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L o c a l  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s

LLOs are ALIA representatives in 

each state/territory. Their duties 

include being a point of contact 

for members and non-members 

and ALIA groups.

ACT: Georgina Dale, ALIA, 

ph 02 6215 8229,

georgina.dale@alia.org.au 

NSW: pos ition  vacant

NT: Ana Govan, GPO Box 2096, 

Darwin NT 0801, ph 0401 

118 193, fx 08 8985 8038,

ana.govan@alia.org.au

QLD: Claudia Davies, 90 Crack- 

nell Road, Annerley 4103, 

ph 0407 964 967,

claudia.davies@alia.org.au

SA: position  vacant

TAS: Jane Jeppson, GPO Box 

1287, Hobart 7001, ph 03 

6231 9511, fx 03 6233 7506,

jane.jeppson@alia.org.au

VIC : Margie Anderson, 105 An

derson Street, Yarraville 3013, 

ph 03 9315 1090,

margie.anderson@alia.org.au

WA: p os ition  vacant

T he n e w  ye a r has b ro u g h t so m u c h  
ch a n g e  fo r  m e a lrea dy , in c lu d in g  a 
n e w  jo b  an d  an in te rs ta te  m ove . As 

you  know , w h e n  s ta rting  a ne w  jo b  the re  is 
great e x c ite m e n t and  a n tic ip a t io n , as w e ll 
as so m an y th in gs  to  o rgan ise  and  b e co m e  
fa m il ia r  w ith .  It is an h o n o u r  to  b e c o m e  
e xe cu tive  d ire c to r  o f A L IA . G ill H a lla m  has 
m e n tio n e d  som e o f the  re q u ire m en ts  o f the  
po s itio n  in her F ron tline  co lu m n  th is m on th .
I am  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  p ro v id in g  linkages 
w ith  the  B oard o f D ire c to rs , A L IA  N a tio n a l 
O ff ic e  sta ff, th e  c o m m u n ity ,  g o v e rn m e n t 
and o u r m any m em bers  to  p ro m o te  th e  in 
terests o f o u r p ro fess ion .

I 'm  n o t sure  if  'p a s s io n a te ' is th e  r ig h t 
w o rd , s o . . . i t  is p o ss ib ly  m y obsession w ith  
lib ra ries  th a t led m e to  th is  ro le . From  ca ta 
lo g u in g  m y h o m e  lib ra ry  (at the  age o f  8), 
m e n to re d  by m y scho o l lib ra r ia n , to  d o in g  
w o rk  e xp e rience  at the  loca l c o lle g e  library, 
be in g  a she lve r w h ile  at un ive rs ity  and then 
w o rk in g  in  spe c ia l, p u b lic ,  TAFE an d  a c a 
d e m ic  lib ra r ie s . I have been c o n tin u o u s ly  
in v o lv e d  w ith  A L IA  s in ce  g ra d u a tio n , and 
th e  A s s o c ia tio n  has g iven  m e som e o f  m y 
m o s t re w a rd in g  c a re e r e x p e rie n c e s . I am  
lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  c o n s o lid a tin g  m y lib ra ry  
exp e rience  and m y c o m m u n ity  in vo lve m e n t 

to  c o n tr ib u te  to  the  fu tu re  o f A L IA .

In 2 0 0 6  and b e yo n d  w e  w a n t to  e n 
cou ra g e  m o re  p e o p le  to  jo in  o u r p ro fe s
s ion  an d  to  stay w ith  it and  us. As on e  
o f  the  le tte rs in 'Y ou r v o ic e ' th is  m o n th  
suggests, som e w o u ld -b e  and  w o rk in g  
lib ra r ia n s  d o n 't  have the  best o f  e x p e r i
ences. F lo w  are  yo u  e n c o u ra g in g  y o u r

LIS students , y o u r  c o lle a g u e s  o r y o u r s ta ff 
to  m o v e  th ro u g h  th e ir  ca reers?  A L IA  is 
c o n t in u in g  to  e n h a n c e  the  range o f use fu l 
m e ch a n ism s  fo r  m em b ers  in th e  sec to r to  
su p p o rt each o ther. The e ffects o f is o la tio n  
o r  d is c o u ra g in g  c a re e r p ro sp e c ts  can  be 
re d u ce d  by jo in in g  o f  on e  o f A LIA 's m a n y  
g roups, b u t m em bers  o ften  need to  p ro v id e  
th a t in i t ia l  e n c o u ra g e m e n t fo r  fr ie n d s  o r  
co lle a g u e s  to  jo in .

