
G e e lo n g  R eg iona l L ib ra ry  in co n ju n ct io n  

w ith  B e lla r in e  R a ilw a y  ce leb ra ted  the 

laun ch  ot H a rry  Potte r a n d  the D ea th ly  

H a llo w s  w ith  a steam  train  ride . The 

atm osphere  w as  e le c tr ic  w ith  o ve r 3 0 0  

ch ild re n  and  adu lts runn ing  through 

a bann er d ep ic tin g  P latform  9 % . The 

lingering  m isty  m orn ing  and the vast 

array o f c o lo rfu lly  d ressed ch aracte rs 

added  to the exc ite m e n t o f the m orn ing . 

A s the steam  train  a rrived  w ith  m uch 

w h is tle  b lo w in g  and no ise  the cro w d  

rea lised  that th is w as  a ve ry  sp e c ia l event. 

A t 9 .0 1 a m  there  w as  m uch  ch ee rin g  and 

c lap p in g  as the first box w as opened  by 

one lu cky  tra in  trave lle r w h o  rece ived  

the first copy. Then  it w as  a ll aboard  for 

the trip to Q u e e n sc lif f , w h e re  the judging  

o f the best-dressed H a rry  Potter and 

o ther ch a racte rs  took p la ce . A ll ch ild ren  

rece ived  a sh o w b ag  and  there w as  a lot 

o f lo lly  eating  on the trip  back , a lthough 

several train  trave lle rs  in c lu d in g  aduits 

w ere  a lread y  engrossed  in the pages of 

the new  bo ok. A s the train  a rrived  back  

at the D rysd a le  Station  at 11 .4 5 a m , it w as 

a rem arkab le  sight to see so m any peop le  

em erg ing  from  the ca rr iag es . It w as  a 

m em orab le  m orn in g  and a fitting  end to 

the last H a rry  Potter book in the se ries . . .  

or is it?
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