
The Jean Arnot Memorial Fellowship
T he lean A rnot M em oria l Fellowship 

is aw arded annua lly  to a fem ale l i
b ra rian or student o f Iib ra riansh ip  

from  any pa rt o f A us tra lia  fo r an o u t
s tand ing  paper o f a p p ro x im a te ly  5000 
w ords on any aspect o f I ibrariansh ip. An 
award o f $1000 is made to  the w inner.

The F e llo w sh ip  honours  M iss lean 
F lem ing  A rn o t (1 9 0 3 -1 9 9 5 ) MBE, Fel
lo w  o f the  L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tion  o f A us
tra lia, w h o  had a long and d is tingu ished 
career in lib rariansh ip  and was a pioneer 
o f equal pay and w om en 's rights.

Jean A rn o t jo in e d  the  P ub lic  (no w  
State) L ib ra ry  o f N e w  South W ales at 
the age o f 18 and retired 47 years later, 
ha v in g  reached the  p o s it io n  o f C h ie f 
C a ta loguer. In 1937, Jean becam e in 
vo lved  in the N ew  South W ales C o unc il 
o f A c tio n  fo r Equal Pay and the P ub lic  
Service A ssoc ia tio n  Executive. She in - 
de fa tigab ly lectured, debated and raised 
pu b lic  awareness about the inequa lity  o f 
wages fo r w om en . Jean fam ously  noted 
that fo r some o f her professional career, 
she was pa id  less than a m ale cleaner. 
It was not u n til 1969 that equal pay fo r 
equal w o rk  becam e accepted fo r lib ra r
ians in  N e w  S outh  W a les. A fu r th e r

b re ak th ro ug h  occu rre d  a lm ost in t im e  
to  c o in c id e  w ith  her ce n te n a ry  year. 
This was the  la nd m ark  de c is io n  m ade 
by the Industria l Relations C om m ission 
o f N ew  South W ales regard ing pa rity  o f 
librarian 's wages com pared to equiva lent 
professions in 2002 . The C om m ission 's  
statem ent noted that: 'W e  fin d  tha t not 
o n ly  has the w o rk  o f lib ra rians, lib ra ry  
techn ic ians and arch iv ists been h is to r i
c a lly  un de rva lu ed , bu t a lso tha t the re  
have been s ig n if ic a n t increases in the  
w o rk , sk ill and resp on s ib ilitie s  o f such 
em p loyees tha t has no t been p ro p e rly  
taken in to accoun t in fix in g  the ir rates o f 
pay'. It is no exaggeration to say that this 
h is to ric  d e c is io n  w o u ld  no t have been 
possib le  w ith o u t the p io n e e rin g  w o rk , 
and the perseverance and de te rm ina tion  
o f Jean A rnot.

The Jean A rno t M em o ria l Fe llow ship 
is funded by a generous dona tion  from  
the N a tiona l C o un c il o f W om en in N ew  
South W ales Incorpora ted and the Aus
tra lian  Federation o f Business and Pro
fessional W om en ' Associations Inco rp o 
rated, w ith  the Fellowship adm in is tra tion 
o rgan ised by the State L ib ra ry  o f N e w  
South W ales. The aw ard is presented in 
late A p ril at a luncheon he ld each year

in Jean A rnot's honour held in the Stran
gers' D in in g  Room, Parliam ent House, 
M acqua rie  Street, Sydney.

P revious w inne rs  have represented 
m any d iffe re n t aspects o f lib ra ria n sh ip  
and have w o rked  in pu b lic , school, u n i
versity and governm ent libraries from  all 
ove r A us tra lia . For fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  
in c lu d in g  a p p lica tio n  form s and c o n d i
tion s  and in fo rm a tio n  ab ou t p re v io us  
w in n e rs , see the State L ib ra ry  o f N ew  
South W ales ' website , w w w .s l.nsw .gov . 
au/awards/.

E liz a b e th  E llis , S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  N e w  S o u th  

W a le s

Entries for the 2006 Fellowship close 
on 31 March 2006 and should be 
submitted to Elizabeth Ellis, assistant 
state librarian, State Library of New 
South Wales, Macquarie Street, Syd
ney 2000. Please telephone 02 9273 
1467 or e-mail eellis@sl.nsw.gov.au 
or consult the Library's website at 
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/awards/ 
for conditions of entry and entry 
forms. ■
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T h e Jean Arnot Memorial Fellowship honours 
Jean Fleming Arnot (1903-1995) M BE, FLAA, who 
had a distinguished career of 47 years in librarianship 
and was a pioneer of equal pay and women’s rights.

T he fellowship is funded by a generous donation from 
the National Council of Women in New South Wales 
Incorporated and the Australian Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Associations Incorporated.

The fellowship is awarded to a female librarian 
or student of librarianship for an outstanding paper 
of no more than 5000 words on any aspect of 
librarianship. An aw'ard of $1000 will be presented 
to the winner at the annual Jean Arnot Memorial 
Luncheon to be held in Sydney in April 2006.

Entries for the fellowship close on 31 March 2006 
and should be submitted to:

Elizabeth Lillis, Assistant State Librarian,
Collection Management Services & Mitchell 
Librarian, State Library of New South Wales, 
Macquarie Street Sydney NSW  2000.

Please telephone (02) 9273 1466 or 
email eellis@sl.nsw.gov.au for further information or 
consult the Library’s website: <http://www.sLnsw.gov. 
au/avvards/> for conditions of entry and application forms.
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