The c o n tr ib u tio n  tha t m em bers  m ake to  
th e  w o rk  o f  A L IA  is, and  a lw ays has been, 
p h e n o m e n a l. W e  w a n t to  e n cou rage  m e m 
bers to  be in v o lv e d  w ith  A L IA  and  to  keep 
o u r c o m m u n ic a tio n  channels w ith  you w id e  
op en . I h o p e  to  m ee t m any A L IA  m em bers  
o v e r th e  n e x t fe w  years and  to  have  th e  
c h a n ce  to  d iscuss y o u r hopes and  d ream s 
fo r the  assoc ia tion . In the  m ean tim e , do  no t 
hes ita te  to  c o n ta c t m e by p h o n e  o r e -m a il 
to  g ive  m e y o u r  th o u g h ts  on  th e  fu tu re  o f 
your a sso c ia tio n .

In ea ch  sta te  lo c a l lia is o n  o ff ic e rs , o r  
LLOs, p ro v id e  a v a lu a b le  lin k  to  A L IA  and 
can  p ro v id e  d ire c t io n  to  m em bers  in th e ir  
re g io n s . W e  say 'fa re w e ll '  th is  m o n th  to  
Kay P oustie , w h o  has res igned as LLO  fo r 
W este rn  A u s tra lia , b u t w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  be 
in v o lv e d  w i th  A L IA  th ro u g h  o th e r  c o m 
m itm e n ts , in c lu d in g  p ro g ra m  c o n v e n o r  o f 
C L IC K 06 . Kay w as th e  firs t LLO  a p p o in te d  
in  2 0 0 2 . She has d o n e  a w o n d e r fu l jo b  
an d  w e  th a n k  he r fo r  he r c o n tr ib u t io n  to  
th e  A s s o c ia tio n . C la u d ia  D av ies  has been 
a p p o in te d  as LLO  in Q u e e n s la n d , and  she 
lo oks  fo rw a rd  to  h e a ring  fro m  Q u e e n s la n d  
m em bers . ■

National licensing proposal
F o r som e years in d iv id u a l lib ra r ie s  

a n d  A u s tra lia n  lib ra r y  c o n s o r t ia  
have subscribed  to a va rie ty  o f e le c 

t ro n ic  resources. H o w eve r, the re  are s till 
som e A us tra lians  w h o  do  no t have access 
to  resources th e y  w o u ld  lik e  to  use, s im 
p ly  because  th e y  are n o t a ff ilia te d  w ith  a 
lib ra ry  w h ic h  subscribes to  the  resources 
th e y 're  in te res ted  in.

In response  to  the  2 0 0 3  re c o m m e n 
d a tio n s  o f  th e  P a rlia m e n t o f  A u s tra lia 's  
Senate In q u iry  in to  the  R ole o f L ib ra ries  
in the  O n lin e  E n v iro n m e n t, the  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  o f A us tra lia  con ven ed  Site L icens
in g  F orum s in 2 0 0 4 -2 0 0 5 ,  w i th  re p re 
sen ta tives fro m  a range o f lib ra ry  g roups 
and con sortia . These d iscussions gave rise 
to  the  N a tio n a l L icen s ing  P roposa l (NLP) 
R e fe rence  G ro u p  in O c to b e r  2 0 0 5 . The 
R efe rence  G ro u p , w ith  su p p o rt fro m  the  
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry , w i l l  c re a te  a n a t io n a l

s ite  lic e n c e  a g re e m e n t fo r  se lec ted  fu l l -  
tex t databases.

The R efe rence  G ro u p  issued a survey 
o f e le c tro n ic  p ro du c ts  in D e ce m b e r 20 05  
a n d  w a s  p le a s e d  to  h a v e  re c e iv e d  
o v e r 7 6 0  responses fro m  w id e  range  o f 
A u s tra lia n  lib ra r ie s . The to p  p r io r ity  fo r  
A u s tra lia n  lib ra ries  was fo u n d  to  be new s 
an d  c u rre n t a ffa irs  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ices  
(73 .9  pe r cent), fo llo w e d  by genera l refer
en ce  (7 1 .9  pe r cen t) and h e a lth  in fo rm a 
t io n  databases (4 4 .4  per cen t).

K eep  in fo rm e d  a n d  g e t in v o lv e d  
th ro u g h  the  NLP w e b s ite  h t tp : / /w w w .n la . 
g o v .a u /n lp / and NLP-L d iscuss ion  list. A l
te rna tive ly , e -m a il n lp@ nla .gov.au o r c o n 
ta c t any o f  the  m em bers  o f the  R efe rence 
G ro u p  d ir e c t ly  (h t tp : / /w w w .n la .g o v .a u /  
n lp /re fe re n c e g ro u p .h tm l) .

N a t io n a l  L ic e n s in g  P ro p o s a l R e fe re n c e  G ro u p
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