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I n s p i r e !

...g iv e s  a v o ic e  to  th e  
new  generation o f library  
and in fo rm atio n  profes
sionals. I f  you have any  
s u g g e stio n s  o r to p ic s  
fo r this c o lu m n , p lease  
c o n ta c t the co lu m n c o 
ord in a to r, Kate W atson, 
k.watson@cqu.edu.au.

Regionals rise up!
O n ce  upon  a t im e , if yo u  d id n 't  liv e  o r 

w o rk  in a m a jo r  c a p ita l c it y  in  th is  

g reat w id e  la n d  o f o u rs , yo u  c o u ld  

be  fo rg ive n  fo r th in k in g  th at in te re s t g ro u p s 

w e re  c i t y - c e n t r ic .  T h e s e  d a y s , th a t  id e a  is 

m u ch  less tru e .

N e w c a s t le  is th e  la te st R e g io n a l G ro u p  

to jo in  an d  w e  w e lc o m e  N a re lle  B e ll to the  

N e w  G ra d  te am . To d a te  N o rth  Q u e e n s la n d  

has a N e w  G ra d  G ro u p , w ith  S a l ly  B a k e r  re

c e n t ly  tak in g  o v e r  th e  re in s  fro m  C la ir e  S w ift . 

C e n tra l Q u e e n s la n d  has K a te  W a tso n  c h a m 

p io n in g  th e  N e w  G ra d  c a u s e , a n d  n o w  th e re  

is N e w c a s t le . T h is  m a k e s  m e th in k  th a t lo ts 

o f p e o p le  w a n t to get in v o lv e d  an d  b e c o m e  

m o re  a c t iv e  w ith in  th e ir  lib ra ry  c o m m u n it ie s , 

an d  so th e y  sh o u ld .

I'm  a big  b e lie v e r in reg ion a l in vo lve m e n t. 

Starting  o ff m y w o rk in g  c a re e r 'o u t o f to w n ' in 

a lib ra ry  s e rv ic e  w h e re  no o n e  e v e r  d iscu sse d  

e x te rn a l lib ra ry  a c t iv it ie s , A L IA , o r e ve n  o th e r 

lib ra ry  s e rv ic e s , I fe lt  is o la te d . T h e re  w a s  no 

in fo rm a tio n  sh a r in g , o r n e w  p e o p le  to m eet; 

s u re ly  th e re  w a s  m o re  to life  th an  th e  s e rv 

ic e  I w o rk e d  w ith . It w a s n 't  u n til I c h a n g e d  

jo b s an d  w a s  sen t to th e  firs t N e w  L ib ra r ia n s  

S y m p o s iu m  th a t I re a lis e d  th e re  w e re  o th e r 

p e o p le  ou t th e re  w h o  fe lt the  sam e  w a y  I d id .

I sta rted  e - m a ilin g  p e o p le  I'd m et a n d  fro m  

th e re  the  Sou th  East Q u e e n s la n d  N e w  G ra d s  

G ro u p  s ta r te d . I w a s  h o o k e d . S u re ly  th e re  

w e re  m o re  p e o p le  ou t th e re , not n e c e s s a r i ly  

in m y  re g io n , w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to get to g e the r 

an d  fo rm  g ro u p s .

S in c e  th e n  th e  N e w  G ra d s  G ro u p  h as 

g ro w n  th ro u g h o u t A u s t r a l ia , as  h a s  m y  in 

v o lv e m e n t  w ith  re g io n a l g ro u p s . T h e  n e e d  

to m eet n e w  p e o p le , le a rn  as m u ch  as I c a n  

an d  ju s t sh a re  in fo rm a tio n  and  in v o lv e  m y se lf  

in th e  g reate r l ib ra ry  c o m m u n ity  has p u sh e d  

m e o n . T h is  has led  to in v o lv e m e n t in v a r io u s  

c o n fe re n c e s , in v ita t io n s  to la u n c h e s  o r in te r

est se ss io n s  a n d  m e e tin g s . I k n o w  that I can  

h ave  a say  an d  it w i l l  be h e a rd , I fee l I k n o w  

m o re  ab o u t lib ra ry  c o m m u n it ie s  in A u s tra lia  

th an  b e fo re . A n d  I k n o w  m o re  a b o u t m y  a s 

so c ia t io n , A L IA .

If yo u  a re  in  a re g io n a l a re a , th e re  a re  

no d o u b t p e o p le  a ro u n d  w h o  w il l  be  ke e n  to 

get to g e th e r a n d  get s o m e th in g  h a p p e n in g . 

