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Australia’'s new

Interlibrary Resource Sharing Code

F ollowing extensive consultation across

the Australian library sector in 2005,
the new Australian Interlibrary Re-
source Sharing (ILRS) Code has now been
endorsed by the library sector's peak bod-
ies. The ILRS Code is the voluntary code of
practice that supports resource sharing and
co-operation in interlibrary-lending (ILL)
among Australian libraries. The review was
co-ordinated by the ALIA Interlibrary Lend-

ing Expert Advisory Group.

The revised Code replaces that adopted
by the
pal reasons for

library sector in 2001. The princi-
reviewing and updating
the Code were to simplify the service level
standards of the Code;
Code was compatible and supportive of au-

to ensure that the

tomation of interlibrary lending operations;
to meet changing services and user needs;
and to review recommended pricing and

pricing models.

The main features of the new ILRS Code

e« The number of service lev-
reduced from
Rush
and the Core

els has been
five to three - Core,
and Express -
service level now has a sup-
plier turnaround time of four
working days, rather than the
five working days of the pre-

vious Code.

A new principle has been
added to establish a mini-
mum recommended loan
period of three weeks. Other
new principles address the
need for requesting librar-
ies to provide complete bib-
liographic details wherever
possible and encourage the
supply of quality copies and
use of the most efficient pay-
ment methods possible. An
amended principle clarifies
that requesting libraries are
responsible for ensuring that
user-initiated request com -
ply with the principles of the

ILRS Code.

« A recommended charge for
colour copies of $2.20 for
each colour page copied has

been introduced.

A statement has been added
to establish a national guide-
line for the automatic expiry
of requests from an automat-
ed system.
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e There are no changes to the recom-

mended fee for the Core service, nor to
the levies for Express and Rush services.
The consultation on the review of the
Code found the while the library sec-
tor overall supports the principle of rec-
ommended pricing to provide partial
compensation and cost recovery for net
lenders, for the benefit of the sector as a
whole, there is no consensus across the
library sector on the guiding principles
and data on which to set recommended

prices.

The revisions to the ILRS code ensure
that it remains a national code of practice
covering all libraries, large and small, from
all sectors and whether using automated
interlibrary lending systems or not. At the
same time the new Code takes into account
the automated environment for interlibrary

lending.

ALIA's Interlibrary Lending Expert Ad-

visory Group would like to acknowledge
the extensive contribution and input to the
review of the ILRS Code by many library or-
ganisations, libraries and individuals work-
ing in

interlibrary lending and document

delivery around the country.

The new Interlibrary Resource Sharing

Code was launched at the Resource Shar-
ing Forum, hosted by the National Library

of Australia on 18 May 2006.

The Expert Group will be following up
the launch of the new Code with a pro-
gram to promote the Code. It will be ex-
ploring how the ILL community might use
W iki technology to develop and maintain

a manual of best practice for IL.

ALIA to work with Council
(CASL), The
Council of Australian University Librarians

(CAUL) and the National Library on a col-

hopes
of Australian State Libraries

laborative project to gather data on ILL sup-
ply costs and to develop a costing tool for
ILL/document delivery supply that could be
used by all sectors. The survey of ILL/docu-
ment delivery benchmarking currently be-
ing co-ordinated by the National Library,
reported at the 18 May Resource Sharing

Forum, will contribute to this project.

The
source Sharing Code
at http://alia.org.au/interlibrary.lending/

revised Australian Interlibrary Re-

is available online
ilrs.code.htm . Print copies are also avail-
O f-
information please contact

able on request from ALIA National

fice. For more
Susan Magnay, Manager planning policy,

susan.magnay@ alia.org.au. -
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