented
Natasha with her award at an Evening of Excellence cocktail
party. (Read about Natasha's award-winning work on page 10
of this issue.)

The FA Sharr Medal was also presented to joint winners,
Michaela Sheppardson and Michelle Campbell. On the same
evening Imogen Garner officially launched the logo and brand-
ing of the 2006 ALIA Biennial Conference to be held in Perth,
click06.

Australian Capital Territory

Tuesday 24 May saw the launch of the Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics' Library Extension Program Excellence Award in Canberra.
The Australian Statistician, Dennis Trewin, launched the award as
part of ABS's centenary celebrations and LIW. The award covers
initiatives undertaken between 1 January 2004 and 30 June 2005,
with the winner to be announced after entries close in late July.

At the University of Canberra, promoting and celebrating the
skills and resources of library staff as 'the ultimate search engines’
was the focus of activities during LIW. Erin Williams, coordinator
of the University Library's celebrations, designed and built a wall
of 24 paper dolls, each with its own outfit, name and hobbies.

ABS Library Extension Program launch (hr): Kim Farley-Larmour,
Library Extension Program, ABS; Karen Vitullo, director, Library
Services, ABS; Dennis Trewin, Australian Statistician; Jennefer
Nicholson, executive director, ALIA; Roxanne Missingham,
assistant director-general, Resource Sharing Division, National
Library; Pat Stracey Library Extension Program, ABS
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The challenge for library visi-
tors: 'Can you pick the real librarian?' The answer was... all of
them! The dolls were representative of the diverse range of staff
who work in libraries and the changing image of information
professionals across Australia.

Library visitors were also treated to a premier screening of a
video produced and directed especially for LIW by information
officer Emma Keltie. The ultimate search engine told the story of
a student who enters the forbidding and frightening library, and
discovers the amazing wealth of information resources available
just by spending some time with one of the library's 'ultimate
search engines'.

Queensland

Two special LIW events were held in Rockhampton, organised
in part by the Central Queensland New Graduates Group. ALIA
president Gillian Hallam and ALIA Quorum Group convenor Sue
Hutley presented a Professional Development Workshop to an
audience of local library workers. Gillian and Sue, along with
Associate Professor Greg Whymark from the CQU Faculty of
Informatics and Communication, were special guests and pre-
senters at a Library Wine and Cheese Evening, hosted by Central
Queensland University Library.

During LIW the Thuringowa City Council Library in Towns-
ville celebrated their recent success in being named the winner
of the prestigious Queensland Public Libraries Association Public
Library of the Year Award for 2005.

New South Wales

John Hunter Hospital's Gardiner Library hosted an exhibition of
diverse and interesting medical books, instrumentation, original
works and manuscripts called 'Tomb orTreasure?' The exhibition
was launched with a highly successful lunch for over 100 of the
hospital's clinicians. Members of the community can view se-
lected images from the exhibition online via the library's website
[http://www.gardinerlibrary.com/default.aspx].

Central Australia

Do Aboriginal message sticks exist in Central Australia, and, if so,
what form do they take? Which military figure cut off his oppo-
nents' thumbs and big toes, and then had the same thing happen
to him? And how many hundreds and thousands are there in a
packet of hundreds and thousands?

These were just some of the questions bravely faced by Alice
Springs public librarians during LIW. The ABC's local radio station
invited listeners to 'stump the librarian' with their most bizarre,
outrageous, ridiculous or obscure questions. Librarians in the fir-
ing line had 24 hours to provide an answer, and fared extremely
well, with some support from local libraries.

LIW concluded in the Alice with a charity quiz night at
Charles Darwin University's Alice Springs Campus Library. Lo-
cal businesses and organisations generously donated prizes, and
about 100 local trivia enthusiasts participated. A raffle, a bring-
and-buy bookstall, a paper plane competition and other fun and
games helped to augment the door takings, and Centralian librar-
ians raised $1336 for library facilities in East Timor.

N ational

ALIA celebrated ALIA Stars during LIW. The ALIA Stars concept
highlights outstanding achievements by ALIA members within
and beyond the sector. This year ALIA has recognised the follow-
ing Stars: John Dwight, executive chair of DA Information Serv-
ices, and recipient of ALIA's premier Redmond Barry Award for
his leadership in providing leading-edge products and services;
business and academic leader Dr Marianne Broadbent, Fellow of
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ALIA and senior vice-president (global research business strategy)
at the Gartner group; Kate Sinclair, the first recipient of the ALIA
Metcalfe Award, which recognises high achievement by a per-
sonal member in their first five years of practice; Natasha Griggs
for her pioneering work on the Finding MY Place program; and
MusicAustralia, a federated online music service, launched in
March 2005 and internationally lauded for its ground-breaking
comprehensive access to the nation's musical resources and infor-
mation. For more details, visit http://alia.org.au/advocacy/stars/.