S o c ia l g ro u p s a re  g re a t, an d  th o se  a re  d e f i

n ite ly  not lim ite d  to c a p ita l ce n tre s . I'd lik e  to 

h e a r fro m  p e o p le  in a n y  a re a , N e w  G ra d  or 

not, w h o  m ig h t w a n t to  get in v o lv e d . P le a se  

e - m a il m e  at s .h y s @ g r if f i t h .e d u .a u . W h i le  

m y  p r im a ry  in te re st is to in v o lv e  m o re  N e w  

G ra d s  in n e tw o rk in g  an d  in fo rm a tio n -sh a r in g  

o p p o rtu n it ie s , I 'm  not lim ite d  to  th a t. W h o  

k n o w s , m a y b e  th e re  w i l l  b e  a n o th e r  g ro u p  

to ad d  to th e  N e w  G ra d u a te  team  by th e  end  

o f th e  y e a r , o r e v e n  so m e  c o n ta c ts  s h a re d . 

A ls o , fo r th e  n e xt m o n th  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try  

N A C  (N a t io n a l A d v is o ry  C o n g re ss ) m e e tin g s  

a re  h a p p e n in g . T h e se  se ss io n s  c o v e r  in fo rm a 

tion  re la tin g  to p o lic y , p la n n in g  an d  an y  A L IA  

is su e s  that m ay  a r is e . T h is  is y o u r c h a n c e  to 

get a lo n g  a n d  h a v e  th a t sa y  a b o u t y o u r  a s 

so c ia t io n . It is y o u r  a s s o c ia t io n  so d o n 't m iss  

th e  o p p o r tu n ity . C o n s u lt  th e  A L IA  w e b s ite  

h t tp :/ / w w w .a lia .o rg .a u / g o v e rn a n c e / n a c /  fo r 

d a te s , a rid  get in v o lv e d . If yo u  d o n 't  sp e a k  

u p , n o  o n e  c a n  h e a r y o u . ■

Workshops in NSW: 
New Graduates Group
E ve r thought ab o ut w o rk 

ing in a d iffe re n t typ e  of 

lib ra ry ?  S w a p p in g  la w  

b o o k s  fo r  p ic t u r e  b o o k s ?  

W a n t  to  s t ic k y b e a k  a ro u n d  

o th e r  l ib r a r ie s ?  O r  n e e d  to 

p o lish  up y o u r jo b  a p p lic a 

tions?

T h e  N e w  S o u th  W a le s  

N e w  G ra d u a te s  G ro u p  (N S W  

N G G ) has d e ve lo p e d  an  e x 

c it in g  an d  in n o v a t iv e  w o r k 

sh o p  s e r ie s  fo r 2 0 0 5 - 0 6  to 

be h e ld  in the  S y d n e y  m e tro 

p o lita n  a re a . T h e  w o rk sh o p s  

a re  d e s ig n e d  to p r o v id e  a 

h igh q u a lity  se rie s  o f a c c e s s i

b le  p ro fess io n a l d e ve lo p m e n t 

a c t iv it ie s  w ith  an a ffo rd a b le

p r ic e  tag  ($ 1 5  fo r m e m b e rs , 

$ 2 5  n o n - m e m b e rs ) . A p a r t  

fro m  g a in in g  n e w  s k il ls , the 

w o rk s h o p s  w il l  be  an e x c e l

lent op p o rtu n ity  to m eet other 

n e w  graduates, d iscu ss issues, 

an d  v is it  a range  o f d iffe re n t 

l ib r a r ie s . P a rt ic ip a n ts  in the 

A L IA  P D  sch e m e  w il l  re c e ive  

po in ts for attend ing  the w o rk 

sh o p s. In response to d em and  

by n e w  g raduates, the fo llo w 

ing w o rk sh o p s  a re  p la n n e d :

• P ro je c t m an ag e m e n t in a 

lib ra ry  con text 21 N o ve m 

ber, 6 :3 0 - 8 :0 0 p m , U n i

ve rs ity  o f N S W  L ib ra ry

• R e s u m e  a n d  in t e r v ie w  

t e c h n iq u e s ,  in c lu d in g

a d d re s s in g  s e le c t io n  c r i 

te ria

• C h a n g in g  in f o r m a t io n  

secto rs

• L ib ra ry  tou rs

D a te s  fo r th e  la te r w o rk 

s h o p s  w i l l  b e  p u b l ic i s e d  

th ro u g h  in C i t e ,  th e  N G G  

w e b s ite  at h ttp :/ /a lia .o rg .a u /  

g ro u p s/n e w g ra d / , a n d  A L IA  

e -lis ts .

Stay tuned  for m ore  in fo r

m a t io n , an d  be  p re p a re d  to 

b o o k  fa st as p la c e s  a re  l im 

ite d ! B o o k in g s  th ro u g h  th e  

A L IA  sh o p , at h ttp ://sh o p .a lia . 

o rg .a u /S to re F ro n t .a sp x . ■
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