
New committee for the Technicians Group
A t th e  ne X t 2 0 0 5  C o n fe re n c e , 

h e ld  in  S e p te m b e r, th e  n e w  
N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  

G ro u p 's  C o m m itte e  w as a n n o u n c e d . 
M e m b e rs  o f the  n e w  c o m m itte e  are: 

convenor, Kevin D udeney; depu ty  c o n 
venor, Tania Barry; secretary, M a tth e w  
G riffith s ; treasurer, Trish D 'A rc y ; N e w  

G ra d u a te  re p re s e n ta t iv e , M ic h a e la  
Shepherdson and representa tives from  
each state's lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  g roup .

B u ild in g  u p o n  th e  w o rk  d o n e  by 

Rebecca Evans and the p re v io us  c o m 

m itte e  o v e r th e  la s t tw o  yea rs , th e  
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  G ro u p  
C o m m itte e  is in tro d u c in g  som e n e w  

p ro g ra m s . O n e  p ro g ra m  th a t has a l
ready  s ta rted  is th e  m o n th ly  O n lin e  
C hat sessions. This in vo lve s  us ing  the

A L IA  T echn ic ians chat roo m  to  engage 
w ith  ac tive  and no t so a c tive  m em bers 
to  d iscuss re le va n t issues o r  ju s t n e t
w o rk  and have a chat.

A  reg io n a l and  re m o te  m e n to r in g  
program  w ill com m e nce  ea rly  th is year. 
T h rough  the  use o f tech no log y , m a in ly  
e -m a il, it is hoped  th a t m em b ers  w i l l  
be  a b le  to  assist o th e r  m e m b e rs  in 
d e a lin g  w ith  issues, w h e th e r  th e y  be 
p ro fess iona l, sk ills  based, career p la n 
n ing , s tudy he lp  o r just an o th e r person 
to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith .

As w e ll as th is, w e  w i l l  a lso be im 
p le m e n tin g  a lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  n e w  
graduates program , e n co u ra g in g  them  
to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  m any a c tiv itie s  o f
fe re d  by  A L IA  e ith e r in  th e ir  state o r 
n a tio n a lly .

In a d d itio n , N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  Tech
n ic ian 's  D ay w i l l  be he ld  on the  Tues
day in L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm a tio n  W eek 
in M ay  and  the N a tio n a l G ro u p  w o u ld  
lik e  to  s u p p o rt and  e n co u ra g e  o th e r 
g roups in d e v e lo p in g  and im p le m e n t
ing a c tiv itie s  fo r  th is  day.

The a w a rd in g  o f the  a ll- im p o r ta n t  
and peer-nom ina ted  Library Techn ic ian 
o f the Year w i ll again o ccu r in 2006 . If 
the re  is som eone you th in k  sho u ld  be 
n o m in a te d  fo r th is  aw ard  n o w  is the  
tim e  to start the no m in a tion  process.

A n  im p o r ta n t  so u rc e  o f  in fo r m 
a t io n  fo r  l ib ra r y  te c h n ic ia n s  is th e  
a liaL IB T E C  e -lis t. To su b sc rib e  to  the  
e - lis t  go  to  h t tp : / /a lia .o rg .a u /a lia n e t/  
e -lis ts / and fo llo w  the  a liaL IBTEC  link .

Kevin Dudeney

Children's Peace 
Literature Award 2 0 0 5

P s y c h o lo g is t s  f o r  
P eace  is a g ro u p  
d e d ic a te d  to  p r o 

m o t in g  p e a c e  a n d  p re 
v e n t in g  c o n f l i c t .  T h e  
2 0 0 5  w in n e r  o f  th e ir  b i 
e n n ia l C h ild re n 's  Peace 
L ite ra tu re  A w a rd  is K irs t
en M u rp h y 's  The King o f 
Whatever. This aw a rd  rec
ognises au tho rs  w h o  p ro 
m o te  p e a ce fu l re s o lu tio n  
o f  c o n f lic t  in th e ir  books .

Australian Vjjr 
Psychological 
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The King o f Whatever 
(P e n g u in  B o o k s  Y o u n g  
A d u lt  F ic tion ) was chosen 
fro m  a f ie ld  o f  m o re  than  
70 en tries . The sh o rtlis te d  
fina lis ts  w e re  Being Bindy,
A lyssa B rug m an  (A lle n  &
U n w in ) ;  The Ballad o f 
Cauldron Bay, E liz a b e th  
H o n e y  (A lle n  &  U n w in ) ;
The Spare Room, K a th ryn  
Lom er (U Q P  Y oung A d u lt  F ic tion ); Catland, Ruth Starke 
(A P uffin  Book).

K irs ten  M u rp h y  g re w  up  in  M e lb o u rn e . H e r firs t 
nove l, Raincheck on Timbuktu, w as p u b lish e d  by Pen
gu in  in 2 0 0 1 . K irsten then  re tu rn ed  to  study a D ip lo m a  
o f E d u ca tio n  w h ile  c o n t in u in g  to  w r ite . The King o f 
Whatever is her seco nd  nove l.

Published March 2005, Penguin,
RRP $18.95, PB, 264 pages, ISBN 014300137X

in fo rm  » >  in n o v a te  » >  in s p ire
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■ Association-
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excellence

Nominations are now being called 
for the foflowmg excellence awards of the 

Australian Library and Information Association

N a tio n a l E x c e lle n c e  A w a rd
The National Excellence Award recognises excellence in any area, 
field or aspect of practice in the library and information services 

sector. This award is peer- or self-nominated. Nominees may be: a 
personal member of ALIA or the nominated ALIA representative of 
an institutional member; a group comprising personal members or 

the nominated ALIA representatives of an institutional member;
or an institutional member.

M e tc a lfe  A w ard
The Metcalfe Award recognises high achievement by a personal 
financial member in their first five years of practice in libraries 
and information services. Achievement would be commensurate 

with experience and should show a contribution beyond the normal 
requirements of the nominee’s employment. This may include but 

not be limited to initiative, a commitment to innovation in practice, 
and leadership. This award is peer-nominated.

N om ination  form s
Nomination forms and further information: 

http://alia.org.au/awards/
ALIA National Office, P0 Box 6335, Kingston 2604 

awards@alia.org.au 02 6215 8235

Nominations close 1 August 2006
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