Principal sponsor of LIW 2005, NetAlert Ltd, joined with
ALIA in supporting and educating the community about the
safe use of the internet, with the launch of the National Libraries
Project. The National Libraries Project will provide a range of
materials to assist librarians and library users in using the internet
safely at public libraries. Participating libraries will receive a copy
of the Librarian's guide to internet safety, an internet safety tip

Gardiner Library Service staff sporting
commemorative ‘Tomb or Treasure' T-shirts

Libraries can also access web-based resources at http://netalert.
net.au/library/. For more internet safety information, advice
and resources, contact NetAlert ph 1800 880 176 or e-mail

card and computer 'wobbler' for display on internet terminals.

Calling all librarians

US librarian Nancy Pearl, aguest of the Sydney Writers'
Festival, held a session for librarians sponsored by the
City of Sydney on 26 May. Fiona Bradley, information
services librarian at the University of Technology, Syd-
ney, was there...

most recognisable figures took the stage at the Syd-

ney Writers' Festival. According to Nancy Pearl, the
scariest question a patron can ask is, ‘Can you recommend a good book?'
And with that question, Pearl began her talk on the importance of readers'
advisers in libraries.

It was a full house when one of the library world's

For the next hour she focused on two questions, why is it people like
the books they like; and how do we as librarians help patrons find books
they will like? According to Pearl, everyone reads for a different reason and
people's likes are based on different appeal characteristics, which provide
‘doorways into a particular book'. The skills of a good librarian are being
able to understand why patrons like certain books and to recommend
a book you hated or haven't even read — 'that's where you step in as a
magician'.

Pearl believes that readers' advisers will not only help a library to
remain at the centre of the community, but 'readers' advisory is key to
what will keep our profession meaningful ... if we define ourselves solely
as information providers, others will do it better.

Pearl is a librarian with little time for ‘information’. When asked to
donate to her alma mater, the School of Information at the University of
Michigan, she replied, ‘I'm not giving you any money until you change
your name back to something with "library"” in it."

Believing that librarians put too much emphasis on new books and
bestsellers, Pearl suggests a new layout for libraries, like a supermarket,
with the new books at the back, since ‘any book someone hasn't read is a
new book for them'.

Pearl talked about books she loved, books she hated, and the first
lines she adored. Describing what attracted her to libraries and books as
a child, Pearl spoke of the library as being a sanctuary and books a means
of escape into other worlds. Concluding her talk, Pearl remarked, 'there is
no other place you can both lose yourself and find yourself as in a library
and a book'.

Passionate, funny and witty, Pearl was a highly entertaining and moti-
vating speaker for more than 100 librarians in attendance. A librarian for
more than three decades ('l got my library degree in 1967, | was like four
years old"), Pearl was the director of the Washington Center for the Book
until 2004. She now hosts a weekly book show on Seattle radio station
KUOW and travels the world to speak about books. She is best known for
her books Book lust and More book lust, the 'If All of Seattle Read the Same
Book' project (spread throughout the world as 'One City, One Book') and
an action doll bearing her likeness. -
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National Library Technicians Day

National Library Technicians Day (NLTD) on Tuesday
24 May saw a host of breakfast, lunch and dinner events
take place around the country as an opportunity for library
technicians to promote ALIA, the profession and their role
in libraries, and to celebrate their many achievements.

ACT technicians held a breakfast event with a guest
speaker, Andrew Shiels from CIT, introducing a new train-
ing package. Library technicians in Alice Springs went out
to lunch, leaving the librarians and AOs staffing the librar-
ies! In Darwin, NLTD was celebrated with an evening
event at the Darwin Sailing Club. West Australian techs
held a breakfast at Ascot Quays, and in Tasmania library
technicians celebrated with a dinner at Launceston's
Newstead Hotel.

In Queensland, technicians celebrated with the ALIA
QId Library Technicians annual dinner at Brisbane's Sky-
line Restaurant. The guest speaker for the night was Barb
Ewers from QUT and during the evening the Queensland
Library Technician of the Year Award was presented to
Margaret Mowberry from the Drug Arm Resource Centre,
Brisbane.

In Victoria, the Box Hill Institute celebrated with the
opening of an annual display of posters created by first
year students of Library Promotion and Display (a subject
in the Diploma of Library and Information Services). Di-
ane Panjari, community liaison librarian fromYarra Plenty
Regional Library, judged the best poster, while students
and staff voted for the winner in the 'people's choice
award'. Selected posters will be available for viewing in
the Showcase section of Box Hill Institute's website.

National Library Technicians Day is also celebrated
annually in the Library and Cultural Studies Program at
Victoria University. This year Gail Schmidt and Linda Not-
ley from the State Library of Victoria, Trisha Murray from
RMIT and Bradley O'Brien from Melbourne University
gave insights on their career choices and the current state
of the library technician field for employment.

Committee members of ALIA's Victorian Library Tech-
nician Group spoke of the importance of having a strong
technician presence for ALIA and the need, for students
especially, to network to find out about employment op-
portunities and professional development. ALIA Victoria
Group representative Margie Anderson presented Susan
Coffey, a recent graduate of the Victoria University, with
the outstanding graduate award. -
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