
The Library Profession 
in Australia and the RQF
A report on A LIA 's ro le  in the A u stra lian  G o ve rnm en t's  Research  

Q u a lity  F ram ew o rk  (R Q F ) d iscu ss io n s  ap peared  in a recent issue o f 

in C ite . Th e  D E S T  w e b s ite  for th is in it ia t ive  is at <http://www.dest. 
gov.au/sectors/research_sector/policies_issues_reviews/key_issues/ 
research_quality_framework/>.

Just w h en  w e  thought w e 'd  a lm ost f in a lise d  our con trib u tio n  to the 

R Q F  d iscu ss io n , an o th er request cam e  for rep resentation  at yet another 

Panel 11 m eeting . In a tten d an ce  for the LIS  secto r w e re  D r Kerry  Sm ith  

and Em eritus Pro fessor D on  S ch au d e r (A L IA ), jo in e d  by Eve W o odb erry , 

P residen t o f C A U L  and A n d re w  W e lls  the C A U L  D e p u ty  President.

Panel 11 w as the group w ith  the longest list o f outstand ing  issues 

need ing  to be re so lved . The  m eeting  w as a lso  an op portun ity  to m eet 

Panel C h a ir , P ro fessor F J ila ry  C h a rle sw o rth , an exp e rt in In ternationa l 

Law  from  the A N U .

W h y  d id  Panel 11 stand out in th is w ay? Its general title  is Law , 

Edu cation  and Pro fessiona l P rac tice . W h e n  you co n s id e r its m em ber

sh ip  categ ories w h ic h , as w e ll as lib ra r ia n sh ip , in c lu d e  jo u rn a lism , 

co m m u n ica tio n  and  the m ed ia ; o ther jo u rn a lism ; ed ucatio n  stud ies, 

c u rr ic u lu m  stud ies, p ro fession a l d eve lo p m en t of teachers, o ther 

e d u ca tio n ; so c ia l w o rk ; cu ra to ria l stud ies; p ro fession a l d eve lop m ent of 

p ractitio n e rs ; ju s t ic e  and legal stud ies ; law  e n fo rcem en t; and o ther law , 

the research  p rac tice s of such  a d ive rse  group w e re  cau sin g  p rob lem s 

o f d e fin itio n  and sco p e  in D E S T  c irc le s .

W e  m et to d iscu ss potentia l m easu res o f q u a lity  and im p act of research  

em an atin g  from  these d is c ip lin e s . Th e  LIS group endeavoured  to ensure  

co n sid e ra tio n  o f the:

• non in c lu s io n  o f c ita tio n s and  c ita tio n  ran k in g  in LIS research  

m easu res exce p t w h en  they are  in c lu d e d  as strong e v id e n ce  

in the 'co n te xt statem ent' and  'bod y o f w o rk ' in a research  centre  

su b m iss io n . W h y? B e cau se  it w as  c le a r ly  stated that less than 2 0 %  

o f a ll Panel 11 research  ap pears in ISI (Institu te o f S c ie n tific  

In fo rm ation ) listed  jo u rn a ls .

• non rank ing  o f LIS  jo u rn a ls  in m easu res o f q ua lity . W h y? 

P a rticu la rly  w h en  ou r A u stra lian  LIS  e d ucato r and research  secto r 

has und ertaken  a rank ing  e x e rc ise  o f jo u rn a l titles? It w as the 

general v ie w  o f the m eeting  that if D E S T  accep ts  jo u rn a l titles 

und er the general ca teg o ries in pee r-rev iew ed  (or o th e rw ise  

sch o la rly -assessed ) a c a d e m ic  jo u rn a ls  in the fu lly  reported 

categ o ries , and  a rt ic le s  in p ro fess io n a l jo u rn a ls  or n ew sletters in 

the se le c t ive ly  reported ca teg o ry  o f the body o f w o rk  subm itted  

for assessm ent, then th is w o u ld  be the best o u tco m e . If it com es 

to pass that a ranked  list o f jo u rn a l titles is req u ired , then our 

secto r has such  to subm it.

• in c lu s io n  of in fo rm atic  p roducts as outputs o f research  p ro jects .

• in c lu s io n  o f re searche rs in ou r fie ld  w h o  are p ro fessiona l lib ra rian s 

w o rk in g  in lib ra rie s . The  in c lu s io n  o f a c a d e m ic  staff o n ly  o f leve l 

B and ab ove  in research  cen tre  c la im s  w il l not g ive an accu ra te  

portrayal of key researchers in m any LIS p ro jects .

• in c lu s io n  o f n o n-co m p etitive  grants in the 'G ran ts ' category of 

assessab le  m ate ria l.

It is p leasing  that the p ro fession  co n tin u e s  to be represented  at these 

d iscu ss io n s . From  m y po in t of v ie w , the p resence  of C A U L  co lleag ues 

w ho  represent a s ig n ifica n t co n trib u to r to LIS  research  in A u stra lia  is 

in va lu ab le . A nd  m y th anks go to D on  Sch au d e r for h is va lu a b le  and 

ongoing support and exp e rt co n trib u tio n s to the d e lib e ra tio n s .

K e rry  S m ith , FA LIA  
C o n ven o r A L IA  Research  C o m m ittee  

<K .S m ith @ cu rtin .e d u .au >
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