
Collections Council of 
Australia Ltd launched

(Front, l-r) Kristen Thornton, Lea Carter and  
Ju lie W ood from  the Deakin University Library, 
with (back row ) Pennie Stoyles (Scienceworks) 
and Steve Eat her (Victoria Police M useum )

Senato r Rod Kem p, chair o f  
Cultural M in isters Council, and  
M in ister fo r the A rts and Sport 
in the Australian Governm ent, 
launching the Collections Council 
o f  Australia Ltd. W ith him  on the 
podium  are (l-r) M argaret Birtley 
(CEO, Collections Council), Sue 
Nattrass (Chair, Collections Council) 
and gu est speaker A n d y  M uirhead, 
host o f  the A B C  TV program  
'Collectors'

L a u n c h e d  on  2 6  S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 5 , th e  

C o lle c t io n s  C o u n c il  o f A u s t ra lia  Ltd 

w o rk s  fo r  th e  s ta b il it y  a n d  s u s ta in ­

a b il ity  o f th e  c o lle c t io n s  se c to r a c ro ss  A u s tra lia . 

It w i l l  p ro v id e  a fo ru m  to re s o lv e  c o m m o n  is ­

su e s , im p ro v e  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  p ro c e d u re s , an d  

p ro m o te  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  s e c to r  a n d  th e  c h a l­

len g es it fa c e s .

C o n ta c t  d e ta ils  an d  fo r fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n : 

C o lle c t io n s  C o u n c i l  o f A u s t ra lia  L im ite d , P O  

B o x  2 6 3 , R un d le  M a ll, SA  5 0 0 0 , ph 0 8  8 2 0 7  7 2 8 7 , 

in fo @ c o l le c t io n s c o u n c i l .c o m .a u , h t tp :/ / w w w . 

c o lle c t io n s c o u n c il .c o m .a u / . ■

PictureNSW
H o w  m uch  d ig itis in g  o f im ages is o c c u rr in g  in p u b lic  l i­

b ra rie s  in N e w  South W a le s?  H o w  can  th e  q u a lity  o f 

d ig ita l re so u rce s  be m a in ta in e d ?  Th e se  tw o  issues are  

tack led  by a p io n ee rin g  p ic to ria l p ro ject in N e w  South  W a le s .

P ic tu re N S W , a p ro je c t o f the  S tate L ib ra ry  o f N e w  South  

W a le s , a im ed  to gather in fo rm ation  about the lo ca l stud ies c o l­

lec tion s held  in N e w  South W a le s  p u b lic  lib ra rie s  and d eve lop  

g u id e lin es for d ig ita l im age and m etadata c re a tio n .

Stage one w as an aud it of lo ca l studies co lle c tio n s  housed by 

a co u n c il or on the p rem ises of a p u b lic  library. It w as  undertaken 

by S w in b u rn e  L ib ra ry  Inform ation  S e rv ice  (SLIS ) and P ractico  Pty 

Ltd . P u b lic  lib ra ry  staff from  acro ss the state resp onded  to sur­

veys, partic ipated  in focus groups and several a re  m em bers o f the 

P ro ject Steering  C o m m ittee

The su rvey  co ve red  d ig itisation  and  m etadata c re a tio n , soft­

w a re  and p o lic ie s . A ll 9 9  N S W  p u b lic  lib ra ry  se rv ice s  p rovided  

deta iled  responses. Th e  results of the au d it and  the co n su ltan ts ' 

report are a va ila b le  on the State L ib ra ry  w e b s ite  at: h ttp ://w w w . 

s l.n sw .g o v .au /lo ca lh isto ry/ .

Stage tw o , u sin g  the sam e  c o n su lta n ts , re su lted  in D ig ita l  

p ra c t ic e : g u id e lin e s  fo r d ig it is in g  im ages in N S W  p u b l ic  lib ra rie s  

(a v a ila b le  o n lin e  at h ttp :/ /w w w .s l.n sw .g o v .a u /p ls /p u b lica t io n s /  

pd f/d ig ita l.p d f) w h ic h  is lik e ly  to b e co m e  an e ssen tia l tool for 

lo ca l stud ies c o lle c t io n s  in N e w  South W a le s .

Both stages o f th is p ro ject w e re  funded  by the O ffic e  o f In ­

fo rm atio n  and  C o m m u n ic a t io n  T e ch n o lo g y , N S W  D ep artm en t 

of C o m m e rce .

