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teacher-lib ra rian  h o ld s re c 

o g n ise d  tea ch in g  q u a lif ica 

tio n s a n d  q u a lif ica t io n s  in 

l ib ra r ia n sh ip , d e f in e d  as e l ig ib i l 

ity  fo r  A s s o c ia te  (ie , p ro fe ss io n a l)  

m e m b e r s h ip  o f  th e  A u s t ra l ia n  

L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo rm a tio n  A s s o c ia 

tion (A L IA ). Austra lian  L ib ra ry  a n d  

In fo rm ation  A ssoc ia tion /A u stra lian  

S ch o o l L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n , Learn 

ing for the future: deve lop ing  infor

m ation se rv ice s  in sch o o ls , 2 0 0 1 ,

2 n d  ed , C u rr icu lu m  C o rp o ra tio n , 

Carlton  Sou th .

W h ile  te ach e r- lib ra ria n s  have p ro fes

sio na l kn o w le d g e , p ra c tice  and c o m m it

m ent in com m on w ith  lib ra ria n s  in o ther 

secto rs, they are  un iq u e  in that th e ir ro le  

dem ands d irect invo lvem ent w ith  the core 

function  of the ir ed ucation a l o rgan isation : 

teach in g . In pa rtnersh ip  w ith  o ther m em 

bers of the te ach in g  p ro fe ss io n , teacher- 

lib ra r ia n s  d e liv e r  the c u rr ic u lu m  w ith  a 

strong em phasis on the d eve lopm ent of in 

form ation  literacy. C u rr icu lu m  know ledg e  

and pedagogy are co m b in e d  w ith  lib ra ry  

and in fo rm ation  m anagem ent know ledg e  

and sk ills . Learn ing for the Fu tu re : d e v e lo p 

ing in fo rm ation  se rv ic e s  in sch o o ls , a jo in t 

p u b lica tio n  from  A L IA  and the A ustra lian  

School L ibrary A ssociation  (A SLA ) provides 

a fram ew ork for everyth ing  that happens in 

schoo l lib raries .

The  S ta n d a rd s o f  p ro fe s s io n a l e x c e l 

le n c e  fo r teacher-libra rians  are an essentia l 

p o in t o f re fe re n ce  fo r te a c h e r- lib ra r ia n s  

w hen  p lann ing  th e ir ongoing pro fessional 

d e ve lo p m e n t. Th e  S tandards w e re  d e v e l

oped by the A L IA  /A S LA  P o licy  A d v iso ry  

G ro up  as one of several im portant pro jects. 

Th is group has a brief to foster regular c o n 

su lta tion  b etw een  the tw o  peak  n atio n a l 

bo d ies c o n ce rn e d  w ith  sch o o l lib ra r ie s , 

A L IA  and A S LA . T h e ir cu rren t focus is on 

the ed ucatio n , both p re-serv ice  and post

graduate, of teacher-lib rarians.

Informal post-graduate 
professional development
There  are several avenues for pro fessional 

developm ent ava ilab le  to teacher-lib rarians 

that do not attract a form al q u a lif ica tio n .

I .  A L IA  S ch o o ls  V icto ria

A L IA  Schoo ls V icto ria  is the o n ly  A L IA  

g roup that is s p e c if ic a l ly  for sch o o ls  and 

one of its goals is to p rov ide  p ro fessiona l 

d e ve lo p m e n t fo r te a c h e r- lib ra r ia n s . For 

m an y ye a rs , the  c o m m itte e  has o ffe red  

sess io n s  that have a hand s-on  p ra c t ic a l 

em phasis . These have covered  a ll the five 

dom ains in Lea rn in g  fo r the Fu tu re : lea rn 

ers and learn ing , teachers and teach ing , re

sourcing  the cu rric u lu m , fac ilita tin g  access 

to in form ation  and d eve lop ing  the physica l 

env ironm ent. The w id e  range of top ics re

flects the dual ro le o f the teacher-lib rarian  

and has been resp o n sive  to the requests 

o f m em bers. Sessions have in c lu d e d : E v i

dence-based p ractice , N otem aking , P lag ia

rism , V icto rian  Essential Learn ing  Standards 

(V E L S ) and  c u r r ic u lu m  d o c u m e n ta t io n /  

P ro fessiona l Portfo lios, E ffective  lite ratu re  

p rom otio n , M ak in g  the S tan d a rd s o f  p r o 

fe ss io n a l e x c e l le n c e  fo r tea ch e r- lib ra ria n s  

w o rk  for you, D esign ing  the do-able assign

m ent, and C o lle c tio n  d eve lopm ent.

In o rd e r to p ro v id e  a s e rv ic e  to the 

m any schoo l m em bers w h o  do not live  in 

V ic to r ia , the group has a co m m itm e n t to 

d eve lo p in g  th e ir w e b s ite  and using  e le c 

tro n ic  se m in a rs . T h e re  h ave  been  th ree  

o n lin e  fo ru m s ; th e  m ost re ce n t w a s  on 

C o pyrigh t. The role and use o f the group's 

e-list as a ve h ic le  for co lleg ia l d iscussion  is 

a prio rity  for 2 0 0 6 .

2 . P ro fess io n a l d e ve lo p m e n t w ith in  the l i

b ra ry  se c to r

S e ve ra l o th e r o rg a n isa t io n s  p ro v id e  

sem inars and w orkshops for teacher-lib rar

ians so that they can  m aintain  best p ractice . 

