
Copyright Workshops
D u rin g  Ju ly  I co m b in e d  

h o lid ays in Q u e e n s lan d  

w ith  the p resenta tion  of 

w o rksh o p s on co p yrig h t in 

Q u e e n s la n d , Syd n ey  and 

C a n b e rra . D esp ite  ve ry  

short no tice  for som e of 

these , a tten dan ces w e re  

h igh .
M o yra  M cA lliste r

The w o rksh o p s w e re  

presented in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  C A V A L , 

w h o  had id en tified  a need for p ractica l 

tra in ing  in co p yrig h t a im ed  at p ractition ers 

rather than m anagers. C o st w as seen to be 

a facto r and w as kept as lo w  as po ssib le  

because  there w e re  fe w  travel exp en ses ; 

I had attended the A u stra lian  Festiva l of 

C h am b e r m u s ic  in T o w n sv ille  and then 

m ade m y w a y  s lo w ly  south . I have been 

heartened  to m eet so m any en thu sia stic  

lib ra rians w ith  a g enu in e  d esire  to 'do  the 

right th ing ' about co p yrig h t —  if o n ly  they 

knew  w h at 'the  right th ing ' w as!

The  w o rksh o p s are  titled  'M anag ing  

C o pyrigh t C o m p lia n c e  in L ib ra r ie s  and 

In fo rm ation  S e rv ice s ' and  the em ph asis

is on the p rac tica l steps necessary  to 

co m p ly  w ith  the C o pyrigh t A c t, e .g . the 

use of p rescrib ed  notices , w h at records 

m ust be kept and for h o w  long . To put 

these m easu res in co n text how ever, 

som e tim e is devoted to e xp la in in g  the 

d e ve lo p m ent o f cop yrig h t law , in c lu d in g  

o w n e rsh ip  and duration  o f cop yrig ht, 

co p yrig h t in fring em ent and the e xce p tio n s 

w h ic h  perm it co p y in g  under ce rta in  

c ircu m sta n ce s .

L ib ra ry  cop yrig h t law  is co m p lica te d  

by the fact that each  secto r has d ifferent 

req u irem ents . Ed u ca tio na l institutions 

operate  und er statutory lice n ce s , w h ich  

are d iffe rent from  the statutory lice n ce s  

a va ila b le  to g overnm ent departm ents. 

P u b lic  lib ra rie s  and sp e c ia l lib ra rie s  a lso  

have th e ir ow n  sp e c if ic  p rob lem s. The 

d iff ic u lty  in w o rksh o p s such  as these is to 

co ve r these areas in the tim e a va ila b le . In 

the B risb an e  w o rksh o p , pa rtic ip an ts  cam e  

from  seven  d istin ct types o f lib ra rie s  and 

one attendee w asn 't a lib ra rian  and d idn 't 

w o rk  in a lib rary . B y  contrast, in C anb erra  

e ve ryo n e  w as e ither from  governm ent or 

te rtia ry  lib ra rie s .

Even w h en  lib ra rian s try to c o m p ly  w ith  

copyright law , there are s ituations w h e re  it 

is in ev itab le  that they or th e ir patrons w ill 

in fringe cop yrig ht, e ither inad ve rten tly  

or d e liberate ly . Th e  w o rksh o p s identify  

som e of these s ituations: for e x a m p le , in 

p u b lic  lib ra ries w h en  patrons b o rro w  C D s  

w ith  the in tention  o f co p y in g  them , and 

suggests m easures that m ay be taken  to 

m in im ise  risk.

In the w o rksh o p s con du cted  so far, som e 

e xam p le s of issues that have been  raised 

and d iscussed  are

• co p y in g  from  w ebsites

• lin k in g  to w ebsites

• use o f im ages and photographs

• co n flic t betw een  cop yrig h t and 

lice n ce s  for d ig ita l m ate ria l.

I w il l be runn ing  a further f ive  o f these 

w o rksh o p s in Septem ber and O cto b e r. If 

you are in terested , fu rther d e ta ils  can  be 

found at the C A V A L  w eb s ite  at chttp:// 
www.caval.edu.au>.

m o yra .m ca llis te r@ a lia .o rg .au

C o n n e c t  f ir s t  to
N R C -C IS T I  L it

Canada Institute for 
Scientific and Technical 
information

Fulfill your information needs with our fast and 
reliable document delivery service options and our 
new e-tools. Formal accounts are not required for 
our new eBook Loan and Pay Per Article services.

Come to us for speedy access to a network of information 
professionals and resources. Discover one of the largest 
collections of scientific, technical, engineering and 
medical documents in the world dating back to 1521.

1 -8 0 0 -6 6 8 -1 2 2 2  (Canada & U.S.) 
1 -6 1 3 -9 9 8 -8 5 4 4  (international) C o n t a c t  cis t o  g e t  c o n n e c t e d !

info.cisti@ nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
w w w .cisti.nrc.gc.ca
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