
Remember when we danced in the street?
Alison Miles

L ib ra rian s  at M aryb o ro u g h  C ity  L ib ra ry  a re  e n jo y in g  d ra w 

ing out lo c a l re siden ts ' pe rso n a l sto rie s  o f th e  past in the 

reco rd ed  o ra l h isto ry  e le m e n t of th e ir 'R e m e m b e r W h e n ' 

p ro je c t . H u n d re d s  o f ph o tog rap hs have a lre a d y  been  se lected  

and  lo aded  as the  first step in a p ro ject d esig ned  to be in te ra c 

tive , in fo rm ative  and  d is t in c t ly  M a ryb o ro u g h -fla vo u re d .

Jen n ife r C a m p b e ll (c lien t se rv ices lib ra rian ) and Robyn  D o w l

ing (c ity  lib ra ria n ) are  cu rre n tly  c o lle c t in g  and  re co rd in g  around  

tw e n ty  s to rie s  to a c c o m p a n y  h is to r ic  p h o to g rap h s an d  n e w s 

footage on C D - R O M ; funded  by a State L ib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s la n d  

g rant in the Q u e e n s la n d  S to ries p ro je c t. P ro je c ts  a re  d esigned  

to engage the c o m m u n ity  in d eve lo p in g  a 'd ive rse  c o lle c t io n  of 

p o p u la r stories about Q u e e n s lan d , its peo p le , p la ce s , land scap es 

and  e co lo g y ' w h ils t  b u ild in g  m u lti-m ed ia  lite ra cy  (S L Q  L ib ra ry  

S trateg ic  D e ve lo p m e n t G ran ts  2 0 0 4 ) . Each  c ity  has its o w n  c o l

o u rfu l ch a rac te rs  and  s ig n ifica n t even ts, and  the p u b lic  lib ra ry  is 

in a u n iq u e  po sitio n  to p reserve  these c o lle c t iv e  m em o rie s  and 

p ro v id e  o p p o rtu n itie s  for lo ca l lea rn ing  and  d e ve lo p m e n t.

A d h e rin g  to the  o ld  lib ra ry  adage that 'if  it's w o rth  p reserv ing  

then it's w o rth  p ro v id in g  p roper a c c e ss ', the 'R e m e m b e r W h e n ' 

p ro ject, laun ched  in M ay 2 0 0 6 , w il l have tw o  p roduct ou tcom es: 

a photograph ca ta lo g u e , m ade a va ila b le  th rough  M arybo rou gh 's 

w e b O P A C ; and  a C D - R O M  co n ta in in g  a se rie s  o f photographs 

on th em es (stree tscapes , fe stiva ls , lo ca l p e o p le ), e n h a n ce d  w ith  

lo ca ls  te llin g  th e ir o w n  stories about these s ig n if ica n t even ts and 

sp e c ia l p la ce s .

M a ry b o ro u g h  L ib ra ry  a lre a d y  had a su b sta n tia l c o lle c t io n  

o f h is to r ic a l ph o to g rap hs (m an y  d onated  so m e ye a rs  ago by a 

fo rm er C o u n c il e m p lo ye e ), but w ith  little  d e sc r ip t iv e  d eta il they
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the  c o lle c t io n  fo cu s w as the 'h u m an  e le m e n t o f M arybo rou gh 's 

h is to ry ; th e  w a y  p e o p le  liv e d , th e  w a y  th e y  fa rm e d  the land , 

(the  w a y  th e y  used  the rive r) and  p a r t ic u la r ly  fe s t iv a ls .' O n e  

g en tlem an  b rought photos o f a w a rtim e  festiva l for w h ic h  lo ca ls  

had b u ilt  a re p lic a  o f the A rc  de T rio m p h e  in the m a in  street to 

ce le b ra te  v ic to ry . A  w o n d e rfu l e x c u se  to d a n ce  in the street!

A n o th e r lo ca l g en tlem an , a m an o f m an y  sto ries , re lated  to 

Robyn  an in teresting  ta le  o f his fam ily 's  in vo lve m e n t in the little- 

kno w n  ch a rco a l burn ing  industry. N ew s footage covers a po pu lar 

c y c lin g  e ve n t, the floods o f the 19 7 0 s  and  la u n c h in g  boats from  

W a lk e rs  (an in stitu tion a l in d ustria l firm  in to w n ).

Th e  C D - R O M  e n h an ce s  e x is t in g  w ritte n  h isto rie s  o f M a ry 

borough w ith  an in te ractive  m ed iu m . L ib ra r ian s  w o rked  w ith  the 

p ro je c t te c h n ic ia n  to m ake it a ttractive  and  u se r-frien d ly  for a ll 

ages, in c lu d in g  sch o o l ch ild re n . Jenn ifer's e x p e r ie n c e  in e d u c a 

tion has ensured  a structu re that a llo w s  v ie w e rs  to se lect p a rticu 

la r photos from  m enus a cco rd in g  to th e ir search  req u irem ents . 

T h e  C D - R O M  has been d istributed  to a ll lo ca l sch o o ls  for use by 

sch o o l c h ild re n , and  is n o w  a va ila b le  for sa le .

M arybo rou gh  C ity  L ib rary 's 'R em em b er W h e n ' p ro ject a p p li

ca tion  w as  one o f 33 successfu l grant ap p lica tio n s  from  p u b lic  li

b ra ries th roughout Q u e e n s lan d . The  State L ib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s lan d  

L ib ra ry  S tra teg ic  D e ve lo p m e n t G ra n ts  2 0 0 4 : Q u e e n s la n d  Sto

ries G u id e lin e s  are  a va ila b le  at h ttp ://w w w .s lq .q ld .g o v .au /_d a ta /  

a sse ts /w o rd _d o c/1 1 8 1 9 /S D G g u id e lin e s0 4 .d o c .

Alison Miles is a library assistant at the Maryborough City Library 
ph 07 4121 7401, ali.miles@bigpond.com

Call for expressions of interest 
ALIA New Librarians' Symposium 4

ALIA would like to receive expressions of interest in hosting the 
New Librarians' Symposium (NLS4) in 2008 from groups in Austral
ia and the Pacific. The NLS4 organising committee should aim:
• to showcase professional and career development for new 

graduates;
• to challenge delegates to build new skills;
• to provide a forum to meet and network with other new 

graduates and leaders in the industry; and
• to generate a financial surplus for the Association.

Interested members and groups can seek advice from the 
events manager, Jane Hardy, and from previous symposium com
mittees. The organising committee should expect 200-300 del
egates. Please contact Jane at ALIA National Office, ph 02 6215 
8235 or jane.hardy@alia.org.au for further information and the 
documentation setting out the points to be covered in the sub
mission.
The closing date for expressions of interest is 1 July 2006. ■

16 / / /  C V May 2006

http://www.ckdesign.conn.au
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/_data/
mailto:ali.miles@bigpond.com
mailto:jane.hardy@alia.org.au