These  in c lu d e  the state a ffilia te s  o f A S L A  

and  S LA V  (Sch oo l L ib ra ry  A sso c ia t io n  of 

V ic to ria ) . Th ere  are m any co n fe re n ce s o r

ganised by library associations that are held 

e ither an n u a lly  or b ie n n ia lly : A L IA , A S LA , 

Internationa l A ssocia tion  o f Schoo l L ib ra r

ies (IA SL) and the N S W  C a th o lic  Teachers 

N etw ork , to nam e a few .

P ro fessiona l netw orks a lso  p rovide  o p 

p o rtun it ies for p ro fession a l d eve lo p m e n t. 

O ften  these are a ffilia ted  w ith  an um bre lla  

o rg an isation  such as A S L A , or they co u ld  

be regional or sector-based . In som e cases 

the n e tw o rk  has been fo rm ed  to supp ort 

users o f sp e c if ic  lib ra ry  so ftw are  packages 

and the m em bersh ip  is w id e r than teacher- 

lib ra rians. In creas in g ly  e le c tro n ic  co m m u 

n ication  such as O Z T L n e t  is being used.

3 . P ro fe s s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t  w ith in  th e  

ed u ca tio n  se c to r

Sessions offered have a focus on state 

leve l c u rr ic u lu m  in itia tives and IC T S . The 

T e ach e r Le a rn in g  N e tw o rk  (T L N ), an a f

filia te  o f the A u stra lian  E d u ca tio n  U n io n  

(A E U ) , su b je c t a s s o c ia t io n s  such  as the 

A ustra lian  A sso c ia tio n  of Teachers o f Eng

lish (A A TE) and its state a ffilia tes , overseas 

providers, school and sector-based profes

sional deve lopm ent: all p rovide op portun i

ties for teach e r- lib ra rians to m ain ta in  cu r

rent know ledge of cu rr ic u lu m  in itia tives .

W ith  the current em phasis on co m p u 

ter lite racy , teach e r- lib ra rians have a ccess

to a w id e  range o f p ro fess io n a l d e ve lo p 

m ent to hone the ir IC T  sk il ls . O n c e  again 

co n fe re n c e s , se m in a rs  and  n e tw o rks are 

ava ilab le .

4. P ro fe ss io n a l rea d in g

P ro fe ss io n a l jo u rn a ls  fa ll in to  th ree  

m ain  categories: pu b lica tio n s w ritten  spe

c if ic a lly  for teach er-lib ra rians, for instance 

Scan , A c c e ss , F Y I and Synergy , those about 

ch ild ren 's and ado lescent literature such as 

V ie w p o in t  and M a g p ie s  and those from  the 

education  sector.

Formal post-graduate professional 
development
M any teach e r- lib ra rians have form al post

graduate qualifications, w h ich  may be in the 

fie lds of lib ra riansh ip , ch ild ren 's literature, 

business , in fo rm ation  stud ies, in form ation  

technology, education  or student w e lfa re . 

Where to go
Tea ch e r- lib ra ria n  stan da rds  

S ta n d a rd s  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  e x c e l l e n c e  

fo r  te a c h e r- l ib ra r ia n s  (A L IA  and  A S L A ), 

h ttp ://a lia .o rg .au /po lic ies/teacher-lib ra rian . 

stan d ard s .h tm l or h ttp ://w w w .as la .o rg .au / 

p o licy/stand ard s.h tm

A sso c ia t io n s

A u s t ra lia n  S c h o o l L ib ra r y  A s s o c ia t io n  

(A S LA ), h ttp ://w w w .as la .o rg .au

S c h o o l L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  o f V ic to r ia  

(S LA V ), h ttp ://w w w .s lav .sch o o ls .n e t.au

In ternationa l A sso c ia tio n  of Schoo l L ib ra r

iansh ip  (IA S L ), h ttp ://w w w .ias l-s lo .o rg  

Lea rn in g  fo r the fu tu re

A S LA , Fram ew o rk : h ttp ://w w w .asla .o rg .au / 

fram e/

Five dom ains of the LR C  (Education D epart

m ent W A ), h ttp ://w w w .e d d e p t.w a .e d u .au / 

cm is/eva l/ lib ra ry/d o m ains/ ind ex .h tm

O n lin e  C o m m u n itie s

EdN A : Teacher lib rarians, h ttp ://w w w .edna .

edu .au/edna/go/p id/975/

O Z T L _ N E T , O n lin e  co m m u n ity  for in fo r

m ation p ro fessiona ls in A ustra lian  schoo ls ,

h ttp :/ /w w w .c su .e d u .a u /fa c u lty /sc ia g r/s is /  

c s t l/o z t l_n e t/  -  g e n e ra l in fo rm a tio n  and  

A rch ive s  

Jo u rn a ls

F Y I, S L A V  q u a rte r ly  jo u rn a l/n e w s le tte r ,

h ttp ://w w w .s lav .sch o o ls .n e t.au /fy i.h tm l 

S y n e rg y , S LA V  jo u rn a l , h ttp :/ /w w w .s la v . 

sch oo ls .n e t.au /syn e rgy .h tm l 

S c a n , Q u a r te r ly  jo u rn a l p ro d u c e d  by 

the N S W  D e p a rtm e n t o f E d u ca tio n  and  

T ra in in g , h ttp ://w w w .sch o o ls .n sw .e d u .a u /  

schoo l I ib ra ries/scan /ind ex .h tm  ■
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