
CSU celebrates the 30th anniversary 
of its library education programs

O n 12 N o ve m b e r 2 0 0 5 , the Sch o o l o f L ib ra ry  and  In fo r

m ation  M an ag em en t at C h a rle s  Sturt U n iv e rs ity  hosted 

a d in n e r  on  c a m p u s  to c e le b ra te  3 0  y e a rs  o f lib ra ry  

an d  in fo rm atio n  stu d ies at C S U . G ro w in g  from  a first in take  of 

a ro u n d  3 0  students in 1 9 7 5 , e n ro lm e n ts  re ach e d  o ve r 1 4 0 0  in 

2 0 0 5 , m ak in g  it the la rgest so u rce  o f lib ra ry  g rad u ates in A u s 

tra lia  and  a s ig n if ica n t p laye r in a n u m b e r o f o ve rse as  m arke ts , 

in c lu d in g  H o n g  Kong  and  M a u r it iu s . C e le b ra t in g  th is  g ro w th , 

c u rre n t and  fo rm er staff and  students jo in e d  w ith  in v ited  guests 

to a c k n o w le d g e  th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  m ad e , re m in is c e  o v e r  the 

good -  and  the not so good -  tim es and  s o c ia lis e  w ith  fo rm er 

fr ie n d s  and  c o lle a g u e s .

T h e  k e y n o te  sp e a k e r  fo r the  e v e n in g  w a s  P ro fe sso r Jo yc e  

K irk , p ro  v ic e -c h a n c e llo r  (Students) at R M IT  and  fo rm er le c tu re r 

at C S U  w h e n  it w a s  k n o w n  as the  R iv e r in a -M u rra y  Institu te  o f 

H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  an d  R iv e r in a  C A E . Jo y c e  p ro v id e d  a w id e -  

ran g in g  ta lk , c o ve r in g  her in vo lve m e n t w ith  C S U  and  its p re d 

e ce sso rs  and  her m e m o rie s  o f v a r io u s  c h a ra c te rs  an d  in c id e n ts  

o ve r that t im e . Sh e  c o n c lu d e d  w ith  a tr ib u te  to the  la te  A n n e  

C ly d e  (ano ther fo rm er staff m em ber), a ck n o w le d g in g  that A nn e 's 

fo rw a rd  th in k in g  ap p ro a ch  to d is ta n ce  e d u ca tio n  had p layed  a 

v ita l ro le  in d e ve lo p in g  the te a ch e r- lib ra r ia n  p rog ram  at C S U .

O th e r speakers in c lu d e d  Roy Sanders, a se n io r lec tu re r at the 

S ch o o l and  seco n d -lo n g est se rv in g  staff m e m b e r (o ve r 25  years) 

w h o  fo re sh ad o w e d  the e s tab lish m e n t o f an a c t iv e  a lu m n i p ro 

gram  an d  Jake  W a ll is , the n ew est staff m em b er -  he has been  at 

C S U  (and  in the  co u n try ) fo r o n ly  3 m o n ths .

Professor Ross Harvey (CSU), P rofessor Joyce Kirk (guest speaker) 
and Damien Lodge (CSU)

G u e sts  at the  d in n e r in c lu d e d  the fo u n d atio n  H e ad  o f the 

S ch o o l, Ed w ard  R e id -S m ith , M arg y  B urn  from  the N atio n a l L i

b ra ry  o f A u s tra lia , Jo an  R u th ve n  (the  firs t s tu d en t e n ro lle d  in 

C S U 's  D o c to r o f In fo rm atio n  M an ag em en t) and  B rian  P lu m m e r 

(a g raduate  from  the first c la s s  and  n o w  co -o rd in a to r lib ra ry  IT 

se rv ic e s , R iv e r in a  R eg io n a l L ib ra ry ).

A ro u n d  50  peo p le  e n jo ye d  the e ven in g , w h ic h  left eve ryo n e  

fe e lin g  that the S c h o o l, w ith  its h e a lth y  e n ro lm e n t fig u res , in 

c lu d in g  the ra p id ly  g ro w in g  n u m b e r o f h ig her degree research  

students (c u rre n tly  n u m b e rin g  ab o ut 3 0 ) and  in c re a s in g  fo cu s 

on re se a rch , had in d eed  a bright fu tu re . ■
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