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W as it only that long ago?
T e n  y e a r s  a g o , a  b u n c h  o f  e n th u s ia s 

t ic  p r o fe s s io n a ls  p u t th e ir  h e a d s  to 

g e th e r , c a l le d  u p  a fe w  fa v o u rs , a n d  

A L IA n e t  w a s  b o rn . O n ly  ten  y e a rs  —  a litt le  

o v e r  3 6 5 0  d a y s  —  a n d  h o w  m u c h  d o  w e  

r e m e m b e r  o f  it?

W e l l ,  n o t  m u c h , if  T o n y  B a r r y , L in d a  

O 'B r ie n  a n d  I c a n  b e  b e l ie v e d . A b o u t  th e  

o n ly  th in g  th a t  w e  c a n  im m e d ia te ly  a g re e  

o n  is th a t  Iv a n  T ru n d le  d id  a l l  th e  w o r k . H e  

g o t a  b it  o f  h e lp  fro m  th e  IT  p e o p le  at th e  

U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a n b e r r a  a n d  th e  N a t io n a l 

L ib r a r y  o f  A u s t r a l ia ,  b u t h is  w a s  th e  h a n d  

o n  th e  t i l le r ,  a n d  h is  w a s  th e  f a c e  fu l l  o f  

se a  sp ra y .

B u t  c e r t a in  th in g s  d o  s ta n d  o u t  in  o u r  

f a u l t y  m e m o r ie s :  th e  d e b a te s  a t th e  A L IA  

A C T  m e e t in g s  a b o u t  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  

w e  s h o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  c o n t r ib u te  to w a rd s  

b u y in g  m o d e m s  a n d  a n y th in g  e ls e  th a t th e  

o p e ra t io n  m a y  n e e d ; q u e s t io n s  o f  w h e t h e r  

th o s e  m e m b e rs  c o n d u c t in g  a b u s in e s s  fro m  

a n  A L IA n e t  a c c o u n t  s h o u ld  p a y  m o re  fo r  

th e  p r iv i le g e ; th e  p i le  o f  f lo p p y  d is k s  (s u re ly

y o u  re m e m b e r  f lo p p y  d is k s ! )  c o m p r is in g  

th e  p a c k a g e  th a t y o u  h a d  to  g e t to  in s ta l l  

th e  s o f tw a re  ( in c lu d in g  T ru m p e t  W in s o c k )  

o n  a W in d o w s  3 .1 1  s y s te m ; th e  u tte r jo y  o f 

f in d in g  th a t  W in d o w s  9 5  h a d  s u p p o r t  fo r  

d ia l- u p  n e tw o rk in g  b u il t  in ; a n d  th e  h u n t 

fo r  p e o p le  w h o  k n e w  h o w  to  s p e c i f y  th e  

c o n n e c t io n  fo r  M a c in to s h e s .

It h a s  b e c o m e  e a s ie r  in  th e  la s t  f e w  

y e a r s , a lth o u g h  it is o n ly  a y e a r  o r  so  s in c e  

th e  la s t  t im e  I g o t a c a l l  f ro m  a m e m b e r  

w h o  w a s  s t i l l  u s in g  W in d o w s  3 .1 1  a n d  

w a n te d  ju s t  a l it t le  h e lp . B u t  o n e  th in g  h as  

n o t c h a n g e d  —  Iva n  a n d  h is  e lv e s  c o n t in u e  

to  w o rk  h a rd  to  k e e p  th e  s y s te m  g o in g , e s 

p e c ia l ly  w ith  in n o v a t io n s  lik e  th e  W e b m a il  

s e r v ic e .

A n d  g u e s s  w h a t ?  T h e r e 's  ju s t  a l i t 

t le  b it  o f  th e  h is t o r y  o f  A L I A n e t  o n  th e  

in t e r n e t ,  a f te r  a l l ,  a t h t t p :/ / w e b .a r c h iv e . 

o rg /w e b /1 9 9 7 0 1 1  1 0 2 1 8 5 9 / a l ia .o rg .a u /a lia /  

s p o n s o rs .h tm l.

Kerry Webb

Keeping in touch, ALIA e-list style
When I first heard of the ALIAnet service and the possibility of e-lists, I thought it would be a great opportunity for the 
then ALIA Victorian Branch to expand its communication mechanism.

There was also the added incentive of setting up an ALIAvic list, before NSW, as the (friendly) rivalry between Helen 
Mandl (as then Victorian Branch president) and I was just taking off.

ALIAVic began with the Branch exectutive and section office bearers as subscribers, and grew from there. At its 
peak the e-list had around 400 members, still far short of the actual ALIA Victoria membership but one thing I noted 
and got back from the country iist members —  Warnambool to Gippsland —  was that they fell 'part' of the information 
process and got library news.

My initial hope was that the list would spark discussion and debate but it soon became apparent that it was just going 
to have to settle on being a 'here's the news according to Trevor' which seemed to have kept most (?) happy. Certainly 
the responses to the posts were more positive than negative —  though the April Fools joke that I was to be appointed 
ALIA executive director following Virginia Walsh's departure increased list traffic and raised the ire of a few.

The other memorable list debate was the State Library of Victoria's reorganisation ofVicNet. Other than that it was 
pretty quiet, with ALIANSW  list often 'pinching' ALIAVic news. O f course there was the odd blooper when a response 
was sent to the entire list and not just to the intended recipient. The excuse from one member for not being able to at
tend the Branch Christmas Party caused considerable embarassment!

I often wondered whether the 'free' access to ALIA information, via the list, meant people didn't bother joining and 
just took the information, so I ended up closing the list to non-members. The increased load of doing member checks 
finally convinced me to open it to all. I am still not sure if that open access is a plus or a minus as I am aware of one list 
in particular that has at least three times list members as it does have ALIA members.

However, as a quick and timely tool for dissemination of information, the ALIA e-lists have been a very useful tool. 
Happy 10th birthday ALIAnet...

Trevor Wakely, former listowner: ALIAVic, ALIAstudents, ALIA2001shllc. Current listowner: ALIAILLEAG
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