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C o p y r ig h t  g iv e s  r is e  to  m a n y  m y th s , 

m ost o f w h ic h  a re  re m a rk a b ly  d if f ic u lt  

to d is c re d it  an d  w h ic h  ke e p  re s u r fa c 

ing  in d iffe re n t fo rm s  as te c h n o lo g y  c h a n g e s  

an d  c o p y r ig h t la w  stru g g les to ke e p  u p . H e re  

a re  a fe w  o f th e  m o re  p e rs is te n t.

There is no copyright notice on the 
publication, I can use it without permission.
T h e  a b s e n c e  o f a c o p y r ig h t  n o t ic e  d o e s  not 

m e an  th a t th e  w o rk  is no t c o p y r ig h t . T h e re  is 

no legal re q u ire m e n t fo r a c o p y rig h t n o tic e  to 

be p re se n t. A  c o p y r ig h t  sta te m e n t d o es m a k e  

it e a s ie r  to t ra c e 9 9  th e  c o p y r ig h t  o w n e r  an d  

se e k  p e rm iss io n  to co p y .

The work is on the internet
so it's in the public domain. I can use it.
T h e  fa c t that a w o rk  is po sted  on  th e  in te rn e t 

d o e s  not m a g ic a lly  m a k e  it fre e  o f c o p y r ig h t  

p ro te c t io n . T h e  te rm  'p u b lic  d o m a in ' is b a n 

d ie d  a b o u t  w it h o u t  m u c h  u n d e rs ta n d in g . 

T h e re  a re  so m e  ty p e s  o f w o rk  that a re  in th e  

p u b lic  d o m a in . A n y th in g  e ls e  s h o u ld  be  re 

g a rd e d  as c o p y r ig h t  p ro te c te d .

• O ld e r  m a te ria l in w h ic h  c o p y rig h t has e x 

p ire d .

• M a te ria l in w h ic h  co p y rig h t n e ve r e x is te d , 

p e rh a p s  b e c a u s e  it d id  o r d o es not re ach  

th e  th re s h o ld  o f  o r ig in a lit y  re q u ire d  fo r 

p ro te c t io n .

• W o rk s  w h ic h  th e  c o p y r ig h t  o w n e r  h a s  

p la c e d  in  th e  p u b lic  d o m a in  b y  u s in g  a 

d e v ic e  su ch  as a C re a t iv e  C o m m o n s  'n o  

righ ts re se rv e d ' l ic e n c e .

The author is dead, so copyright has expired. 
W ith  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  A u s t r a l ia  

U n ite d  States Free  T rad e  A g re e m e n t (A U S F T A ) 

A m e n d m e n ts  in  Jan  2 0 0 5  d u ra t io n  o f c o p y 

right w a s  in c re a se d  to 7 0  ye a rs  a fter th e  death  

o f th e  au th o r. P r io r  to that the  te rm  w a s  d eath  

p lu s  5 0  y e a rs .

The author has been dead for more than 
70 years, I can copy a few chapters from a 
recent edition of their work.
A lth o u g h  th e  a u th o r's  c o p y r ig h t  h as e x p ire d , 

th e  ty p o g ra p h ic a l a n d  te x tu a l a r ra n g e m e n t  

o f a n e w  e d it io n  o f th e  w o rk  is c o p y r ig h t  fo r

2 5  y e a rs  a fte r th e  d a te  o f p u b l ic a t io n . Lo o k  

fo r an  e a r l ie r  e d it io n .

The work is anonymous so 
I don't need to worry about copyright.
A n o n y m o u s  w o rk s  a re  p ro tected  b y  co p y rig h t 

u n til 7 0  ye a rs  a fte r th e  y e a r  o f p u b lic a t io n . 

I'm not going to use the copy for commercial 
purposes, I won't be breaching copyright.
A p a rt fro m  th e  fa ir  d e a lin g  e x c e p t io n s  (w h ic h  

a l lo w  sm a ll a m o u n ts  to be c o p ie d  fo r sp e c if ic  

p u rp o se s) th e  p u rp o se  fo r w h ic h  th e  c o p y  is 

to  be  used  is ir re le v a n t .

I asked for permission and received 
no response, I can go ahead and copy.
P e rv e r s e ly , th e  fa c t  th a t  y o u  h a v e  t r ie d  to 

o b ta in  p e rm is s io n  o n ly  m a k e s  th e  o f fe n c e  

w o rs e  -  it in d ic a te s  th a t y o u  a re  a w a re  that 

c o p y r ig h t  e x is ts  bu t yo u  s t ill w e n t  a h e a d . 

I've tried to find the copyright owner 
without success, I can make a copy.
A s  in th e  p re v io u s  c a s e , th is  is n o t a v a l id  

e x c u s e .  T h e  A u s t r a l ia n  C o p y r ig h t  C o u n 

c i l  p r o v id e s  g u id a n c e  o n  t r a c in g  c o p y 

r ig h t  o w n e r s  in  it 's  p u b l i c a t io n  G 5 1  

'O w n e rs  o f co p yrig h t: h o w  to f in d ' h ttp ://w w w . 

c o p y rig h t .o rg .a u /p u b lic a t io n s / in fo sh e e ts .h tm . 

K e e p  try in g !

The work is 'out-of-print' so I can copy it.
'O u t - o f- p r in t ' d o e s  not m e a n  'o u t  o f c o p y 

r ig h t'. T h e  p u b lis h e r  m ay  b e  in te n d in g  to re 

is su e  o r th e  righ ts m ay  h a ve  been  bo ug ht by 

so m e o n e  e lse .

I can show a video to a group 
of people without permission 
if I don't charge them admission.

If th e  g ro u p  o f p e o p le  c o m e  to g e th e r fo r an y  

o th e r th an  a 'd o m e s t ic ' p u rp o se , fo r e x a m p le  

if th e y  a re  m e m b e rs  o f a c lu b  o r s o c ie ty  then 

yo u  m ust o b ta in  p e rm iss io n  from  th e  d is tr ib u 

tor. You m ay  a lso  h a ve  to p a y  a l ic e n c e  fee .

O n  th e  w h o le  lib ra r ia n s  a re  a w a re  o f c o p 

y rig h t issues and  a n x io u s  to d o  the right th ing , 

h o w e v e r  th e y  a re  ju st as l ik e ly  as a n y o n e  to 

b e lie v e  m a n y  o f th e  a b o v e  m y th s . If yo u  a re  

in an y  d o u b t, p le a se  d o n 't h e s ita te  to c o n ta c t 

th e  A L IA  c o p y r ig h t o ff ic e r . ■

Ifdli
fret-well-downing  

inform atics

H a  meta-search engines for

catalogues, databases & the web 

VMM  document delivery & ILL 

management system

meta-search engine for 
citizen’s information

B u i l d i n g  B r i d g e s  t o  D e l i v e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

W e  h a v e  g lo b a l e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  e x p e r t is e  in 

d e v e lo p in g  a n d  d e liv e r in g  s o f tw a re  s o lu t io n s  to  

m a k e  y o u r  in fo rm a t io n  w o rk  m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly  fo r  

y o u  - a n d  y o u r  c u s t o m e r s . F ro m  o u r  A u s t ra lia n  

o f f ic e , w e  o ffe r  c o m p re h e n s iv e , o n - th e -g ro u n d  

o p e ra t io n s  a n d  s u p p o r t  s e r v ic e s  - in c lu d in g  

A S P , m a n a g e d  & h o s te d  s e r v ic e s ,  c o n s u lta n c y , 

im p le m e n ta t io n , t ra in in g  a n d  h e lp  d e s k .
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