
F i r s t  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  p a r t n e r s h i p

P ub lic  Libraries Australia (PLA) and the Australian Library 
and Inform ation Association (ALIA) announced in May that 
they are em barking on a process o f exp loring collaborative 

opportunities and the potential fo r a future partnership. "Forging 
a shared fu tu re " on page 4 o f the August 2006 issue o f inCite 
provides background and an overview of the consultative process 
currently underway. ALIA President Dagmar Schm idm aier AM ,
Executive D irec to r Sue H utley and I m et w ith  the PLA Board 
of D irectors in Sydney on 30 August to further the partnership 
discussions. This meeting was a very useful opportun ity  to share 
feedback, identify priorities and establish a strategic fram ew ork 
for the next steps in the process.

In general, feedback from members of both organisations is 
very supportive of the proposed partnership and acknowledges 
that w ork ing together is like ly  to produce significant benefits for 
both organisations. There are, however, some areas o f concern 
that must be addressed in the developm ent o f a successful part
nership. Am ongst these are find in g  an appropria te, cost-effec
tive membership model, ensuring effective com m unication to all 
members and m ain ta in ing separate identities of both organisa
tions but at the same tim e merging business.

The meeting agreed on a number of activities as the next steps 
in the partnership process, includ ing:

• To exchange in form ation about membership in order to de
velop and test new membership models.

• To jo in tly  co-ord inate and prom ote nationw ide pub lic  library 
marketing campaigns, specifica lly @Your Library throughout 
the year and Library Lovers Day on 14 February 2007.

N ik i Kallenberger, G e o ff Strem pel, Lynne M akin , Jan Richards a nd  

R obert K n ig h t leaving the  S tate L ib ra ry o f  NSW  a fte r  the  PLA Board  m e e tin g

• To convene a m ee ting  o f key p u b lic  lib ra ry  bodies in 
A pril 2007 to discuss matters o f mutual concern.

• To w ork together to strengthen relationships w ith  the state- 
based pu b lic  lib rary organisations in order to c la rify  roles 
and responsibilities and identify opportunities for tri-partite  
initiatives.

• To co-host a pu b lic  libraries conference in August 2007 in 
South Australia.

The consu lta tion  and co m m u n ica tion  process continues. 
Flowever, w ith  a federal e lection due in 2007, there is no better 
tim e than the present to begin w ork ing  together. Please contact 
me by e-m ail (n ik i.ka llenberger@ alia .org .au) w ith  your ideas, 
comments and questions.

N i k i  K a lle n b e rg e r , P L A /A L IA  P r o je c t  O f f ic e r

□ □ □
W a n t  t o  w o r k  i n  E u r o p e ?
These are just some of the roles we can help you find:
■  Librarians
■  Researchers
■  Cataloguers

■  Information Officers
■  Archivists
■  Web Administrators

Knowledge Managers 
Editors
Information Architects

■  Records Managers
■  Content Managers
■  Web Project Managers

Email your CV to tem ps@ tfpl.com  or call +44  (0)20 7332 6000
w tr t  Supporti

AGE POSI+IVE 2n d  Floor, T im es Square, 160 Q u ee n  V ic to ria  S treet, Londo n EC4V 4BF 
t: + 4 4  (0)20  7332  6000  f: + 4 4  (0 )870  333  7131 e: recru itm en t@ tfp l.co m
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