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W hat s happening in south-east 
Queensland: a new graduate s diary

T he South East Queensland N ew  G rad
uates G roup (S E Q N G G ) w as started 
in M ay 20 0 4  by (in her own words) 

'a very bored and so c ia lly  deficient librar
ian ', Sim one EHys. It was born out of a de
sire to create a context for new  graduates in 
the south-east of Q ueensland  to netw ork, 
meet friends and socia lise , and to encour
age them to dip their toes into the big pond 
that is A LIA .

S im one reigned suprem e as south-east 
Q u eensland 's  regional co -o rd inato r until 
April this year when she passed the baton 
on to me, as she moved on to the bigger and 
better role of national convenor of the N ew  
Graduates G roup . And you cou ldn 't find a 
much newer graduate than me —  fresh from 
the Q U T  Grad D ip  only last year. But I was 
also fresh from the New Librarians Sym posi
um, freshly returned from a stint at C Q U  L i
brary in Rockhampton and freshly employed 
in my first permanent professional position 
at the Q ueensland Parliam entary Library, so 
I guess she was lucky that my enthusiasm  
levels w ere fa irly  w e ll ch arg ed ...

S ince  taking over the ro le , I have d is 
covered that South East Q ueensland  N ew  
Graduates are a 'gnarly' bunch —  and not 
in the old, w izened sense. In the few  months 
I have been in the co-ord inator's ro le , w e 
have had a social gathering at a great Indian 
restaurant, put together a finely tuned team 
for the A LIA  Q ueensland Library W eek triv
ia night (named 'H ang Ten' —  see, w e  are 
definitely a gnarly crew ) and, most recently, 
held a 'Meet the N ew  G rads' evening.

The pu rp o se  of the 'M eet the N ew  
G rad s' even ing  w as for p eop le  from  a ll 
w a lks of library life to com e and jo in  some 
of the N ew  Grad group to find out just what 
it was all about, in a relaxed environm ent.

Despite my first doomed attempts to arrange 
this evening on State of O rig in night, result
ing in a cancellation (that's what you get for 
being regional co-ordinator in Q ueensland 

—  I bet that w o u ld n 't have happened in 
other states!), the second go-around w as a 
real success.

It was held (courtesy of G illia n  Hallam 's 
booking skills) in the OJ W ordsworth Room 

at the G ardens Point cam pus of Q U T , an 
accessib le  central location in the city. D e 
spite the dreary w eather, w e  had around 
th irty  attendees, in c lu d in g  students, new  
graduates, new  p ro fe ss io n a ls  and som e 
not-so-new professionals! A L IA  local l ia i
son o ffice r Row an Salt spoke to us about 
the need for new graduates and profession
als to get involved in the many and diverse 
aspects of A L IA  and the library profession, 
and Sim one Hys talked about some of her 
great new ideas for the group, and the ever- 
changing roles of the N ew  Graduates co m 
mittee members.

I hope that the people attending got as 
much out of the evening as I did —  I met so 
m any new faces, and chatted to m any d if
ferent people. I also found it a most valuable 

learn ing cu rve  as a new regional co-ordi- 
nator (note to self: rem em ber to advertise 
on the A LIA  events pages next tim e!), and 
I hope that som e of the people attending 
might feel more enthusiastic about com ing 
along to other A L IA  events in the near fu
ture.

Com ing up for the South East Q ueens
land N ew  Grads is an unm issable end-of- 
year party in Novem ber! Stay tuned for fur

ther updates on the S E Q N G G . ■

Expressions of interest
for New Grad committee roles

Energise>> 
Enthuse >> 
Inspire!
...gives a voice to the 
new generation of library 
and information profes
sionals. If you have any 
suggestions or topics 
for this column, please 
contact the column co
ordinator, Kate Watson, 
k.watson@cqu.edu.au.

A re you a new gradu
ate and a m em ber 
of A L IA  w ho w ou ld  

like to get mote involved in 
your profession? W ell then, 
w e are looking for you!

Currently vacancies exist 
for a secretary and treasurer 
of the National N ew  G radu
ates G ro u p . In these roles 
you w ill be working with the 
national convenor, regional 
c o -o rd in a to rs  and  o th e r 
mem bers of the com m ittee 
to aid  in the support and

ru n n in g  of the N a tio n a l 
G roup . You w ill also be re
quired to support the N ew  
G rad uates G ro up  ethos of 
'p rovid ing a forum for new 
graduates to com m un icate  
and  s o c ia l is e  w ith  c o l
leagues and build  re lation
sh ips and netw orks w ith in  
the profession'.

Sounds daunting? W e ll, 
it's not. B as ica lly  all on the 
com m ittee are enthusiastic 
ind iv idua ls looking to have 
like-m inded people join our

team in having fun, further
ing new graduates in our 
profession, helping to plan 
events and provide ideas on 
w ays w e can further sup
port and promote our new 
graduates.

If you w ould  like  more 
in fo rm atio n , or are in ter
ested in jo in ing the G roup, 
p lease e-m ail the national 
convenor, S im one H ys, at
s .h y s@ g riff ith .ed u .au . She 
looks fo rw ard  to hearing  
from you. ■
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