D ig ita l p ra c t ic e  w as endorsed  by the L ib ra ry  C o u n c il o f N ew  

South W a le s  in June 2 0 0 5  and w il l  be used as a basis for the as­

sessm ent o f d ig itisa tio n  p ro jects subm itted  for L ib ra ry  D e v e lo p ­

m ent G ran t fund ing . The  L ib ra ry  C o u n c il a lso  reco m m en d ed  the 

g u id e lin es to N S W  p u b lic  lib ra rie s  as a p lan n in g  fram e w o rk  for 

dig ital im age and m etadata creation . D ig ita l p ractice  provides ad ­

v ic e  and  d irectio n  for p u b lic  lib ra rie s  in N e w  South W a le s , and , 

w e  hope , w il l a lso  assist cu ltu ra l in stitu tions acro ss the nation  to 

adopt con sistent standards and p rac tice s  as they d eve lo p  o n lin e  

acce ss  to th e ir u n iq u e  pho to g rap h ic  and other ho ld ings .

E llen  Forsyth , S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  N S W

Increased demand for digitising skills
T he in c re a s in g  num b er o f p re se rva ­

tion  and  a c c e ss  p ro jects  in lib ra ry  

c o lle c t io n s  a ll o v e r  A u s tra lia  has

N E W S P A P E R S
W A N T E D

• Bound volumes or long 
runs. All 19th and 20th 
century Australian and 
overseas newspapers

• Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, W o m en ’s 
W eekly, etc.) to 1970

PAPER W O RLD
Alan W a te rs , P ap er W o rld  P ty Ltd 
Level 1 , 4 8  Clifton S t, P ra h ra n , Vic 3 1 8 1  
Ph: 0 3  9 5 2 9  6 8 8 8  Fax: 0 3  9 5 2 9  6 3 8 8  
E-mail: a lan @ paperw o rld .co m .au
[Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)

in c re a s e d  d e m an d  fo r th e  s p e c ia l is e d  

IT  s k il ls  used in d ig it is in g . In re sp o n se , 

B le n d e d  Lea rn in g  In te rn a tio n a l (B L I) has 

cu sto m ise d  its C e rt if ic a te  IV  in In fo rm a ­

tion  T ech no lo g y  (IT) (M u ltim e d ia ) to m eet 

the needs of cu ltu ra l in stitu tions, w ith  the 

p rim a ry  focus on tra in ing  in the processes 

in vo lve d  in d ig itis ing  cu ltu ra l assets.

A  D V D  is b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  b y  B L I 

th a t se ts  o u t th e  d ig it is a t io n  p ro c e s s , 

ba sed  in the  m a in  on w o rk  d o n e  at the 

N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f A u s t ra lia . T h e  D V D  

in c lu d e s  tra in in g  in fo rm a tio n  and  a v i r ­

tu a l to u r o f the  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry 's  d ig it i­

sa tio n  se c t io n . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , go 

to h ttp :/ /b le n d e d le a rn in g .c o m .a u / .

A tte n t io n  A L IA  P D  m e m b e r s . . .  re ­

m e m b e r to keep  a re co rd  as you go o f 

P D  a c t iv it ie s  yo u  u n d e rta k e  so  th at it 

w i l l  no t be an  o n e ro u s  ta sk  to get a ll

y o u r p a p e rw o rk  to g e the r w h e n  you  are  

se le c te d  fo r a u d it . A L IA  d o e sn 't a c c re d it  

P D  co u rse s  or a c t iv it ie s , but th ere  a re  a 

n u m b e r o f P D  o p p o rtu n it ie s  m e n tio n e d  

in in C ite : fo r e x a m p le , if yo u  e m b a rk  on 

the C e rt if ica te  IV  in In fo rm atio n  T e c h n o l­

ogy (IT )(M u It im e d ia ), a co u rse  o ffered  by 

a p r iva te  a c c re d ite d  te rt ia ry  in s t itu t io n , 

yo u  can  a l lo c a te  3 0  p o in ts  p e r su b je c t 

p e r se m e ste r , 6 0  p o in ts  m a x im u m  per 

y e a r  in th e  'T e r t ia ry  C o u rs e s ' ca te g o ry . 

R e v ie w in g  a L IM -re le v a n t D V D  fits into 

th e  'In fo rm a l le a rn in g  a c t iv it ie s '  c a t ­

e g o ry  as 'S e lf-p a c e d  le a rn in g ', g a in in g  

l p o in t p e r h o u r, 3 0  p o in ts  m a x im u m  

per year. S till u nsu re? Lo o k  at the S u m ­

m a ry  o f a c t iv it ie s  tab le  h ttp ://a lia .o rg .au / 

m e m b e rs-o n ly /e d u c a tio n /p d /u se rg u id e /  

a c t iv i t ie s / h t m l? r e a lm  = 1 0  o r  c o n t a c t  

A L IA 's  P D  o f f ic e r  (c p d @ a lia .o rg .a u ) fo r 

m o re  in fo rm a tio n . ■
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