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C arolyn Bourke is the C o m m uni­
ty O utreach L ibrarian , Ch ild ren 
and Youth at the Fa irfie ld  C ity  

L ib rary Serv ice  in Sydney.

The judges described Caro lyn as an 
outstanding candidate w ho exceeds all 
the selection  crite ria  for the M arjo rie  
Cotton A w ard . She has established an 
im pressive range of program s across 
a ll ages, re g u la r ly  p io n e e rin g  new  
ideas to m axim ise  the reach of the l i­
brary. W o rk ing  in a co m m un ity  w ith  
a la rge c u ltu ra lly  and lin g u is t ic a lly  
d iverse  (C A LD ) b ackg round  C a ro lyn  
has been p a rticu la rly  sensitive to their 
needs and has targeted programs both 
inside and outside the library for these 
fam ilies .

C a ro lyn  is pass ionate  about see­
ing ch ild ren  reach their potential and 
b e lie ves that a love o f read ing  is an 
im portan t key to su c c e ss . She is a 
c re a tive  and in n o vative  th in ke r and 
is a lw ays  looking  for w ays to stretch 
h e rse lf and those aro u n d  her. P ro ­
grams at the Fairfie ld  L ibraries such as

Babytim e , O n lin e  Tutoring, Storytim e 
Partnerships, H om ew ork Centre, Youth 
Refuge partnersh ips , Fam ily  L ite racy  
and H SC  support are the result of her 
enthusiasm  and hard w ork .

She has d em o n stra ted  a strong 
co m m itm en t to p ro fess io na l lib ra ry  
n etw orks such  as the C h ild ren 's  L i­
b ra r ia n s  A ll ia n c e  W este rn  S yd n e y  
[C LA W S] and the A L IA  Ch ild ren 's and 
Youth Serv ices (N SW ) G roup w orking 
w ith  the com m ittee to provide co n tin ­
uing professional developm ent oppor­
tunities for lib rary staff and teacher li­
brarians w ork ing  w ith young people.

C aro lyn  represents pub lic libraries 
on com m ittees in the w id e r co m m u­
nity at local and national level. C aro ­
lyn  w as a m em ber o f the inaug ura l 
Read ing Sum m it 2005  'W ho  ever you 
are , w here  ever you are you can read 
a lo u d ' co m m ittee  co n ven ed  by the 
Departm ent of Education, Science and 
T rain ing . At the 2005  sum m it Caro lyn  
presented a session on read aloud pro­
grams for ch ild ren  from cu ltu ra lly  and

lingu istica lly  diverse backgrounds.

In a d d it io n  to her w o rk  at the 
Fa irfie ld  L ib ra rie s, C a ro lyn  has been 
teach ing  adults at TA FE  and through 
C om m un ity  C o lleg e , p laygroups and 
Fam ily  D ayca re  for the last 3 years . 
Stories are a lw ays used as part of the 
le a rn in g  p ro cess  and have  he lped  
bu ild  C aro lyn 's  reputation as an e n ­
tertain ing and inspiring teacher.

In 2005  Caro lyn  won the Jean Ar- 
not M em oria l Fe llo w sh ip  for her pa­
per on 'Bu ild ing  social capital through 
netw orking : how  pub lic  lib raries can 
be more than repositories of in form a­
tio n '. (Paper ava ilab le  at http ://w w w . 
s I. n s w. go v. a u/a bo u t/a wa rd s/a r n ot. cf m .) 
Caro lyn is to be congratulated on shar­
ing her exp erience  and expertise w ith 
others through w riting  articles and pa­
pers for professional literature.

She is a ro le m odel for a ll lib rar­
ians not just ch ildren 's and youth serv­
ices lib rarians.
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